THE ACCRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTOMN

November 6, 2006

Dear Mr. President:

With my resignation as Secrersry of Defersz comes my desp
appreciation 1 yon for providing me this mnexpecied opportunity 10
serve,

1 leave with great regpect for you and for the leadership yon have
provided during a most challenging time for our country. The focus,
determination and perseverance you have 3o consistently provided
have been needed and are impressive.

Tt has been the highest honor of my long life to have been able to serve
our coumtry at such a criticial time in pur history and to bave had the
privilege of working so closely with the trily aimazing young men and
women in uniform.  Their dedication, prorcasionalism, cournge and
sacrifice mre an inspiration,

1t is time to conclude my service. As [ do g0, } want you to know that
you have my continping and hearntfelt support as you enter the final
two years of your Presidency.

Regpoctfylly,

Ll /

Donald Rum fald
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