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NCAA Tournament
EAST REGION

No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Pts. Rb.
1 Tyrone Nash G Fr. 6-8 1.2 1.5

2 Tory Jackson G So. 5-11 8.1 5.0

5 Tom Kopko G Fr. 6-2 1.0 0.4

13 Ty Proffitt G Fr. 6-4 1.3 0.5

20 Jonathan Peoples G So. 6-3 3.4 1.7

21 Tim Abromaitis F Fr. 6-8 1.8 0.9

23 Kyle McAlarney G Jr. 6-0 15.2 2.0

31 Rob Kurz F Sr. 6-9 12.8 7.5

33 Zach Hillesland F Jr. 6-9 6.2 5.1

40 Luke Zeller F-C Jr. 6-10 4.7 2.3

41 Tim Andree F So. 6-8 1.2 0.8

42 Ryan Ayers G-F Jr. 6-7 7.9 3.3

44 Luke Harangody F So. 6-8 20.8 10.2

STARTERS ARE SHADED

NOTRE DAME ROSTER

Kyle McAlarney might be the
best three-point shooter in the
tournament, shooting 44.8
percent, and preventing his open
looks could decide the game. In
Irish wins, McAlarney shot 49.1
percent from beyond the arc. In
losses, he shot just 27.7 percent

DIFFERENCE MAKER
Jim Larranaga moved Folarin
Campbell back to point guard
after a loss to Kent State.
Campbell also adjusted to being
a father and, as he said, “the
face of George Mason.” He
scored at least 15 points in each
of the Patriots’ final 17 games. 

DIFFERENCE MAKER

NOVEMBER

St. Ambrose W, 109-53 vs. Baylor L, 68-64

St. Edward’s W, 71-56 vs. Georgia Tech L, 70-69

Long Island W, 82-50 Youngstown State W, 87-75

vs. Monmouth W, 76-33 Colgate W, 94-63

DECEMBER

Eastern Michigan W, 76-65 San Francisco W, 84-76

vs. Kansas State W, 68-59 Brown W, 87-54

North Illinois W, 108-62 North Florida W, 77-58

JANUARY

West Virginia W, 69-56 at Georgetown L, 84-65

Connecticut W, 73-67 at Villanova W, 90-80

at Marquette L, 92-66 Providence W, 81-74

Cincinnati W, 91-74

FEBRUARY

DePaul W, 89-80 at Rutgers W, 71-68

at Seton Hall W, 95-69 Pittsburgh W, 82-70

Marquette W, 86-83 Syracuse W, 94-87

at Connecticut L, 84-78 at Louisville L, 90-85

MARCH

at DePaul W, 98-81 at South Florida W, 67-60

St. John’s W, 68-55 Marquette* L, 89-79

*BIG EAST TOURNAMENT

RESULTS NOVEMBER

Vermont W, 60-53 vs. Villanova L, 84-76

Cleveland State W, 56-47 vs. South Carolina W, 69-68

Dayton W, 67-56 Drexel W, 85-38

vs. Kansas State W, 87-77

DECEMBER

vs. East Carolina L, 68-65 at Florida Int’l W, 86-68

Hampton W, 57-54 Liberty W, 72-64

at Kent State L, 73-55

JANUARY

at Georgia State L, 66-64 at J. Madison W, 96-75

Towson W, 72-63 Old Dominion W, 86-53

at Delaware L, 73-68 at Wilmington L, 61-58

Northeastern W, 80-52 VCU W, 63-51

at Hofstra W, 85-78

FEBRUARY

James Madison W, 72-46 Wilmington L, 75-73

at Drexel W, 75-65 Delaware W, 70-58

at Old Dominion L, 72-64 at Ohio L, 69-57

at Towson W, 85-73 William & Mary W, 60-54

MARCH

at Northeastern L, 70-59 Wilmington* W, 53-41

Northeastern* W, 63-52 William & Mary* W, 68-59

*CAA TOURNAMENT

RESULTS

No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Pts. Rb.
1 Dre Smith G Jr. 6-0 8.6 2.0

2 Jordan Carter G Sr. 6-0 2.8 1.9

4 Jay Threatt G Fr. 5-10 0.0 0.5

20 Cam Long G Jr. 6-4 4.1 2.3

23 John Vaughan G Jr. 6-3 12.6 4.0

25 Isaiah Tate G Fr. 6-4 1.2 0.5

33 Louis Birdsong F So. 6-6 6.2 3.9

34 Will Thomas F Sr. 6-7 15.8 10.5

40 Chris Fleming F Jr. 6-7 1.5 0.8

41 Vlad Moldoveanu F Fr. 6-10 2.3 2.1

42 Folarin Campbell G-F Sr. 6-4 15.9 4.5

STARTERS ARE SHADED

GEORGE MASON ROSTER

FRONT COURT: The threat Luke Harangody presents is obvious. The 6-8,
251-pound battering ram of a forward was named the Big East player of
the year after averaging 20.8 and 10.2 rebounds. He scored in double
figures every game this season but one, a blowout win over Monmouth
in November. Rob Kurz is dangerous in a more subtle way: The 6-foot-8
forward shoots 40 percent on three-pointers and grabs 7.5 rebounds
per game. The Irish will enjoy not only the advantage in star power,
but also size. George Mason’s three primary forwards are each 6-7
or shorter; Notre Dame’s four primary forwards are each 6-8 or
taller. Will Thomas, though, plays far bigger than 6-7. As a
sophomore, he dominated future NBA players as the Patriots
beat Connecticut in the region final. This season, with 15.8
points and 10.5 rebounds, he, along with Harangody, is one of
just seven players in the tournament who averages a
double-double.

BACK COURT: While Harangody receives the bulk of
attention, opponents can’t collapse on him because of how
dangerous Notre Dame’s guards are beyond the three-point
arc. Notre Dame shoots 41 percent from three-point range,
best among teams in the tournament other than Cornell.
Larranaga was quick to point out to his team that the Irish led
the country in assists this season with 18.9 per game, a product of
Harangody’s underrated ability to find open sharpshooters when
double-teamed and the guards’ ability to penetrate and pass out
the ball. The Patriots defend the perimeter well, holding
opponents to 33 percent shooting on three-point attempts. Dre
Smith is coming out of a slump that began after he set an NCAA
record by making all 10 threes he attempted in one game.

BENCHES: Neither team relies heavily on its reserves, but that
might change with the mile-high altitude in Denver. The most
dangerous reserve for either team is 6-8 Notre Dame junior
Ryan Ayers, who can play like a guard or a forward. He
made 46.5 percent of his three-pointers and scored 7.9
points per game. Freshman Cam Long leads George
Mason’s reserves at 4.1 points per game.

COACHES: Kryptonite, anyone? Jim Larranaga earned
widespread fame as the face of George Mason’s run to
the 2006 Final Four with his inspiring and comedic
pregame speeches. “They’re spontaneous,” he said.
Mike Brey, a former Duke assistant and head coach at
Delaware, arrived in South Bend, Ind., in 2000, when
the Irish had not been to the NCAA tournament in
more than a decade. He has led them there for a fifth
time, including a trip to the round of 16 in 2003.

— Adam Kilgore

[5] NOTRE DAME vs.
[12] GEORGE MASON

George Mason
senior forward Will
Thomas averages
15.8 points and
10.5 rebounds. 

WHEN: 9:50 p.m. WHERE: Pepsi Center, Denver (19,155). TV: WUSA-9, WJZ-13.
TV ANNOUNCERS: Gus Johnson, Len Elmore. RADIO: WTEM (980 AM).

RECORDS: Fighting Irish (Big East, at-large), 24-7; Patriots (CAA, champion), 23-10.
WINNER FACES: Washington State-Winthrop winner on Saturday in Denver.

shot.”
He rocked back in his seat at the

Patriot Center, rubbed his goatee and
smiled. 

“It was a great shot,” he added.
“But, you know, I think I can make
some more big ones this week. I hope
to.”

This is where the “Whatever
Happened to Folarin Campbell?”
story forks, where he and his
teammates refused to let old
memories get in the way of new
frontiers.

With stingy defense and clutch
shots from Campbell and Will
Thomas, his rubber-band-man senior
sidekick in the post, the Patriots won
the Colonial Athletic Association
tournament to secure an automatic
bid to the real step show. In the
process, they rebooted Mason
Nation. Tonight, they face a group of
brutish, three-point bombers from
Notre Dame in Denver. Undersize in
March as usual, their No. 12 seeding
indicative of what kind of shot Mason
is supposed to have of upsetting a
member of the Big East elite, they’re
back, with much of their senior floor
leader’s tale still to tell.

Campbell never disappeared. He
studied hard to ensure his
communications degree this May,
continued dating his high school
sweetheart from Silver Spring, lost a
heartbreaking CAA final to Virginia
Commonwealth a year ago — a
crushing loss that made him realize
how much he missed the tournament
— and earlier this year emerged from
the other side of a family situation
that almost undermined his senior
season.

The situation slobbers, is cuddly
and has a name: Cade, as in Folarin
Cade Campbell. He is the
large-and-in-charge, 24-pound,
8-month-old son belonging to
Campbell and Sherryta Stokes, a
Manhattan College volleyball player
who managed to honor her
scholarship last August despite giving
birth July 16. Cade “just happened,
but we’re glad he did,” Campbell said,
while acknowledging how much the
child, whom Sherryta’s parents care
for while their daughter is away at
college, came to dominate his life.

“He was just so tired driving back
and forth,” Stokes said by telephone
yesterday. “He kept saying, ‘I want to
see my boy, I want to spend time with
him.’ But he wasn’t playing very well.
I told him he’s not going to remember
everything at this age, so you need to
handle your business right now. It
was hard, because I know how much
he wanted to see him.”

Campbell added: “My focus was
more on him than basketball, which
was fine. But I just wasn’t
concentratin’. Beginning of the
season, I would drive home after

practice. I finally sat down and talked
with her parents and my parents. And
they just kind of told me: ‘Focus on
the game, focus on this season. We’re
going to take care of him and he’ll be
fine.’ 

“When I heard that, I was able to
stay after practice and get some more
shots up and do more things here.
And I just started playing well. Now
I’m able to balance seeing him and
playing basketball.”

He said an early-season meeting
with Coach Jim Larranaga also was
pivotal. A heart-to-heart at the airport
with Larranaga after a 73-55 loss to
Kent State in early December
changed Mason’s fortunes. Campbell
told his coach he felt more
comfortable as the team’s point
guard, which he played his
sophomore year. The most
multidimensional player in school
history at 6 feet 4 and 205 pounds,
Campbell had played every position
but center for the Patriots. But he
wanted to run the offense again

before his career at Mason ran out on
him.

Larranaga listened. 
“I told him I trusted him,” he said.

“And I understood. And I talked to
my staff. Next day I called him in and
said: ‘Hey, you’re at the point. It’s
your ball. Run the team.’ ”

The offense gradually slowed down
at the request of a grounded and
centered senior, who understood the
pace and cadence needed for Mason
to thrive — the extra half-second for a
shooter to curl off a screen, the
patience to re-post Thomas so he
could get closer to the goal and back
his man down. 

“After Kent State, I felt in control,”
he said. “If we were down, I would
stay calm instead of just rushing
things.”

The Patriots began to pile up
victories before a late swoon hurt any
at-large chances they had and forced
Mason to win the conference
tournament to get in. It was then that
the old Campbell fully emerged,

knocking down big three-pointers,
going hard to his right, crossing-up
defenders, winning the tournament
MVP, delivering that same pretty
step-back jumper — circa Larry Bird
1986 or Folarin Campbell 2006.

“It was almost like a Michael
Jordan-type thing, where he hit a shot
and his career took off,” said Thomas,
his roommate for four years. He
added he had seen a different side to
the eternally upbeat and smiling
Campbell as recently as last week.

“Winning the CAA championship,
seeing him on the bench crying, that
was new,” Thomas said. “I didn’t see
nobody else cry except for him. I
guess it was all that joy of winning the
championship. I [hadn’t] seen him in
cry the last four years about anything.
He’s always upbeat, but not so much
that he’ll cry.” 

Campbell explained how euphoric
he felt winning the title, a first in his
Mason career. “I mean, if you told me
I would have two trips to the NCAA
tournament in four years, a CAA title
and a Final Four — and now there’s
more to come? Man.”

He said he never lamented not
playing in a power conference for an
elite program, especially after a
summer run at an open gym with
Maryland and Georgetown players,
post Final Four. James Gist and Jessie
Sapp congratulated him and told
Campbell, “Y’all made it; we can’t
believe it.”

“Of course when I was younger I
wanted to go to the big-time schools,”
he said. “As I got older, you realize
you want to go somewhere where you
can play and contribute right away.” 

It was nearing 2 p.m. Tuesday in
Fairfax, behind the Patriot Center
after practice. The team charter bus,
Scenic America No. 571, was being
loaded with uniforms and basketballs
and suitcases packed for a full
weekend in Denver. Campbell wore
green Mason sweats, Bose
headphones and a 76ers baseball hat
backward. He slapped high-fives with
a few dozen students and teachers
who had come to see the Patriots on
another March journey. 

“We know it can be done because
we’ve done it before,” he said. 

As he climbed aboard, it almost
seemed cliche to ask anything else
about the shot over Rudy Gay or
Mason’s past. He and the Patriots
indeed have a present, a huge game
tonight, and they will be led onto the
court by their senior with the same
sophomore smile, whose first name in
Nigerian means “walk with glory.”

Neither he nor his team’s story
could be discarded like old
newspapers after all. Folarin
Campbell and George Mason went
about their journey, finding their path
back to the tournament two long
years after their majestic run. It turns
out we were the ones stuck in the
past.

MIKE WISE

Campbell Hopes the Final Four Isn’t the Only Lasting Memory
WISE, From E7

BY JOHN MCDONNELL — THE WASHINGTON POST

After an early-season switch to point guard, Folarin Campbell helped George Mason
shoot to the Colonial Athletic Association title and an NCAA tournament berth.

make him feel like he’s crowded.”
The Patriots’ first recourse to stop Harangody is to try

to prevent him from getting the ball. If and when he does
receive it, the Patriots will swarm him, cognizant of block-
ing his passing lanes to outside shooters and immediately
rushing back to the perimeter to contest shots.

Before the Patriots left Fairfax on Tuesday, they prac-
ticed defending screens in a manner that does not allow
space for Notre Dame’s guards to fire open shots from the
perimeter. Though Harangody demands special atten-
tion, Larranaga will not drastically alter his approach.
That includes tinkering with his offense expressly to draw
fouls on Harangody.

“The thing I learned most about being in this tourna-
ment is you don’t want to make changes,” Larranaga said.
“You got to do what you do and do that well. If you’re con-
stantly adjusting to the opponent, and you’re doing some-
thing you haven’t done all year long, how can you expect
your kids to do that well when you’ve got something else
you’ve been doing all year long they probably believe in?”

Larranaga, of course, has a well of recent experience to
draw from. The notion of forcing the other team to adjust
to his team, and not vice versa, became most clear for him
in the 2006 regional final against Connecticut. From the
sideline, with roughly 10 minutes remaining in reg-
ulation, Larranaga called for the Patriots to run “In-Out-
In,” a relatively simple play: A guard passes to a forward in
the post; the forward passes the ball back to the perim-
eter; the guard passes it right back inside.

The Huskies defended the three-point line fiercely, but
were content to play one-on-one inside on Will Thomas
and Jai Lewis. Larranaga figured Connecticut would
change its defense after In-Out-In worked three or four
times, but it never did. So the Patriots did something ex-
traordinary, something Larranaga had never done before
and has not done since: They ran the same play 25 consec-
utive possessions and did not substitute for the final 15
minutes of the game. 

“U-Conn. was so talented, so big, so good, they felt like
they don’t have to change anything,” Larranaga said. “We
said, ‘What you do doesn’t bother us that much. So we’re
going to keep doing what we do.’ ”

So as the Patriots consider how to guard Harangody,
they’re confident Notre Dame is worried about how to
stop Thomas, now a senior. A destructive offensive player,
Harangody is not known for his defense. While the
Patriots won’t force the issue in drawing fouls on Ha-
rangody, they also know it wouldn’t hurt. 

“I don’t think any of their big men can really stick with
Will or any of our other post players,” sophomore forward
Louis Birdsong said. “They’re probably not as quick as we
are. We can maybe get them in foul trouble.” 

Though George Mason faced another major conference
player of the year this season, Kansas State’s Michael
Beasley, the Patriots said Harangody most reminds them
of 6-foot-10 center Kuljanin of North Carolina Wilming-
ton. The main difference between them, Thomas said, is
that Harangody is more athletic. 

In three games against George Mason, Kuljanin aver-
aged 10.3 points and 12.6 rebounds. UNC Wilmington
won the first two meetings, but Mason held the Seahawks
to 41 points in a victory in the CAA tournament. 

And, like Notre Dame, UNC- Wilmington has another
tall forward in 6-foot-9 Todd Hendley. 

“The difference is,” Larranaga said, “Notre Dame’s got
like eight of those guys.”

One of them, though, stands out most. George Mason
has not faced a player quite like Harangody this season, in
large part because there might not be another player quite
like him this season.

“He’s pretty much a beast down low,” Notre Dame
guard Kyle McAlarney said. “I think the whole country
knows that.”

Larranaga, GMU
Weigh Approach
PATRIOTS, From E1


