Robberies Leave Their Mark on the District

Robberies are a serious problem in Washington — and one of the top indicators of
street violence. A Washington Post analysis shows the crime this year is concentrated
in the vibrant central city area north of downtown, where nightlife and housing prices
have taken off in recent years. Across the city, an average of 11 robberies take place
each day. Although numbers are far below those reached in
the late 1980s and early 1990s, they have been climbing
the past two years. Police Chief Charles H. Ramsey
declared a crime emergency in July to deal with

a rise in homicides and robberies.
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Crime Zones Haven’t Changed

The central part of the city has long been a favorite of robbers. As those areas
become more developed, drawing new residents, robbers are finding more
targets of opportunity.
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aw enforcement experts unanimously agree that if you are being robbed, cooperate with your assailant.
L t rts [ that b bbed t th sailant
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| Stay in well-lit areas and walk along main streets when possible. | Yell “Fire!” or “My child! My child!” You are less likely to get help if
q Try not to walk alone. you yell “Police!”
. 210 B Be aware of your surroundings, especially at night. Do not distract B If your assailant says he has a weapon, assume he does.
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\ Most robberies | 216 | |f it appears that you are being followed, walk into a public building run. Do not do this if the robber has a weapon; the action could
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0 50 100 150 200 86 90 95 00 05 m |f you think you are in danger, talk loudly, even if you are alone. B |f a robber tries to force you into an alley or car, run.
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