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Yuly 23, 2007

The Honorable Condoleszze Rice
Secretary of State
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Madam Beeretary:

On May 2, [ wrate yon to request information from the Department about political
briefings that may have been conducted for Department employces by White House officials.
The Department replied by leftcrs dated May 21 and July 9.

The Department’s letter of July 9 indicates that on January 4, 2007, six current s,
ambassadors, as well as the U.S. Coneul General in Bermuda, attended a breakfast mecting at the
White House with Deputy Chief of Staff Rove; the mecting, according to the leter, included a
presentation by Sara Taylor of the Office of Palitical Affairs “summarizing the results of the
Novernber 2006 clections.” That briefing, as scf forth in the PowerPoint presentatian provided to
the Committec, does more than review the clection results. It analyzes the strength of the
Dernocrats’ hold on power in Cangress, lists the “top 36 [Democratic] targets” in the House in
2008, and sets forth electoral maps indicating which Senate and gnbemnatarial races are expected
to he competitive in 2008.

The July 9 letter also indicates that State Department employces attended meetings
hosted by the White Housc for political appointees from across the government and that some of
these meetings “may have involved some discussion of elections.” That description understates
the presentation given on July 12, 2001 by Mr. Melhman, then the Director of Political Affairs at
the White House. The PowerPoint briefing is entitled “political briefing.” It included the
following:

s A map of “competitive presidential states;”
A list of “key media markets” in many of these “competitive” states;
A map highlighting those states where President Bush fared betier in 2000 with
iresoyree Republicans” than did Senator Dole in the 1996 presidential election;
and

s A list of “competitive” House districts.

[ do not inderstand why ambassadors, in Washington on official duty, would he briefed
by White Heuse officlals on which Democratic House members are considered top targets by the
Repuhlican Party for defeat in 200%. Nor dn T understand why Department employees would
need to be briefed on “key media markets™ in states that ate “competitive® for the President and
om a list of competitive House districts. One possibility ig that State Department employees were
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The Secretary of State
July 23, 2007

Page Two

being asked to engage in improper palitical activity, or to use their official authority, in a matmer
Inconsistent with the Hatch Act.

I write, therefore, to request additional information about these sessions. Tlease provide
the following information or respond to the following questions!

1.

E'J

The Department’s letter of July 9 indicates that the PowerPoint presentation given to
the ambassadors by Ms. Taylor on Januaty 4, 2007 was “sent to the attendees’ staff
maaistants by o-muil.” Please provide a copy of each ¢-mail.

Please provide a copy of any other e-mails, memoranda, or letters received by the
ambassadors and Consul General Slayton from the White Houge Office of Political
Affairs, or Mr. Rove's office, from Janmary 1, 2007 ta Febrvary 1, 2007,

. The breakfast mesiing for the ambassadors with Mr. Rove is deseribed as an

“informal fimction and provided an npportumity for the attendecs to discuss issues
related to the chiefs nf missions’ work abroad and other issucs of mutual interest.”
Du the ambassadors have an interest in knowing which Democratic members of the
Hrmise arc targeted by the White House Office of Political Affairs, and which Senate
and gnhematorial races will be competitive in 20087 If so, why? What relevance
docs it have to the performance of their official duties?

Did Ambassador Cain inform you, any official in your offics, or any senior
Department official about the breakfast mesting that he orpanized with Mr. Rove?

Why would Department of State employees need to be briefed about “key media
markets” in states that are competitive for the President, as well as on a list of
competitive Houge districts? What purpose would it serve?

What Department records were searched in the preparation of the responses to my
letter of May 27

The Department’s letter of May 21 indicates that the White House Liaison Office at
the Department contacted “various current and former State Department employees

who might have hed recollections of any such briefings.” Please provide a list of all
current and former emplovees who were contacted.

The Department™s letter of July 9 indicates that the information about mectings hosted
by the White House for political appointees is “not responsive to my request.” T
dizagree. T asked:
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The Secretary of State
July 23, 2007
Pape Three

Were any political briefings, including briefinps about the prospects of
Republican congressional ¢andidates, conducted by White House political
staff, ot staff of the Republican National Committes, for State Department
employees?

Why are meetings at the White House that involved discussion of clections not
considered a “political briefing”~ and therefore a matter envered hy my initial zequest?
My question did not focue on the lacarion of the briefings, hut rather on whether any such
briefings occurred. Are there any other hrisfings for Department employees of which the
Department is aware that have nat heen disclosed in response to my letter of May 27

Thank you for your atiention to my request.

LY

Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Chairman
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JOREPH R. BIDEN, J0., BELAYVARE, CHAIRMAN
el Pl SONBISTEUT PICHARD CL LLAR, NOLaA

A L HEN S o N D RTe
[ 1™ Imﬁ%ﬂiﬁw‘ ggﬂulrll! MUTIEU HEW HAMPENIRE
staEiea |, mGnee Hnited States Senate
L CANCEN, MAMYLAN D CuMINT. SOUTH CAROLINA
B i T s COMMITTEE ON POREIGN RELATIONS
ot By, WasHmeTON, DG 20810-0229
May 2, 2007
The Honorahle Condoleezza Rice
Secretary of State

Washington, DC 20520
Dear Madam Secratary:

On April 26, the Washington Post reported that officials from the White Homse condueted
“private briefings™ on “Republican electors] prospects in the last midterm election for selor
officials in at least 15 government agéncies covered by federal restrictions on partisan political
aetivity.” The story also quoted a White Honse gpakeemsan as gtating that there were nther such
briefings “throughout the: last six years.”

[ write to request that yeu provide information on whether any such briefings have
ocourred at the Department of State sloce January 20, 2001,  Specifically, I request responses to
the following:

1. Werc any political briefings, including briefings about the prospecta of Republican
tongressional candidates, conducted by White Flouse political staff, or staff of the
Republican National Committee, for Stete Department employees? 1f so, please
provide informarian ahout the dates and Joeations of the bhricfings, the names of the
individuals conducting the brisfings, the number and rank of the Department
employees who ettended, and the subject matter and content of the briefings.

2. If such briefings occurrad, please provide information about the appreval process
within the Department for such bricfings, including the name and position of the'most
senior official who approved the briefing, and whether the triefinga were approved
by the Office of the Legal Adviger.

3. If such briefinps aceurred, please provide infarmation regarding any assignments
piven o requests made to Department employees during the briéfing, and any official
action taken by Department employess as a result of the briefing,

I appreciate your amention to this request,

Joscph R, Biden, J.
Chairman
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United $tates Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

RECEIVED

Dear Mr. Chaltmatsa pu q: ¢ MAr 21 IDB?' .
This %mmy 2, 2007 letter requesting informadon ,Q. fCla
ebaout politl ' to Department of State employees by o Wﬂ
White House or Republican National Comumittes staff gince January 20,
2001. The Department’s White House Linison Office searched all of its
recards for information concerning any such briefings. No Department
records were identified.

addition, the White Fouse Liaison Office comtacted various current
and r Stare Depattment employees who might have had recollections
of any such briefings, Department of State employees recall that in 2002
there was a browh bag lunch serles in which different White House and
Department officials spoke to political appointees at the Department
concerning thelr work. One of these brown bag Iunches featured then-White
House Director of Political Affeirs Ken Mehlman and Deputy Director Mait
Schlapp.

The White House Liaison Office hes been unable io identify any
documetits or other information that would clerify the date, number and rank
of amendees, subject matter and content of any presentation, or whether amy
assigments or requests were made a1 thie lmch, The lunches were hosted
hy the Dppartment’s White House Liaison Office and we have niot identified
amy e indicating whether the Office of the Legal Adviser was
consulted. While it is unclear whether this lunch is responsive to your
vequest, we have identified it for you in the interest of full disclosure.

' Sincetely, - _
! ‘ 4ifg,7ﬁmmr
| Jm‘? Bergher

i Asgistant Secreary

| Legislative Affairs

" The Honorakle
Joseph R, Biden, Jr., Chairman,
Committee on Foreigh Relations,

" nited States Senate.
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

JUL 09 0
JUL 9 - 2007
Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in further response to your May 2, 2007 letter requesting
information about political briefings provided to Department of State
employees by White House officials.

Although we previously provided the Comumittee with information
concerning any such briefings at the Department of State, it has come to oUr
attention that a meeting that may be responsive io your request oceurred at
the White House earlier this year. On January 4, 20 07, Ambassadors
BEduardo Aguirre, Ir., James Cain, Alfred Hoffman, Jr., Ronald Spogli, Craig
Stapleton, and Robert Tuttle, and Consul General Gregory Slayton attended
a breakfast meeting with Karl Rove at the White TTouse. These chiefs of
mission were in Washington to attend the Department of State’s annual
conference for Ambassadors and other chiefs of mission. The breakfast
meeting had no formal agenda, It was organized at the initiative of
Amhassador Cain as an informal function and provided an opportunity for
the attendees to discuss issues related to the chiefs of missions’ work abroad
and other issues of mumal interest. It does not appear that the Department of
State or its offices were consulted about this meeting.

As some point in the meeting, Sara Taylor from the White House
Office of Political Affairs gave a presentation summarizing the results of the
November 2006 elections. After the meeting. & cOpY of Ms. Taylor’s
presentation was sent to the attendees” staff assistants by e-mail. We are not
aware of any assignments, requests, or actions taken by Department
employees as & result of this meeting. I have enclosed a copy of the
presentarion for your review.

The Honorable
Joseph R, Biden, Jr., Chairman,
Committee on Foreign Relations,
United States Senate.
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‘We also note that Department of State political appointees fram time
to time: have attended meetings hosted by the White House for legislative
affairs staff, White IHouse liaisons, and/or chiefs of staff from multiple
apencies across the federal government., ‘We do not believe that meetings
like these are responsive to your request to the Department of State as these
meetings were not orpanized specifically for Department of State
employees. However, some of these meetings may have involved some
discussion of elections. I have enclosed a copy of a presentation from the
White House Office of Political Affairs, found in the files of the
Department’s White House Liaison, which we believe was given at one such
meeting at the White House some time in 2001 that was attended by the
Department’s White House Liaison.

Sincerely,

Wl 1

Joffrey T. Bergner
Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs

Enclosure:
Asx stated,
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Political Briefing
July 12, 2001
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Ken Mehlman
Director of Political Affairs &
Deputy Assistant to the President
456-5240
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Gallup Presidential Job Approval
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Bush Job Approval in Public Polls

Average by Month
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% Competitive Presidential States
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Resource Republicans

Swing from 1996 shown

{Bush 43 (%) less Daole (%))

wMT ND

+14.5% +13,3% N

+10.5%

i

D +9.4%
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Key Media Markets

States Media Markets |

Tier One
Florida

Tier Two

INew Mexico

Nevada
Arkansas
Tennessee

We st Varglma
New Hampshire
Missouri

Chio

fier Three
Wisconsin
Oregon
Michigan
Penrsyluanla
Maine

Iowa
Minnesota

Tampa/St. Pete, Orlandnﬁ)aytuna Beach, Miami

Albuguerque

_|Las Vegas, Reno
|Little Rock, Fort Smith

Nashville, Memphis, Knoxville
Charleston, Clarksburg, Bluefield
Manchester (Boston) ,

St. Louis, Kansas City, Springfield
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Columbus, Dayton

N Mllwa ukee, Green Bay, Mad:son

_ Porﬂand Eugene
N DEtl‘Dlt Grand Raplds;‘Kala mazno, FIanﬂSagmawaav Clty
“|Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Harrisburg, Witkes Barre/Scranton

Portland, Bangor

| Des anes, Cedar Raplds,’WaterlnD, Davenport

Mlnneapulls
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107th Congress

' Competitive House Districts

CA-D3 Ose
CA04 Doo.dtk
CA-23 Gallegly
CA-38 Hom
CO-Gb Tancredo
CTA2 SImmaons
CT-46 Tohnscn {edistricting}
FL-0% Ezler
EL-22 Shaw
GA-07 Bamo
GA-DE Chambliss
02 Leach
1A-04 Ganske
FA-05 Latham
L-D Kirk

E-B Fohnson
20 Shimkus
M-02 Pence
N-03 Hostettler
K¥-i1 Whitfe ld
KY¥-03 Norihap a
KY-06 Fletcher
LA-D6 Baker
MD-OE Morela
MEO2 OP EN
MIOT Smith
RMI-DB Rogers

MMNO1 Gutkoecht
MHN-02 Kennedy
WO-02 Akin
MO-N6 Graves
WE-07 U ickedng
WiT-el Eehberg
NC-03 Hayes
MNH-1 Sununu
NH-02 Skeen
MI-07 Ferguson
MNM-01 Wison
NY-1 Grueei
OH-L:1 Chabot
OH-12 Tiberi
QK-01 Carsan
PA-O4 Hart
PA-10 Sherwood
PA-S Toomey
SC-04 DeMint
SD-al Thune
TH-04 Hileary{open seat)
TH-05 Sessions
TX-14 Paul
VA-02 Schrack
VA -4 Fothes
WA -2 Larsen
WA-0S Nethercutt
Wy-02 Cagito
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The White House
Office of Political Affairs

January 4, 2007
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President |

President

Historical Leek_
All 27 Midterms

Year  President’s Party President’s Party
House Change Senate Chandge

2006

All Wartime Midterms

President’s Party President’'s Party
House Change Senate Change

Year

2006
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GOP Losses From Scandal, Complacency

10 losing GOP candidates tainted by scandal; 10 in Kerry

districts; 6 were compiacent

Scandal Seats ’h’ﬁ”ﬁﬂ”ﬂ‘ﬂ‘ﬂ'ﬂ

GOP Candidates in Kerry 11 1' “! Iﬂ “ “‘ “‘ “ ‘ﬂ‘ ’ﬂ‘

Districts

Complacent Incumbents ﬁ ﬂ 'ﬂ ’ﬁ‘ ﬂ‘ 'ﬂ'

TOTAL: 22 SEATS*

* Tayior, Pombo, Weldon, and Leach are In 2 categeries garch
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Net Loss in Seats for Incumbent

John F. Kennedy
Harry Truman
George H. W. Bush
Lyndon Johnson
Jimmy Carter
Renalkd Reagan

Bill Clinton

Gerald Ford

Herbert Hoover
william H. Taft
Dwight Eisenhower
Franklin D. Roosevelt
warren G. Harding
Woodrow Wilson

* Nees ot Frcfude "OHginal Coatizds”
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41

Corruption

“Corruption” Voters’ Top Issue
(% “Extremely Important,” Exijt Palling)

Economy Terrorism

Values Iraq Immigration

Saddam
Verdict
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Dems Won Corruption, Econ., Iraq Voters
(%% GOP - % Dem, Exit Polls)

Values

Terrorism

Immigration

Saddam Verdict

Economy

- Corruption

Traq

+18
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Republican Base About the Same

2000 2002

93

2004

Republican Yoters
91 92

o1

2006

Republican % of the Electorate:

40

35 37 36

2000 2002 2004 2006

81 79

2000 2002

84

2004

Conservative Yoters

78

2006

Conservative % of the Electorate:

29

2D0o 2002 2004 2006

Sourcs: Exti Polfing
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Democrat Base Did Not Grow

Democrat Voters

s¢6 87 89 93

2000 2002 2004 2006

Demu_crat o4 of the Electorate:

39 38 37 38

2000 2002 2004 2006

Liberal Voters

87
80 ,¢ BS

2000 2002 2004 2006

I

Liberal % of the Electorate:

2000 2002 2004 2006

Seorcer Exil Pof¥ng
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=12.09% -

'B-u% 1

-14.0% -

Party Registration Deficit

=

ere GOP Ragistration
margin Decreased {8 states] -
since last cycle:

CO, DE, 1A, KS, MD, NH, NY, PA
Net decrease: - 40,520

| Flore about rejecting_ R

about supporting De

epublican cond:l;:ﬁ:han

mocrqgideojogy
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50 -

40 -

30 -

Midterm Election Turnout, 1962-2006

{As % of VAP, Center for the Study of the American Electorate)

48.8 48.9

47.7

1962 1966 1970 1974 1978 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998 2002 2006
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“Lost Ground With Swing Voters

Independents Latinos Suburban
2 3 -
2
-3
-3
~18
2000 2002 2004 2006 2000 2002 2004 2006 2000 2062 2004 2006
Moderates Union Households
_22 -19
=30
-23
2000 2002 2004 20085 2000 2002 2004 2006
Source: Exit Poling :
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Bigger Losses Among Men

Men Women

11 11 11

-3 -13

2000 2002 2004 2006 2000 2002 2004 2006

Soprce: Exit Polling
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Long Term Problems:
Among Latinos and Youth Vote

Latino Vote (R - D)

2000 2002 2004 2006
(7 (7 (B) (8)

18-29 Vote (R — D}

2000 2002 2004 2006

(17) {11} {17)

(12)

Sopiree: Exit Polfng
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Races Extremely Close Because Of
GOP Ground Game

» 22 races decided by two pomts or less—
Republicans won 13 and lost 9, including two GOP |

challengers in GA.

|« 1n 2002 and 2004, just seven races were decided |

by two points or fewer.

‘ . 18 races decided by fewer than 5,000 votes; R’'s

won 12; all 18 combined were decided by 49,445
votes

« 6 races decided by fewer than 1,000 votes;

combined margin 3694 votes.

' o 35 races in which the winner received 51% or

less of the popular vote
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62 Democrats represent Bush ‘04 districts;

8 Republicans represent Kerry ‘04 districts

it

preeeeeeet
fheteteent
thepeeneet
peepeeRent
IILLERL,
phetpeenet

Demaocratic Congressmen
In Bush Districts

prghitet

GOP Congressmen In
Kerry Districts
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Democrats Have Precarious Hold On Power

S &

B Democ;r;g represent 33 dEtricts Presic_le;t
~ Bush carried with 55% or more of the vote

and 21 districts where he won 589, OF more
in 2004

|
|
Présents a district Kerry won |
3% of the vote in 2004

o Of 62 Dems in Bush districts, 23 won election
this year with 559 or less of the vote

' Almost half the Democ

ratic freshman class—
19 of 41—represents districts President Bush
won in ‘04

L

with more than 5
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2008 House Targets: Top 36

Matheson
Lampson
Pomeroy
Ellsworth
Marshall
Carney
Herseth
Boyda
Hill
Holden
Melancon
Meliohan
Radriguez
Spaca
Shuler
Dannelly
Bean
Peterson

& DEM o5

58¢%4
52%
B65%
1%
31%
53%
6904
Ly
50%
65%
55%
6B4%
5405
62%%
5495
54490
51%
7095

Salazar
Hagen
Moore
Altmire
Mitcheli
Mahoney
Hall
MchNerney
Gillibrand
Stupak
Rahall
Giffords
Arcuri
Walz

Shea-Porter

Wilson
Barrow
Hoolay

BC g2 oy 05 DEM %a
GL%
51%g
G454
52%
519%
49%
51%
33%
53%
G9%
69%
54%,
5495
539%
529
62%
50%
404
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Battle for the Senate 2008

{21 Republicans, 12 Democrats)

NH

Sununu

MA
Kemy
Rl

Read
cT

MdJ
Lautenberg

33TOTAL RACES
GOor

21 Defense
Dem
12 Deferise
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Battle for the Senate 2008
(21 Republicans, 12 Democrats)
(4 Republicans, 6 Democrats in Purple States)

MT

{Baugus)

3D

{Johnson)

1A
{Harkir}

A
‘E'IDD Hi

Ml Republican Cffense (6 states)
Il Republican Defense (B states)
B Not Competitive (21 states)
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Republicans, 7 Democrats

’\ Battlie %or Governors ;&2!’08

- VA
G e
[Gregaire) T

[Sotweiizer)

R
Il Republican Offense (4 states)
I Repubfican Defense (5 states)
B8 Not Competitive (5 states)
L] No Race (36 states)
¥2007 pubermatana! race
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May 2, 2007

The Honorable James Kunder

Acting Depity Administrator

U.5. Ageney for International Development
Romald Reagan Building

Washington, DC. 20523

Daar My, Kunder:

On April 26, the Washingion Post reported that officials from the White House conducted
“private bricfings” on “Republican electoral prospacts in the Just midterm elaction for senior
officials in at least 15 government agencics covered hy federal restrictions on partisen political
activity.” The story also quoted a White House spokeaman as atating that there were other such
briefings “throughout the last six years.” The White House spokesman glso confirmed thet such
briefings ocourred at the Agency for International Development (AID),

I'write to request that you provide information on whether any such hriefings have
oscurred at ATD singo January 20, 2001. Specifically, T request responses to the following:

1. Is it the case, as reported, that polideal hriefings, including briefings about the
prospects of Republican gongressinnal candidates, were conducted by White House
political gtaff, or staff of the Republican Mational Committer, for AID employess? If
20, please provide informaton about the dates and locations of the briefings, the
narnes of the individuals conduering the briefinge, the number and pank of the Agency
employess who attended, and the subject matter and eontent of the briefings,

2. If such briafings oocurred, please provide information about the approval process
within the agency for such briefings, including the name and position of the most
senior official who approved the briefing. and whether the briefings wers approved
by the office of the General Coungel,
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3, If such hricfings occurted,
[ please provide informatipn regardimg any agei
AR
gl::: ;r Ijs:alquests made to AID employces during the briefing, naghrl :11 D}%mp;n -
¥ AlD employees ag a regyit of the brieflng, ' Y ORI action

I appreciate your attention to this requast.

Joseph R, Biden, Jr.
Chatrman
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The Honorable Joseph B. Biden, Jr.
~ U.S. Senate

Committee of Foreign Relations

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Biden:

Thank vou for your letter dated May 2, 2007 concerming briefings
provided by the White House, We are able to provide information at this
time related to two briefings conducted by the Office of Political Affairs in
2006 and 2007. Both briefings were conducted by Scott Jennings, Special
Assistant to the President.

The first of these was held at the offices of the U.8. Agency for
International Development in the Ronald Reagan Building on September 26,
2006. The second was held at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on
Febroary 6, 2007. Both of these briefings consisted of PowerT'oint
presentations of the general electoral landscape.

There were approximately 20 to 30 Agency emplayees af each
briefing, ranging in rank from entry-level Administratively-Determined
(AD) emplayees to the Assistant Administrator level. The senior official at
the first briefing was J. Edward Fox, who was at that time the Assistant
Administrator for Legislative and Public Affairs. We are currently unable to
determine who the genior official at the second briefing may have been.

There was no formal appraval process within the Ageney for these
briefings. While the briefings were not formally approved by the General
Counsel, the then-General Counsel did attend. There were no assignments
or requests made to USAID employees during either briefing, and no official
actions were taken by USAID employees as a result of either briefing.

This response is based on the best information we have available at
this time. We are contimuing to review aur files regarding these and any
other posgible briefings, and we will provide further information if it
becomes available.
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Ifthere is anything else we can do for you, please let us know.

Sincerely,

4

effrey Grieco
Acting Assistant Administrator
Bureau for Legislative and
Public Affairs
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Tuly 18, 2007
The Honarable Henrietta Fore
Acting Administrator

U.5, Agency for International Development
Washington, DC 20523

Dear Acting Administrator Fore:

On June: 21, Acting Assistant Administeator Cirieca Tesponded t my letter of May 2
fequesting information ahaut patitical briefings sonducted for Agency employees by White
Houses staff, Hig lefter indicated that the staff of the White Hemse Office of Political Affairs
briefed 20 tn 30 Apency employees on Scptember 26, 2006 and February 6, 2007 regarding the
“gencral electoral landseape,”

I write to request additional information about these briefings. Please respond 1o the
follawing questions, or provide fhe followlng information:

1, Please provide the toxt of the PowerPoint presentations used in the bricfings that are
in the possossion of the Agency, and any other materials diswibuted at the bricfings
that are in the posscssion of the Agency,

2. Please provide all emails, memoranda, corregpondence, or notices annmunring the
briefings or inviting employees to attend; any notes taken at the briefings; and any
subsequent memoranda, emaile, or comrespondence descrihing or discussing the
brieflngs,

3, Plesscprovide a st of all Agengy employees invited to the briefings, their piosition,
and type of apphintment that they hold in the Agengy fie., PAS, Schedule C,
Schedule B, Civil Service, €re.)

4. Please provide a list of gll Agency emplayees who attended the briefings, thair
position, and the type of appointment that they hold In the Agency.

5. Was attendance at the briefings consideted mandatary for those emnplayees invited?
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The Honorable Henrietta Fore
Tuly 18, 2007
Page Two

6. With regard to the hriefing of Seprember 26, 2006, what amount of fim;
de,
and from whaf account or soirce, were expei:ded in donneetion “&mﬁt&gﬂgﬁﬁl@?

7. Do you belleve such briefings are apprapriate? If'so, how are such brle
to the official duties of Agency employees? ' fngs eited

8. If you do not believe they arc. appropriate, do i
e you cormmit to taking measiares to
prevent and prohibit such briofings in the firwre?

spllcty %a,_
i

Joeeph R, Biden, Jr.
Chairman

I appreciate your attention to this request,
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May 2, 2007

The Honezeble Ronald A. Tschetter
Dh‘eutura‘ne Peace Corps

1111 20" 5t, NW

Washington, DC 20526

Dear Ditector Tschetter:

On April 26, the Washington Posr reported that officials from the White House conducted
“private briefings” on “Republican electoral proepects in the last midterm election for senior
officials in at least 15 govermment agencies covered by federal restrictions on partisan palitical
activity.” The story alse quoted a White Housa spokegman as stating that thete were other such
hriefings “throughout the last six years

1 write 1o request that you provide information on whether any such bricfings have
accurred at the Peace Corps since January 20, 2001, Specifically, I requwst responscs to the
following:

1. Were any polifical briefings, including briefings about the prospects of Republican
congressional candidates, conducted by White House political ataff, or staff of the
. Republican National Committee, for Peace Corps employees? If s, please provide
information about the dates and loeatipns of the briefings, the names of the
individuals conducting the briefings, the number and rank of the Agency emplovecs
who attended, and the subject matter and coatent of the briefings.

2. If such brieflngs ocourred, Pleasc provide information about the approval PrOCEss
within the agengy for such briefings, ineluding the name and position of the most
senior official who epproved the bricfing, and whether the briefings were approved
by the office of the General Counsel,

3. If such brisfings occurred, please provids informatian regarding any assignments
given-of requests made to Peace Corps employees during the hriefing, and any
official actinn taken by Peace Corpe employeea a3 a reswlt of the briefing,

Teppreciate your atrention to this request.

5 ¢y,

Joseph R, Biden, Jr.
Chairman
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June 15, 2007 i

\!T

The Hongrable T oseph K. Biden, Jr. I,Ei‘
Chairman ‘\th
Committee on Foreign Relations .“]{
United States Senate H
439 Dirksen Senate Office Building |ﬁ'\
Washington, DC 20510 IIH
|

Dear Mr. Chairman: %‘;'!
f '|

: i i

Thank you for your May 2, 2007, correspondence abour whether political briefings have L}H
been conducted at the Peace Coms since January 20, 200/, Ll'i
.‘l

i

Following the 2002 mid-term elections, an March 6, 2003, a general political briefing for I
political appointess was conducted by Matt Schiapp of the White House Office of u;&%
Political Affairs. The briefing was purely informational i nature, Al of the Peace \'d
Corps political appointees were invited 1o auend, but there is no record of the actual M!“
nurnber who did. The briefing did not disenss the prospects of Republican congressional ﬂ!\f—'
candidates. FH
\|I"

Former senior officials approved the briefin g- The briefing request was not run throngh M
the Office of the General Counse] for approval. No assignments or requests were made u\
of Peace Corps employees during the briefin & mor was any official action taken by Peace i
Corps employees as a resuk of the briefing. hii"
We hope this information is helpful 1o you. W!

i

schatter ‘

Director ’i!““‘

!

I

i

]

I

|

]

T R 0 T T e e e s S T T B L ey e Y _ . _!-|‘JI
T R G 65 75575657 1 1wPM. CoMT-0u: 00>




JOBEFH Fu BICEN, Jr, DELAWARE, CHAIRMAN

CHRIZTQHEN J, DOGD, CONNECTICUT RICHAAD . |L4R, INDANA

JOHN A, KEARY, MATEADHUSETTS CHLICK MAGEL, NEBRASEA

RLEEQLL O, FEINGOLD, WISEDNEIN NDRM COLEMAN, MENMESOTA

ELAREYAA BRNEH, CALIFDRNIAL BOB-CORKER, TENNESSEE

BlLL NELRON, Fl.nnltnﬂ JOHNE. Euu&m&ﬂmﬁ"mE %’ - tm tﬂ tw mﬂ t E
DEAMa, LLINGIE GEOAGE V. ¥

%EQ%MENENDE. WEW JEREEY LISA MUREOWEKL ALASKA, nl |

BENLLAMIN L CARDIM, Mms'emﬂuu N j{-!.“ DeMINT, SQUTH Gmum

ROBERT P CASEY, J, FENNEVLYANIA HNMNY ISAXSON,

I WEEB, VIRG A BAVID VITTER, LOLIEIAMA, COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

ANTONT J. BLINKEN, ETAFF GIRECTOR WASHINGTowN, DC 20610-6225

KENNETH A UYERG. JIm., REPUBLICAM STAFF BIRECYOR

May 2, 2007

The Honorable Robert Mosbacher, Jr.
President and Chief Executive Officer
Overseas Private Investment Corporation
1100 New Yotk Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20527

Dear Mr. Moshacher:

On April 26, the Washington Post reported that officials from the White House conducted
“private briefings” on “Republican electoral prospects in the last midterm election for senior
officials in at least 15 government agencies covered by federal restrictions on partisan political
activity.” The story also quoted a White House spokestmar as stating that there were other such
briefings “throughout the last six years.”

1 write to request thai you provide information on whether any such briefings have
occurred at the Overseas Private Investent Corporation (OPIC) since January 20, 2001,
Specifically, [ request responses to the following:

1. Were any palitical briefings, including briefings about the prospects of Republican
congressional candidates, conducted by White House political staff, or staff of the
Republican National Committee, for OPIC employees? If so, please provide
information about the dates and locations of the briefings, the names of the
individuals conducting the briefings, the number and rank of the agency employees
who attended, and the subject matter and gontent of the briefings,

2. If such briefings occurred, please provide information about the approval process
within the agency for such briefings, including the name and position of the most
senior official who approved the briefing, and whether the briefings were approved
by the office of the General Counsel.

3. If such briefings occurred, please provide information regarding any assignments
given or requests inade to OPIC employees duting the briefing, and any official
action taken by OPIC employees as a result of the briefing.

[ appreciate your attention to this request.

Sjcerely,

CZ

Joseph R, Biden, Jr.,
Chzirman
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OVERSEAS PRIVATE INVESTMENT CORPORATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20527, USA

OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT

May 4, 2007

The Honorable Joseph R, Biden, Jr,
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510-6225

Dear Senator Biden:

T have received your letter of May 2 requesting mformation from the Overseas Private
Investment Corporation (OFIC) on political briefings for OPIC employees since January
20, 2001.

I can assure you that no such briefings have happened at OPIC since [ became President
in QOctober 2005,

Further, following a review with other agency officials, I am informed that OPIC
employees have not received any political briefings since J anuary 20, 2001.

If you have any further questions, please let me know.

President & CEQ

oo NEW YORK AVE., M. W, - WASHINGTON, D, C. 20m27 - FAX (202) 4085133 - (208) 3368401

N
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mﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁg%ﬂ&ﬁ;ﬁgggﬂmﬂ WASHINGTON, DC 20510=-622F
May 2, 2007

The Honorable Kenneth Y. Tomlinson
Chairman, Broadcasting Board of Governors
330 Independence Ave., SW

Washington, DC 20237

Dear Mr. Tomlinson:

On April 26, the Washington Post reported that officials from the White House condueted
“private briefings” on “Republican electoral prospects in the last midterm election for senjor
officials in at least 15 governmenit agencies covered by federal restrictions on partisan political
activity.™ The story also quoted a White House spokesman as stating that there were other such
briefings “throughout the last six years.”

I write to request that you provide information on whether any such briefings have
oceurred at the Broadeasting Board of Governors (BBG) since January 20, 2001. Specifically, I
request responses to the following:

1. Were any political briefings, imncluding briefings about the prospects of Republican
congressional candidates, conducted by White House political staff, or staff of the
Republican National Committee, for BBG members or employees? If so, please
provide information about the dates and locations of the briefings, the names of the
individuals conducting the briefings, the number and rank of the BBG members or
employees who attended, and the subject matter and content of the briefings.

2. If such briefings occurred, please provide information about the approval process
within the agency for such briefings, including the name and position of the most
senior official who approved the briefing, and whether the briefings were approved
by the office of the General Counsel,

3. If such briefings occurred, please provide information regarding any assignments
giveni or requests made to BBG members or employees during the briefing, and any
official action taken by BBG memibers or employees as a result of the briefing.

S';elgy,' ;:E 25

Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Chairman

1 appreciate your attention to this request.
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@) BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS
§  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

320 ndepandence Avenue, SW
Cohen Buliding. Room 3340
Washington, DC 20237
Talopheira: (202) 203-4545

Fant: (207) 2032548

Kenpeth Y. Tornlinson
Chegrman

May 7, 2007

The Honorable J oseph R. Biden, Jr.
Chairman
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations

Dear Mr. Chairman—
I am not aware of any political briefings at the BBG “including briefings
about the proposals of Republican congressional candidates, conducted by

White House political staff, or staff of the Republican National Committee,
for BBG members or employees.”

Tely,

Keénngth Y, Tomlinson
Chairman
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May 2, 2007

Ms. Leocadia I. Zak

Actmg Director, Trade and Development Agency
1000 Wilson Bivd., Suite 1600

Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Ms. Zak:

On April 26, the Washington Post reported that officials from the White House conducted
“private briefings” on “Republican electoral Prospects in the last midterm election for senior

I write to request that you provide information on whether any such briefings have
occurred gt the Trade and Development Agency (TDA) since Fanuary 20, 2001, Specifically, I
Tequest responses to the following:

1. Were any politica] briefings, including briefings about the prospects of Republican
congressional candidates, conducted by White House political staff, or staff of the
Republican National Committee, for Agency employees? If so, please provide
information about the dates and locations of the briefings, the names of the
individuals conducting the briefings, the number gnd rank of the agency employees
who attended, and the subject matter and comtent of the briefings.

2. If such briefings occurred, please provide information about the approval process
within the agency for such briefings, including the name angd position of the most
senior official who approved the briefing, and whether the briefings were approved
by the office of the General Coungel,

3. Ifsuch briefings occurred, please provide information regarding any assipnments
given or requests made to TDA employees during the briefing, and =ny official action
taken by TDA employees as a result of the briefing.

il

Joseph R, Biden, Jr,
Chairman

I appreciate your attention to this request,
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May 4, 2007

The Honorable Joseph R, Biden, Jr.
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate

450 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Wazhington, D,C. 20510

Dear Chajrman Biden:

This is in response to your letter dated May 2, 2007 concerning possible briefings
on partisan political activity since January 1, 2001.

Flease be advised that there have been no such briefings at the U.S. Trade and
Development Agency or for any USTDA employees.

I trust this response will satisfy your inquiry, however, please do not hesitate to
contact me should you require further information.

Sincerely,
ot 3l

Leocadia . Zak
Acting Divector

1900 WiLKIN ROLLEVAKRD, SUITE 1600 ¢ ARLINGION, VA 222093001 4 701.875.4157 * FAK: 703-875.4009 * INFOWUSTIA.GOY * WWW, LSTDA.GOV
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May 2, 2007
The Honorable John J. Danilovich
Chief Executive Qfficer
Millennium Challerge Corporation
875 15" 81, NW

Washington, DC  20005-2221
Dear Ambassador Danilavich:

On April 26, the Washington Post reported that officials from the White House conducted
“private briefings” on “Republican electoral prospects in the last midterm election for senior
officials in at least 15 government agencies covered by federal restrictions on partisan political
activity.” The story also quoted a White House spokesman as stating that there were other such
briefings “throughout the last six years,”

1 write to request that you provide information on whether any such briefings have
occurred at the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) sinte its establishment, Specifically,
I request responses ta the following:

1. Were any political briefings, including briefings about the prospects of Republican
congressional candidates, conducted by White House political staff, or staff of the
Republican National Committee, for MCC employees? If so, please provide
information about the dates and locations of the briefings, the names of the
individuals conducting the briefings, the number and rank of the agency employees
who aftended, and the subject matter and content of the briefings.

2. If such briefings occurred, please provide information about the approval process
within the agency for such briefings, including the name and position of the most
senior official who approved the briefing, and whether the briefings were approved
by the office of the General Counsel.

3. If such briefings occurred, please provide information regarding any assignments

given or requests made to MCC employees during the briefing, and any official action
taken by MCC employees as a result of the briefing.

Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Chairman

[ appreciate your attention to this request.
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MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION

REDUCING POVERTY THROUGH GROWTH

AMBASBATDOR, JOHN DANILOVICH

CHIIF EXECUTIVE OFFIGER I

. May 7, 2007
The Honorable Joseph R, Biden, Jr.
Chairman
Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate
201 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Biden:

Thank: you for your recent correspondence, in which you referenced an April 26, .
2007 article in the Washington Post regarding reported “private briefings” at
federal government agencies. As you have requested, I am responding to your
inquiry regarding any such briefings that may have occwred at the Millennium
Challenge Corporation (MCC).

As you know, I was confirmed by the Senate to serve as the Chief Executive
Officer of the Millennium Challenge Corporation on October 12, 2005, and began
to serve in this capacity on November 7, 2005. No briefing such as you have
described has occurred at MCC during my tenure, nor did one occur during the
tenure of my predecessor, according to the senior staff who were here prior to m'y
confirmation.,

Regarding your specific questions, I have answered each in turn below:

1. No political briefings about the prospects of Republican cengressional
candidates were conducted at MCC by White House or other personnel,

2. As noted previously, no such briefings occwrred, and therefore there is no
information about briefers and approval such as described in your letter.

875 FIFTEENTH STREET NW WALHTNGTON, D¢ 20005- 2871 T: (202) 521-3870 P (20Z) 521-2900 WWWL MG, O0Y
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The Honorable Joseph R Biden, Ir.
May 7, 2007
Page 2

3.  As noted previously, no such briefings occwrred, and therefore there is no
information about assignments or official action by MCC such as described
in your letter.

I appreciate the opportunity to respond to your concemns. If I can be of any
assistance, please contact me at (202) 521-3570, or contact Fran McNaught, Vice
President for Congressional and Public Affairs, at (202) 521-3850.
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