
the day after the Capitals clinched
their first playoff berth in five
years, while a popular Russian
sports Web site proclaimed, “They
did it!”

“It was huge,” said Dmitry Ches-
nokov, a Washington-based corre-
spondent for Sovetsky Sport.
“They’ve been a Cinderella story.
But people in Russia loved it espe-
cially because the Russian players
contributed so much to the success
of this franchise. Those guys, they
made the country proud, you
know? When Fedorov was traded
here, one of the headlines was
‘Russians Invade Washington.’ ”

Slava Malamud, a U.S. based-
correspondent for a competing

Russian sports publication, Sport
Express, agreed. He and Chesno-
kov cover the Capitals’ home
games on a regular basis. 

“The Washington Capitals have
officially become Russia’s most
popular team outside of Russia,”
Malamud said. “It could even be
Russia’s most popular hockey
team, period, because everyone
roots for them. Every year, Rus-
sians follow the NHL playoffs, hop-
ing that a team with a lot of Rus-
sians will get knocked out so they
can play in the World Champi-
onships. This year, they love the
Caps so much, fans don’t care
about the national team. They
want them to win the Stanley

Cup.”
The games will be broadcast in

Russia, beginning at 3 a.m. in Mos-
cow. But that hasn’t stopped fans
from booking tables at a popular
Moscow sports pub, Sportland, to
watch them, according to Chesno-
kov. Russians visiting the United
States in recent weeks, Chesnokov
said, have been stocking up on
Capitals apparel and selling it for
huge markups upon returning
home. 

Backstrom’s outstanding rookie
campaign, coupled with the Cap-
itals’ thrilling late-season playoff
push, has received big play in Swe-
den, particularly in his home town
of Gavle, where a local paper has a
blog dedicated to Backstrom,
called Backisbloggen. It has re-
ceived 50,000 page views since the
start of the season, according to
sports writer Magnus Hagerborn.
Hagerborn said tonight’s game will

be broadcast live in Sweden. 
“The NHL playoffs are always

big in Sweden, it’s always been.
People were definitely rooting for
the Capitals to make the playoffs,
the Rangers, too, and all of the
teams with a lot of Swedes,” said
Henrik Ek, a New York-based free-
lance journalist who writes for sev-
eral Swedish publications. “The
day they got in, the headlines were,
‘Backstrom makes the playoffs’ and
‘Backstrom did it.’ The tabloids
have had stories on him. He’s a big
story right now.” 

All the attention they’re getting
back home is not lost on the play-
ers or their coach.

“There’s a good reason to grav-
itate toward us,” said Coach Bruce
Boudreau, who grew up in Toron-
to. “I talked to people back home
and everyone back in Canada. It’s a
Cinderella story they don’t want to
end.”

playoff series against the Philadel-
phia Flyers. The team is expecting
250 credentialed media members,
nearly twice as many as during the
team’s last playoff appearance in
2003. That figure includes six Rus-
sian outlets and four from Canada.
Another measurement: Traffic on
the team’s Web site this season has
come primarily from Virginia,
Maryland and . . . Ontario, a close
third.

Last season, media members
flocked to Pittsburgh for Penguins
phenom Sidney Crosby’s first foray
into the playoffs. Tonight, they will

be filing reports on Ovechkin’s
playoff debut from Verizon Center.

“We’re not dumb,” said longtime
Edmonton Journal sportswriter
Jim Matheson, who covered
Wayne Gretzky’s Oilers teams.
“The best player is usually the best
story. We want to see how the best
player is going to do in the play-
offs. Because it’s not the regular
season anymore. It’s different.
This is big because it’s Ovechkin,
and nobody scores 65 goals any-
more.”

In Moscow, where Ovechkin
grew up and soccer is still king,
sports newspaper Sovetsky Sport
published the headline “Washing-
ton’s Cinderella” on its front page
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FORWARDS: NHL scoring champion Alex Ovechkin will
receive most of the media spotlight, but for the Capitals to
be successful he’ll need plenty of support from Calder
Trophy candidate Nicklas Backstrom (team rookie-record
55 assists), Alexander Semin (26 goals in 63 games),
Viktor Kozlov (plus-28), Brooks Laich (career-best 21
goals) and deadline additions Sergei Fedorov and Matt
Cooke. The Flyers’ deep core features a potent mix of skill
and grit, led by hard-hitting Mike Richards (team-best 75
points) and crafty Daniel Brière, who hopes to return from
a lower-body injury. Seven Philadelphia forwards scored 20
or more goals, compared with three for the Capitals.
DEFENSE: Injuries are the question for both teams. The
Capitals hope Shaone Morrisonn and Jeff Schultz will
return from undisclosed injuries tonight. They are among
Washington’s best penalty killers, and stay-at-home
Morrisonn is the steadying force on the top pairing with
freewheeling Mike Green, who led the position with 18
goals. The Flyers, meantime, hope veteran Derian Hatcher
will return from a broken leg for Game 2, and that leading
hitter Jason Smith (upper body) will play at all.
GOALTENDING: Cristobal Huet was arguably the Capitals’
best player over the last month of the regular season,
winning nine straight starts and posting a .970 save
percentage and 0.75 goals against average in his final four
games. A calm goalie with strong positional skills, Huet
will be making only his seventh postseason appearance
tonight, but that’s a wealth of experience compared with
his counterpart. Martin Biron will be making his playoff
debut in his first full season as Philadelphia’s No. 1 goalie.
The always poised Biron also was dominant down the
stretch, winning seven of his final nine starts, including
consecutive shutouts to close out the season.
COACHING: There are many similarities between Capitals
Coach Bruce Boudreau, 53, and Flyers Coach John
Stevens, 41. Both are making their NHL playoff coaching
debuts. Each had a long career as a minor league player,
then spent years honing his bench skills in the American
Hockey League: Boudreau guided the Hershey Bears to
the Calder Cup in 2005-06; Stevens won it with the
Philadelphia Phantoms in 2004-05. Boudreau took over the
last-place Capitals in November and led them to the
franchise’s first playoff berth in five years; Stevens, in his
first full season in Philadelphia, seamlessly integrated nine
new players into the lineup as the Flyers rebounded from a
franchise-worst 56 points a year ago. 

— Tarik El-Bashir

[3] WASHINGTON CAPITALS vs.
[6] PHILADELPHIA FLYERS

SERIES: Best of seven. SEASON SERIES: Tied 2-2.
RECORDS: Capitals (Southeast Division champions), 43-31-8; Flyers (fourth in Atlantic Division), 42-29-11.

WINNER FACES: In the conference semifinals, teams are reseeded.

BY JIM MCISAAC — GETTY IMAGES

Washington’s 
Mike Green led 
NHL defensemen
with 18 goals. 

No. Pos. Name GP G A Pts.

2 D Brian Pothier* 38 5 9 14 

3 D Tom Poti 71 2 27 29 

4 D John Erskine 51 2 7 9 

8 L Alex Ovechkin 82 65 47 112 

10 R Matt Bradley 77 7 11 18 

14 R Eric Fehr 23 1 5 6 

15 R Boyd Gordon 67 7 9 16 

17 R Chris Clark* 18 5 4 9 

19 C Nicklas Backstrom 82 14 55 69 

21 C Brooks Laich 82 21 16 37 

23 D Milan Jurcina 75 1 8 9 

24 L Matt Cooke 78 10 13 23 

25 C Viktor Kozlov 81 16 38 54 

26 D Shaone Morrisonn 76 1 9 10 

28 L Alexander Semin 63 26 16 42 

39 L David Steckel 67 5 7 12 

43 C Tomas Fleischmann 75 10 20 30 

44 D Steve Eminger 20 0 2 2 

52 D Mike Green 82 18 38 56 

53 L Quintin Laing 39 1 5 6 

55 D Jeff Schultz 72 5 13 18 

87 L Donald Brashear 80 5 3 8 

91 C Sergei Fedorov 68 11 30 41 

92 C Michael Nylander* 40 11 26 37 

* — Injured reserve

GOALTENDERS

No. Name GP GAA
Shots
Faced

Goals
Allow.

Save
Pct.

38 Cristobal Huet 52 2.32 1,479 118 .920 

37 Olie Kolzig 54 2.91 1,423 153 .892 

1 Brent Johnson 19 2.67 500 46 .908

Starting goaltender shaded 

COACHES
Bruce Boudreau (head coach)
Jay Leach, Dean Evason, Dave Prior

TEAM STATISTICS
Category Total Rank

Goals (Per Game) 2.90 8

Goals Against (Per Game) 2.77 T-18

Power-Play Percentage 18.8 T-9

Penalty-Kill Percentage 80.5 25

Shots (Per Game) 31.0 T-5

Shots Allowed (Per Game) 27.5 T-8

CAPITALS ROSTER
No. Pos. Name GP G A Pts.

2 D Derian Hatcher 44 2 5 7 

5 D Braydon Coburn 78 9 27 36 

6 D Randy Jones 71 5 26 31 

9 R Scottie Upshall 61 14 16 30 

12 L Simon Gagne* 25 7 11 18 

15 R Joffrey Lupul 56 20 26 46 

17 C Jeff Carter 82 29 24 53 

18 C Mike Richards 73 28 47 75 

19 L Scott Hartnell 80 24 19 43 

20 C R.J. Umberger 74 13 37 50 

21 D Jason Smith 77 1 9 10 

22 R Mike Knuble 82 29 26 55 

24 R Sami Kapanen 74 5 3 8 

25 L Patrick Thoresen 38 2 6 8 

26 D Jaroslav Modry 80 1 8 9 

27 R Steve Downie 32 6 6 12 

28 D Lasse Kukkonen 53 1 4 5 

32 L Riley Cote 70 1 3 4 

34 C Jim Dowd 73 5 5 10 

40 L Vaclav Prospal 80 33 38 71 

44 D Kimmo Timonen 80 8 36 44 

48 C Daniel Briere 79 31 41 72 

53 C Denis Tolpeko 26 1 5 6 

77 D Ryan Parent 22 0 0 0 

* — Injured reserve

GOALTENDERS

No. Name GP GAA
Shots
Faced

Goals
Allow.

Save
Pct.

43 Martin Biron 62 2.59 1,865 153 .918 

30 Antero Niittymaki 28 2.91 739 69 .907 

Starting goaltender shaded 

COACHES
John Stevens (head coach)
Terry Murray, Joe Mullen, Jack McIlhargey, Reggie Lemelin 

TEAM STATISTICS
Category Total Rank

Goals (Per Game) 2.99 6

Goals Against (Per Game) 2.77 T-18

Power-Play Percentage 21.8 2

Penalty-Kill Percentage 83.2 T-10

Shots (Per Game) 28.8 T-15

Shots Allowed (Per Game) 31.8 27

FLYERS ROSTER

Game 2 at Washington
Sunday, 2 p.m.
WRC-4, WBAL-11

Game 1 at Washington
Tonight, 7 p.m.
Comcast SportsNet, Versus

Game 3 at Philadelphia
Tuesday, 7 p.m.
Comcast SportsNet, Versus

Game 4 at Philadelphia
Thursday, 7 p.m.
Comcast SportsNet, Versus

Game 5 at Washington*
April 19, 1 p.m. 
WRC-4, WBAL-11

Game 6 at Philadelphia*
April 21, TBD
Comcast SportsNet, Versus

Game 7 at Washington*
April 22, TBD 
Comcast SportsNet

SERIES
SCHEDULE
*If necessary

Year Player Team (Seed) Playoff Fate

1986–87 Wayne Gretzky Edmonton Oilers (1) Won Stanley Cup

1987–88 Mario Lemieux Pittsburgh Penguins Did not qualify 

1988–89 Wayne Gretzky Los Angeles Kings (4) Lost in second round

1989–90 Mark Messier Edmonton Oilers (3) Lost in conference finals

1990–91 Brett Hull St. Louis Blues (2) Lost in second round

1991–92 Mark Messier New York Rangers (1) Lost in second round 

1992–93 Mario Lemieux Pittsburgh Penguins (1) Lost in second round

1993–94 Sergei Fedorov Detroit Red Wings (1) Lost in first round

1994–95 Eric Lindros Philadelphia Flyers (2) Lost in conference finals

1995–96 Mario Lemieux Pittsburgh Penguins (2) Lost in conference finals

1996–97 Dominik Hasek Buffalo Sabres (2) Lost in second round

1997–98 Dominik Hasek Buffalo Sabres (6) Lost in conference finals

1998–99 Jaromir Jagr Pittsburgh Penguins (8) Lost in second round

1999–2000 Chris Pronger St. Louis Blues (1) Lost in first round

2000–01 Joe Sakic Colorado Avalanche (1) Won Stanley Cup

2001–02 Jose Theodore Montreal Canadiens (8) Lost in second round

2002–03 Peter Forsberg Colorado Avalanche (3) Lost in first round

2003–04 Martin St. Louis Tampa Bay Lightning (1) Won Stanley Cup 

2005–06 Joe Thornton Boston-San Jose (5) Lost in second round 

2006–07 Sidney Crosby Pittsburgh Penguins (5) Lost in first round

Hart-Breaker
Alex Ovechkin is a favorite to win the Hart Trophy as the NHL’s most valuable player. Such an
individual achievement does not always translate to team success in the playoffs. Of the past
20 Hart winners, just three have won the Stanley Cup; four have lost in the first round.

BY TONI L. SANDYS — THE WASHINGTON POST

Nicklas Backstrom, left, has inspired a Swedish blog, while Sergei Fedorov and three countrymen are news in Russia.

Surging Capitals Learn How to Say Bandwagon, in Several Languages
CAPITALS, From E1

703-330-7757

newnewNew management and staff
10955 Lute Court, Manassas, VA

YOUNG’S SPAYOUNG’S SPAYOUNG’S SPA
 1880 Howard Ave. Ste 202 • Vienna, VA (Tysons Corner)

703-506-0303703-506-0303 703-506-0303
 Open: 10am-10pm, 7 days a week

Body work treatmentody work treatment
703-330-7757

10955 Lute Court, Manassas, VA
New Management New Management & & New Staff!New Staff!

GRAND OPENING!

TEA TREE
THERAPY

7635 Leesburg Pike #B
Falls Church, VA 22043

Monday - Saturday 10AM to 8 PM
Sunday 10AM to 6PM

703 917-0029

JASMINE Therapy
“Simply the Best”

Massage
1815 M St. N.W., Wash DC

(202) 223-2334

RIO
1936 9th St. NW (between T and U St.)

Washington, DC
202-518-7690

7 days, 10am-2am

Free ParkingSpa
Greenline/U St.

Aroma Therapy

703-707-0036

22648 Glenn Dr. #101
Sterling, VA 20164

Open 10am – 9pm Daily

Chantilly

Therapy
4429 LaFayette Center Dr. #1775

Chantilly, VA 20151
703-817-0770

wanwan wan
 New Management

 5146 Leesburg Pike
 2nd floor
 Alexandria, Va
 703-575-9666

SpaSpa Spa
Cosmos SPA

OPEN 7 DAYS (10am–9pm)
5711 Centre Square Drive

Centreville, VA

703-266-8787


