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McCain's Speech: How Did He Do?

By Chris Cillizza, The Fix

ST. PAUL -- John McCain sought to reclaim the change mantle from Barack Obama in his acceptance speech tonight at the Republican
National Convention, casting the choice in the fall presidential election between someone who has brought about reform and someone
who simply talks about doing so.

"Again and again I've worked with members of both parties to fix problems that need to be fixed," said McCain. "That's how | will govern
as president. | will reach out my hand to anyone to help me get this country moving again. | have that record and the scars to prove it.
Senator Obama does not."
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Citing his selection of Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin as his running mate, McCain insisted the Republican ticket was truly the ticket of change
in the coming fall election. "I can't wait to introduce her to Washington,” McCain said of Palin. "And let me offer an advance warning to
the old, big spending, do nothing, me first, country second Washington crowd: change is coming."

Weaved amid his praise of Palin and his contrasts with Obama, McCain also leaned heavily on his personal story to show attendees in
the hall and television viewers the sacrifices he has made for his country.

"I fell in love with my country when | was a prisoner in someone else's," said McCain, adding: "I loved it because it was not just a place
but an idea, a cause worth fighting for. | was never the same again. | wasn't my own man anymore. | was my country's.”

So, did the speech work for you? Did McCain build on the momentum built by Palin last night? If so, why? If not, why not?
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