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NCAA Tournament
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

Brandon Rush is comfortable
leading a balanced attack, but
against a team as high-powered
as Memphis he needs to assert
himself. He’ll also be charged
with stopping Chris
Douglas-Roberts, which no one
has done in the tournament. 

DIFFERENCE MAKER

BACK COURTS: Memphis’s Derrick Rose and Chris
Douglas-Roberts have become the tournament’s leading duo,
a nearly unstoppable combination because of their
athleticism. They scored 53 points combined against UCLA,
but they’ll meet their most difficult challenge against Kansas.
“It’s like we’re looking at a mirror image,” Douglas-Roberts
said. Rose and Douglas-Roberts have dominated smaller
guards, but Brandon Rush, Kansas’s leading scorer and a
stellar defender, stands 6 feet 6, and Mario Chalmers will
make Rose work defensively. Kansas Coach Bill Self wasn’t
divulging yesterday how he’ll try to stop the Tigers, who
average 80 points per game, 14th nationally. But Memphis
Coach John Calipari said his team will be ready for anything,
even a zone. That might not be the answer: Douglas-Roberts
has taken and made more three-pointers this season than his
first two years combined, going 43 of 104 from beyond the
arc. Kansas ranks third nationally in field goal percentage
defense, limiting opponents to 37.9 percent shooting from
the field.

FRONT COURTS: Memphis assistant coach Derek Kellogg
estimated that no two teams converted more slam dunks this
year than Memphis and Kansas, partly because both teams
like throwing lob passes to their athletic forwards. The lobs
may provide glamorous highlights, but evenly matched big
men should create a bruising game inside. Memphis guard
Antonio Anderson said Tigers forwards Robert Dozier and
Joey Dorsey are nearly identical to Darrell Arthur and
Darnell Jackson, respectively. The Jayhawks block six shots
per game, 12th in the country; Kansas blocked nine shots
against North Carolina to tie a national semifinal record.

BENCHES: Memphis and Kansas were widely regarded all
season as two of the nation’s deepest teams. Jayhawks
forward Sasha Kaun, who is originally from Russia, will likely
play in the NBA next season. Freshman forward Cole Aldrich
gained notice for slowing down Tyler Hansbrough, but will
his defense be needed against Dorsey? Guard Sherron
Collins, only 5-11, is the best reserve scorer in the game,
averaging 9.2 points. When Dozier struggles, Memphis
forward Shawn Taggart mixes tough inside scoring and a
surprising touch from outside. Aside from Taggart, Memphis
rarely used its bench Saturday night because its starters
played so effectively.

COACHES: Bill Self and John Calipari both coached under
Larry Brown at Kansas early in their careers, and his
influence remains with them as each prepares for his first
national title game. Self called this the best week of his
coaching career, but Calipari has insisted he’s approaching
the title game as just another contest, a departure from his
Final Four trip with Massachusetts in 1996. “I did not feel
that way when I was [37],” Calipari said. “I was a little bit
overwhelmed with the whole environment.”

— Adam Kilgore

[1] MEMPHIS vs.
[1] KANSAS

WHEN: 9 p.m. WHERE: Alamodome in San Antonio. TV: WUSA-9, WJZ-13. RADIO: WTEM (980 AM). 
RECORDS: Tigers (Conference USA, champion), 38-1; Jayhawks (Big 12 champion, 36-3.

COACHES: John Calipari (412-135 in eight seasons overall, 219-64 in eight seasons at Memphis);
Bill Self (348-137 in 15 seasons overall, 141-32 in five seasons at Kansas).

BY JED JACOBSOHN — GETTY
IMAGES

Memphis’s Joey
Dorsey is one of
several athletic
forwards on the
two teams.

No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Pts. Reb.
00 Darrell Arthur F So. 6-9 12.6 6.2

2 Conner Teahan G Fr. 6-5 2.2 0.4

3 Russell Robinson G Sr. 6-1 7.4 2.8

4 Sherron Collins G So. 5-11 9.2 2.1

5 Rodrick Stewart G Sr. 6-4 2.8 2.2

10 Jeremy Case G Sr. 6-1 1.6 0.3

14 Tyrel Reed G Fr. 6-3 2.0 0.4

15 Mario Chalmers G Jr. 6-1 12.6 3.1

24 Sasha Kaun C Sr. 6-11 7.2 3.9

25 Brandon Rush G Jr. 6-6 13.4 5.1

32 Darnell Jackson F Sr. 6-8 11.3 6.6

45 Cole Aldrich C Fr. 6-11 2.9 3.1

STARTERS ARE SHADED

KANSAS ROSTER

NOVEMBER

La.-Monroe W, 107-78 Northern Arizona W, 87-46

Mo. Kansas City W, 85-62 Arizona W, 76-72

Washburn W, 92-60 Florida Atlantic W, 87-49

DECEMBER

at Southern Cal W, 59-55 at Georgia Tech W, 71-66

E. Washington W, 85-47 Miami (Ohio) W, 78-54

DePaul W, 84-66 Yale W, 86-53

Ohio W, 88-51

JANUARY

at Boston College W, 85-60 at Missouri W, 76-70

Loyola (Md.) W, 90-60 Iowa St. W, 83-59

at Nebraska W, 79-58 Nebraska W, 84-49

Oklahoma W, 85-55 at Kansas St. L, 84-75

FEBRUARY

at Colorado W, 72-59 Colorado W, 69-45

Missouri W, 90-71 at Oklahoma St. L, 61-60

Baylor W, 100-90 at Iowa St. W, 75-64

at Texas L, 72-69

MARCH

Kansas St. W, 88-74 Texas* W, 84-74

Texas Tech W, 109-51 Portland St.** W, 85-61

at Texas A&M W, 72-55 UNLV** W, 75-56

Nebraska* W, 64-54 Villanova** W, 72-57

Texas A&M* W, 77-71 Davidson** W, 59-57

APRIL

North Carolina** W, 84-66

*BIG 12 TOURNAMENT **NCAA TOURNAMENT

RESULTS

When Joey Dorsey plays well,
teammates say, Memphis wins.
For Dorsey, playing well means
devouring rebounds and shutting
down his man, which he did
against UCLA by grabbing 15
rebounds and holding Kevin Love
to two points after halftime. 

DIFFERENCE MAKER

No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Pts. Reb.
0 Shawn Taggart F So. 6-10 6.0 4.2

1 Willie Kemp G So. 6-2 5.2 1.0

2 Robert Dozier F Jr. 6-9 9.1 6.7

3 Joey Dorsey F Sr. 6-9 6.9 9.7

4 Pierre Niles F So. 6-8 .7 .8

5 Antonio Anderson G Jr. 6-6 8.5 3.7 

14 Chris Douglas-Roberts G Jr. 6-7 18.0 4.2

20 Doneal Mack G So. 6-5 7.1 1.7

23 Derrick Rose G Fr. 6-3 14.8 4.5

31 Chance McGrady G Jr. 6-2 .6 .7

32 Jeff Robinson G Fr. 6-5 3.0 2.3

35 Hashim Bailey F So. 6-10 .4 .2

STARTERS ARE SHADED

MEMPHIS ROSTER

NOVEMBER

Tenn.-Martin W, 102-71 Connecticut W, 81-70

Richmond W, 80-63 Arkansas State W, 84-63

Oklahoma W, 63-53 Austin Peay W, 104-82

DECEMBER

Southern Cal W, 62-58 Georgetown W, 85-71

at Mid. Tenn. St. W, 65-41 Arizona W, 76-63

at Cincinnati W, 79-69

JANUARY

Siena W, 102-58 S. Mississippi W, 83-47

Pepperdine W, 90-53 at Tulsa W, 56-41

East Carolina W, 99-58 Gonzaga W, 81-73

at Marshall W, 68-45 at Houston W, 89-77

at Rice W, 77-50

FEBRUARY

UTEP W, 70-64 at UAB W, 79-78

S. Methodist W, 77-48 at Tulane W, 97-71

Central Florida W, 85-64 Tennessee L, 66-62

Houston W, 68-59 Tulsa W, 82-67

MARCH

at S. Mississippi W, 76-67 Tulsa* W, 77-51

at S. Methodist W, 72-55 Texas-Arl. W, 87-63

UAB W, 94-56 Mississippi St.** W, 77-74

Tulane* W, 75-56 Michigan St.** W, 92-74

S. Mississippi* W, 69-53 Texas** W, 85-67

APRIL

UCLA** W, 78-63

*CONFERENCE USA TOURNAMENT ** NCAA TOURNAMENT

RESULTS

SAN ANTONIO

M onday night’s national
championship game
between Kansas and

Memphis will be broken down
about a million different ways
before the game tips off, but to
many the matchup is really
simple: the kids from one of
basketball’s Valhallas vs. the kids
from one of its outhouses.

That might sound harsh, but
that’s the perception John
Calipari and his talented and
tough-minded players encounter
despite now being just 40 minutes
from quieting their myriad
doubters by winning a national
championship and setting the
record for victories in a college
basketball season.

“We’ve heard the negativity all
year, and it just bounces off us at
this point,” said Chris
Douglas-Roberts, who is both the
Tigers’ top scorer and team
leader. “We’ve been hearing it all
year. We’re just playing and you
know what? We’re playing really
well.”

The negativity goes way
beyond all the questions about
Memphis’s free throw shooting or
the weak league it played in. It has
more to do with the school’s past
and with the coach’s past. And
most of all, it has to do with
flawed perceptions about schools
considered hoops royalty and
programs that are supposed to be
relegated to the servants’ quarters
this time of year.

North Carolina Coach Roy
Williams talks about how he has
the best kids; Calipari talks about
how he has tough kids. There’s an
unspoken code here: Walk the
streets here and coaches will stop
you to tell you how shocked you
would be if you could see the
transcripts of the players from
Memphis (never mind that many
of those same coaches tried
unsuccessfully to recruit those
same players to their “elite”
programs). One of the jokes
making the rounds all week has
been that the NCAA is already
making up Final Four T-shirts for
this year that will say: North
Carolina-Kansas-UCLA-Vacated.

It’s certainly true that Calipari’s
Massachusetts team was forced to
vacate its 1996 Final Four
appearance because of NCAA
rules violations. It is just as true
that Memphis went on NCAA

probation shortly after its 1985
appearance in the Final Four. And
yet, no one talks much about the
fact that Dean Smith took over a
North Carolina program in 1961
that had just been put on
probation or that Larry Brown

coached a UCLA team that had
vacated its 1980 Final Four
appearance and left Kansas in
1988 after winning a national
championship and helping the
Jayhawks to land on probation
during Williams’s first year there

where some of this sentiment
originates, either: All of Calipari’s
players are African Americans, a
number of them from so-called
“tough” backgrounds. Like
virtually every top-level college
basketball team, UCLA, North
Carolina and Kansas are
dominated by African American
players, but each also gets
significant contributions from
white players. 

That shouldn’t matter even a
little — and thankfully it matters
less now than it did 20 years ago
when John Thompson was labeled
a racist in many quarters for not
having any white players at
Georgetown — but ask yourself
this: If Memphis had flown out to
a 40-12 lead only to let its
opponent get back to 54-50 — as
Kansas did against North
Carolina because it “kept taking
stupid shots out there,” as
Brandon Rush put it — would the
Tigers have been portrayed as
kids whose enthusiasm got the
best of them or as an
out-of-control group with more
athleticism than basketball sense?

And that’s just not fair. If you
spend five minutes with
Douglas-Roberts, it will become
apparent that he’s as bright and
mature as any college basketball
player you are likely to meet. Joey
Dorsey is clever and funny, and
Derrick Rose is clearly everyone’s
little brother, someone who has
learned as he has gone this
season.

Still, the sentiment lingers that
a team made up of black kids who
play up-tempo basketball can’t
possibly play the game the “right”
way and can’t possibly be the
beloved “student-athletes” the
NCAA won’t stop trumpeting. In
other words, they can’t possibly
be the “best” kids.

So Kansas enters Monday night
carrying the banner of the
basketball establishment. And
make no mistake: The Jayhawks
have, in Bill Self, someone who
looks and sounds like he just came
from a screen test to play the role
of a good guy basketball coach.
And they have pedigree.

Kansas won the national
championship in 1952 when a
bench-warmer named Dean Smith
was assigned to try to scalp his
teammates’ tickets. (“I couldn’t
get anything for them,” he said.
“No one was really that interested

in college basketball in Portland,
Oregon.”) The Jayhawks were
involved in one of the greatest
games in tournament history: the
triple-overtime 1957
championship game against North
Carolina. (For the record, their
star player in that game, Wilt
Chamberlain, left college after his
sophomore year.) The 1988
Jayhawks — the Danny and the
Miracles team led by current KU
assistant coach Danny Manning
— won the title in one of college
basketball’s best feel-good stories.
Kansas plays its games at (Phog)
Allen Fieldhouse, which is located
on (James) Naismith Drive. 

This is the seventh Final Four
for Kansas since Memphis last
made it in 1985. Dana Kirk, the
last Memphis coach to take the
Tigers to the Final Four, did jail
time. The only other time
Memphis was in the
championship game it became the
answer to a trivia question: Who
was UCLA’s opponent when Bill
Walton hit 21 of 22 shots in the
title game?

Calipari is as slick and clever as
Self is polished and polite. No one
will ever confuse him with Dean
Smith or Roy Williams. But here’s
a fact: He took over a U-Mass.
program that was coming off 10
straight losing seasons and built a
national power. He took over a
Memphis program that was
foundering and has won more
than 30 games three straight
years and has his team one game
from a national title.

You can make all the jokes you
want about transcripts and
history — name a major program
that doesn’t have some serious
skeletons in its basketball closet
— but in the end there’s really
only one thing Calipari and Self
have in common: Both can really
coach.

It doesn’t matter where any of
the players on the court Monday
night came from. It matters where
they are right now: in the national
championship game. The best
team will win and cut down the
nets.

The past — whether it be that
of the schools, the coaches or the
players — doesn’t matter. Both
teams deserve to be here. To
imply that one is somehow more
worthy than the other is
short-sighted, unfair and, quite
simply, wrong. 

as coach.
So let’s not get carried away

with the notion of Memphis as the
“renegade program” threatening
the dominance of the squeaky
clean establishment. 

Let’s also not be naive about

ON BASKETBALL
John Feinstein

When Unfair Perceptions Meet Reality

BY DAVID J. PHILLIP — ASSOCIATED PRESS

Coach John Calipari has built Memphis into a consistent basketball power and is one game from his first national title.


