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College Basketball

Game times are approximate

National 
Championship

Tampa, April 8

Greensboro, N.C.
March 30 and April 1

Spokane, Wash.
March 29 and 31

New Orleans
March 29 and 31

Oklahoma City
March 30 and April 1

Bridgeport, Conn.
Sunday/Tuesday

Albuquerque
Saturday/Monday

Norfolk
Sunday/Tuesday

Des Moines
Saturday/Monday

Stanford
Saturday/Monday

College Park
Sunday/Tuesday

Albuquerque
Saturday/Monday

Stanford
Saturday/Monday

Norfolk
Sunday/Tuesday

W. Lafayette, Ind.
Sunday/Tuesday

Bridgeport, Conn.
Sunday/Tuesday

Baton Rouge
Saturday/Monday

Des Moines
Saturday/Monday

W. Lafayette, Ind.
Sunday/Tuesday

College Park
Sunday/Tuesday

Baton Rouge
Saturday/Monday

Tampa
April 6

Tampa
April 6
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 1 North Carolina (30-2)

 16 Bucknell (16-15)

 8 Georgia (22-9)

 9 Iowa (21-10)

 5 Kansas State (21-9)

 12 Chattanooga (29-3)

 4 Louisville (24-9)

 13 Miami (Ohio) (23-10)

 6 Ohio State (22-8)

 11 Florida State (18-13)

 3 Oklahoma State (25-7)

 14 East Tennessee St. (21-11)

 7 Marist (31-2)

 10 DePaul (20-11)

 2 Louisiana St. (27-5)

 15 Jackson State (18-13)

 1 Tennessee (30-2)

 16 Oral Roberts (19-13)

 8 Utah (27-4)

 9 Purdue (18-14)

 5 Notre Dame (23-8)

 12 Southern Methodist (24-8)

 4 Oklahoma (21-8)

 13 Illinois State (26-6)

 6 Arizona St. (21-10)

 11 Temple (21-12)

 3 Duke (23-9)

 14 Murray State (24-7)

 7 Syracuse (22-8)

 10 Hartford (27-5)

 2 Texas A&M (26-7)

 15 Texas-San Antonio (23-9)

 1 Connecticut (32-1)

 16 Cornell (20-8)

 8 Texas (21-12)

 9 Minnesota (20-11)

 5 Old Dominion (29-4)

 12 Liberty (28-3)

 4 Virginia (23-9)

 13 UC Santa Barbara (23-7)

 6 Geo. Washington (25-6)

 11 Auburn (20-11)

 3 California (26-6)

 14 San Diego (19-12)

 7 Iowa State (20-12)

 10 Georgia Tech (22-9)

 2 Rutgers (24-6)

 15 Robert Morris (23-9)

 1 Maryland (30-3)

 16 Coppin State (22-11)

 8 Nebraska (20-11)

 9 Xavier (24-8)

 5 West Virginia (24-7)

 12 New Mexico (20-12)

 4 Vanderbilt (23-8)

 13 Montana (25-6)

 6 Pittsburgh (22-10)

 11 Wyoming (24-6)

 3 Baylor (24-6)

 14 Fresno State (22-10)

 7 Texas-El Paso (27-3)

 10 Western Kentucky (26-7)

 2 Stanford (30-3)

 15 Cleveland State (19-13)
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Associated Press

Connecticut’s four seniors have
never been to the Final Four. To
get there before their college ca-
reers end, the Huskies must po-
tentially get past Big East rival
Rutgers in the Greensboro region-
al.

The No. 1 seeded Huskies
(32-1) will open against No. 16
Cornell on Sunday in Bridgeport,
Conn.

Other No. 1 seeds are North
Carolina, Tennessee and Mary-
land.

Connecticut, ranked atop the
AP poll for 12 of the final 13
weeks, is hoping to get to the Final
Four for the first time since 2004.
The Huskies lost to LSU in the re-
gion final last season.

“Connecticut being the overall
No. 1 got first shot at regional se-
lection,” Committee Chair Judy
Southard said. “As we moved on
through placing the teams in the
bracket, when we got to Rutgers
they also were shipped to Greens-
boro.

“We spent quite a bit of time
studying that and trying to find a
way to avoid that happening. Once
we really got to analyzing it, we
got to an impasse if we were to
protect the balance of the brack-
et.”

If the Huskies don’t get to the
Final Four — April 6-8 in Tampa
— it will be the first Connecticut
senior class in 20 years to not have
played in at least the national
semifinals.

No. 2 seed Rutgers handed Con-
necticut its lone loss, beating the
Huskies on Feb. 5 in a Big East
matchup. Rutgers lost in the na-
tional championship game last
season to Tennessee.

“With so many teams to choose
from it’s kind of ironic,” Connecti-
cut Coach Geno Auriemma said. “I
guess Rutgers is the number eight
seed in the country? I find that
hard to believe, but I guess they
are. If I were them, I’d be question-
ing a little bit what’s going on.”

Other games in the Greensboro
regional are No. 8 Texas vs. No. 9
Minnesota, No. 5 Old Dominion
vs. No. 12 Liberty, No. 4 Virginia
vs. No. 13 UC Santa Barbara, No.
6 George Washington vs. No. 11
Auburn, No. 3 California vs. No.
14 San Diego, No. 7 Iowa State vs.
No. 10 Georgia Tech, and No. 2
Rutgers vs. No. 15 Robert Morris.

Defending champion Tennessee
is the top seed in the Oklahoma
City regional. The Lady Vols’ bid
for back-to-back national champi-
onships begins Sunday against
Oral Roberts.

Others in the Oklahoma City re-

gional are No. 8 Utah vs. No. 9
Purdue, No. 5 Notre Dame vs. No.
12 Southern Methodist, No. 4
Oklahoma vs. No. 13 Illinois State,
No. 6 Arizona State vs. No. 11
Temple, No. 3 Duke vs. No. 14
Murray State, No. 7 Syracuse vs.
No. 10 Hartford, and No. 2 Texas
A&M vs. No. 15 Texas-San Anto-
nio.

North Carolina earned the top
seed in the New Orleans regional.
The Tar Heels open on Sunday
against No. 16 Bucknell. The Tar
Heels ran through the Atlantic
Coast Conference undefeated.
Their only two losses came
against Tennessee and Connecti-
cut.

Other games in the New Or-
leans regional are No. 8 Georgia
vs. No. 9 Iowa, No. 5 Kansas State
vs. No. 12 Chattanooga, No. 4
Louisville vs. No. 13 Miami, Ohio,
No. 6 Ohio State vs. No. 11 Florida
State, No. 3 Oklahoma State vs.
No. 14 East Tennessee State, No.
7 Marist vs. No. 10 DePaul, and
No. 2 LSU vs. No. 15 Jackson
State.

LSU has reached the Final Four
the past four seasons.

In the Spokane region, where
Maryland is the No. 1 seed, No. 2
seed Stanford is trying to become
the first Pacific-10 team to make
the Final Four in a decade.

BY FRED BECKHAM — ASSOCIATED PRESS

U-Conn., here celebrating it’s Big East tournament championship last week, will open against Cornell on Sunday.

U-Conn. vs. Rutgers Looms

By Steven Goff

Washington Post Staff Writer

The George Washington
women’s team is heading to
California — again.

One year after winning two
NCAA tournament games in Los
Angeles, the Colonials (25-6)
will travel to the Bay Area as a
No. 6 seed and face a familiar
foe, 11th-seeded Auburn (20-
11), on Saturday at Stanford’s
Maples Pavilion.

“We have a special bond with
Cali,” senior guard Sarah-Jo
Lawrence said during a team
gathering at Smith Center last
night.

“We don’t lose in California,”
added junior guard Lisa Steele,
whose three-pointer with 1.1
seconds left on Jan. 3 gave GW a
68-66 victory at Auburn. The
Colonials also defeated the Ti-
gers last regular season, a 62-51
decision in Washington.

Coach Joe McKeown was not
as enthusiastic about traveling
across the country again.

“For our fans and the families,
with all the sites available near
here, going back to California,
it’s a little bit surprising,” said
McKeown, whose team is mak-
ing its 15th tournament appear-
ance and sixth in a row. Both
Maryland, a No. 1 seed, and Old
Dominion, a No. 5, will play at
least one game at home, while
fourth-seeded Virginia will join
ODU in nearby Norfolk. Bridge-
port, Conn., is the other East
Coast venue.

McKeown figured the Colo-
nials would be seeded fourth,
fifth or sixth, but was surprised
they were paired with a team
they had already played. His
team will also have to tip off in
the morning — an 11 a.m. start
Pacific time — to accommodate
national TV. 

“But once you get past all
that, it’s just a matter of saying,
‘Hey, let’s get ready to play,’ ” he
said.

Last year, as a No. 5 seed
placed at the University of
Southern California’s Galen
Center, GW defeated Boise
State and No. 4 seed Texas
A&M before losing to top-seed-
ed North Carolina in the round

of 16 in Dallas.
The Colonials’ seed slipped

this year after they lost to Xavier
in the Atlantic 10 semifinals last
week. Nonetheless, they have
won 20 of their last 23 games
and have beaten five tourna-
ment-bound teams, including
Virginia and Texas A&M, a No.
2 seed.

One of the most dramatic vic-
tories came against then-18th-
ranked Auburn when the Co-
lonials were two spots behind
nationally. GW led by 11 before
the Tigers staged a second-half
comeback and went ahead by
one. With 12 seconds left, Kim-
berly Beck rebounded an Au-
burn miss and pushed the ball
downcourt before passing to
Steele on the left wing for the
winning jumper.

“It was a really crazy game
and, to win on their home court,
was a big deal for us,” Steele
said.

Auburn’s strength is DeWan-
na Bonner, a thin, 6-foot-4 junior
guard who averages 18.5 points
and 10.2 rebounds and was
named to the Southeastern Con-
ference’s first team. In the GW
game, she had 14 points, 12 re-
bounds and 3 blocked shots but
shot just 4 of 14.

“I remember there was a lot of
trash-talking and physical play,”
Lawrence said. “It helps our con-
fidence a lot [to have beaten Au-
burn], but we know it’s going to
be another tough game.”

If the Colonials win, they like-
ly would face third-seeded Cali-
fornia on the court of the Bears’
most bitter rival.

“We’ll get those Stanford fans
who hate Cal rooting for us,”
McKeown said. 

By Kathy Orton 

Washington Post Staff Writer

After making 20 consecutive
NCAA tournament appearances, the
Virginia women’s basketball team
had missed three of the last four, but
the Cavaliers are back this season, as
the No. 4 seed in the Greensboro Re-
gion. Virginia (23-9) plays No. 13
UC Santa Barbara (23-7) on Sunday
night in Norfolk. 

“Very pleased. We were all really
surprised to see our name come up
so early,” point guard Sharneé Zoll
said. “We were expecting a five or
six seed.” 

Virginia went 10-4 in the ACC to
finish fourth in the league. The Cava-
liers lost to North Carolina in the
ACC tournament semifinals, but
that setback didn’t diminish their re-
surgent season. After reaching the
20-win mark during the regular sea-
son for the first time in four seasons,
Virginia moved into the Associated
Press rankings earlier this month. 

Should Virginia advance to the
second round, the Cavaliers could
meet intrastate rival Old Dominion.
The two teams didn’t have their typ-
ical regular season meeting this sea-
son. The fifth-seeded Lady Mon-
archs play another Virginia team,
No. 12 seed Liberty, in the first
round.

Zoll said this accomplishment car-
ried special meaning not only for
them but for Coach Debbie Ryan.
Ryan, in her 31st season as Virginia’s
coach, will be inducted into the
Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame in
June. This will be her 22 NCAA tour-
nament.

“It feels really great [to be back in
the tournament] not just for us, but
for Coach [Debbie] Ryan,” Zoll said.
“She had a really long streak of going
to the tournament. We are really
happy we can bring back some re-
spect for her and the program.”

Cavaliers Are
Right Back in It

When: Saturday, 2 p.m. 
Where: Maples Pavilion in Stanford,
Calif.
Records: Colonials, 25-6; Tigers,
20-11.

[6] George Washington
vs. [11] Auburn
Greensboro Region

When: Sunday, 9:30 p.m.
Where: Constant Convocation Center,
Norfolk.
Records: Cavs 23-9, Lady Gauchos 23-7.

[4] Virginia vs.
[13] UC Santa Barbara
Greensboro Region

Colonials Head West
To Meet Familiar Foe


