
WHEN THE TERRAPINS HAVE THE BALL: Much of the scrutiny
surrounding the Terrapins has been trained on the offense, which
continues to struggle in several key areas, including pass
protection. Running backs Keon Lattimore and Lance Ball, as
expected, have been steady. But the chemistry between the team’s
wide receivers and quarterback Jordan Steffy has yet to improve,
partly because Steffy hasn’t received adequate protection. The
challenge doesn’t get easier against Rutgers’s physical defense.
Eric Foster and Courtney Greene anchor the defensive line and
secondary, respectively. “I don’t see a lot of weaknesses,”
Terrapins Coach Ralph Friedgen said. “I think they’ve got the
best defense we’ve played, easily.”

WHEN THE SCARLET KNIGHTS HAVE THE BALL: Running back Ray
Rice is the centerpiece of a balanced Rutgers attack. Rice, a
powerful runner, is the third Heisman Trophy hopeful the
Terrapins have seen this season. But Rutgers has plenty of other
dangerous weapons in quarterback Mike Teel and wide receivers
Tiquan Underwood and Kenny Britt. Rutgers has scored 138
points in its first three games, a testament to the team’s
explosiveness and a trait that will give the Terrapins’ secondary
its stiffest test thus far. Underwood and Teel have hooked up for
five plays of 25 yards or longer. But Maryland is the first BCS
conference team Rutgers has faced.

COACHES: Since starting in 2001, Greg Schiano has led Rutgers to
two bowl games, though success didn’t come right away, with just
12 wins in his first four seasons. “To me that was the key, people
believing, and believing even when it wasn’t happening right
away,” Schiano said. Friedgen said this week he hopes Steffy
shows more aggressiveness in the passing game, though the
coach will have to play his part, too. Friedgen admitted he shied
away from calling pass plays last week after Steffy’s interception
against Wake Forest triggered the Demon Deacons’ comeback.

SPECIAL TEAMS: Rutgers place kicker-punter Jeremy Ito is a
potential all-American. He is 4 of 6 on field goal attempts this
season, though both misses came from 40 yards or beyond. Kick
returner Kordell Young is averaging 32 yards per return,
including a 56-yard run against Buffalo. Terrapins kick returner
DaRel Scott was impressive in his debut last week, so much so
that he might see time in the backfield. 

— Marc Carig

BY RICH SCHULTZ —
ASSOCIATED PERSS

Tiquan Underwood
is one of several
explosive
offensive weapons
for Rutgers. 
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MARYLAND
AT NO. 10 RUTGERS

WHEN: 3:30 p.m. WHERE: Rutgers Stadium, Piscataway, N.J. (42,000). FORECAST: Sunny, low 70s.
TV: WJLA (Channel 7), WMAR (Channel 2). RADIO: WJGS (105.7 FM), WJFK (106.7 FM), WFMD (930 AM),

WJFK (1300 AM), WPTX (1690 AM). RECORDS: Terrapins 2-2; Scarlet Knights 3-0.
COACHES: Ralph Friedgen (52-26, seventh year); Greg Schiano (33-39, seventh year).

When: Noon. Where: Lane Stadium, Blacksburg, Va.
Records: Tar Heels 1-3, 0-1 ACC; Hokies 3-1, 0-0. 

TV: WDCA (Channel 20), WJZ (Channel 13).
Radio: WWXX (92.7 FM), WWXT (94.3 FM), WXTR (730 AM).

Holland’s Onus?: Guard Sergio Render will not play in the first quarter because of
disciplinary action taken by Coach Frank Beamer. The move gives Brandon Holland, a
sophomore, an opportunity to make his first career start. “I’m really looking forward
to it,” Holland said. “So far, everything has been good. I’m just trying to get ahold of
this new blocking scheme, stuff like that. I just have to go in and do my part.”
Take It Away: Even if Virginia Tech’s offense continues to struggle, the Hokies’
defense may be able to generate some points. North Carolina freshman quarterback
T.J. Yates has thrown seven interceptions, enough to make ball-hawking cornerbacks
Victor Harris and Brandon Flowers salivate. Last year against UNC, Xavier Adibi broke
the game open with a interception return to the Tar Heels1. 
Youth vs. Experience: Of North Carolina’s 22 starters, 13 are sophomores or
freshmen. Virginia Tech has six seniors starting on its defense. The game may come
down to a Hokies freshman: Quarterback Tyrod Taylor will be playing in his first ACC
game. This game could serve as a means to study for his first real test, next Saturday
night at Clemson.

When: 7 p.m. Where: Scott Stadium, Charlottesville.
Records: Panthers 2-2; Cavaliers 3-1.
TV: ESPNU. Radio: WTNT (570 AM).

One at a Time: The game starts a stretch of three games against lightly regarded
nonconference opponents that could send the Cavaliers to a 6-1 start. The prospect
has raised optimism around Charlottesville, but hasn’t entered into the team’s
pysche. “People say we have a three-game stretch against nonconference teams,”
Coach Al Groh said, shaking his head side to side. “We have a one-game stretch
against Pittsburgh.” Last year’s game, which opened the season and set the tone for
a dismal first month, should make it easy for the Cavaliers not to look ahead.
Pittsburgh dominated and won, 38-13.
Frosh Faces: Both teams may use freshman quarterbacks at times. Groh indicated
he is still going to mix in Peter Lalich to spell Jameel Sewell, despite Sewell’s terrific
game last week and Lalich’s struggles. Pittsburgh turned to Pat Bostick, a highly
regarded recruit from Lancaster, Pa., last week in the second half after Kevan Smith
proved ineffective. Down 27-7, Bostick needed to pass a lot — 41 times, actually. He
threw for 230 yards in the half, but threw three interceptions to contribute to
Pittsburgh’s six turnovers. The Panthers actually outgained Connecticut, 349-289,
but still lost, 34-14.

— Adam Kilgore

North Carolina at Virginia Tech Pittsburgh at Virginia

RUTGERS TEAM STATISTICS
CATEGORY RUTGERS OPP

Passing Yards-Rushing Yards 891-685 312-334

Passing Completions-Attempts 40-62 37-73

Rushing Attempts-Average 122-5.6 125-2.7

First Downs 73 46

Third-Down Efficiency 16-31 (52%) 15-49 (31%)

Fourth-Down Efficiency 2-3 (67%) 2-6 (33%)

Kickoff Return-Average 7-24.4 24-22.2

Punt Return-Average 6-8.5 2-4.0

Punts-Average 6-32.3 20-37.2

Interceptions-Yards 4-0 1-16

Sacks-Yards 7-50 0-0

Penalties-Yards 29-269 2-241

Time of Possession 29:02 30:58

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
PASSING CMP ATT YDS TD INT

Mike Teel 38 57 863 8 1

RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD LG

Ray Rice 74 431 5.8 8 41

Jabu Lovelace 17 120 7.1 2 16

Kordell Young 18 58 3.2 0 7

RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD LG

Tiquan Underwood 20 500 25.0 3 66

Kenny Britt 11 279 25.4 3 53

Ray Rice 5 61 21.2 1 22

KICKING PAT FG LG

Jeremy Ito 18-18 4-6 38

SCHEDULE AND RESULTS
Won vs. Buffalo, 38-3 Oct. 18 vs. S. Florida, 7:30

Won vs. Navy, 41-24 Oct. 27 vs. W. Virginia, TBA

Won vs. Norfolk State, 59-0 Nov. 3 at Connecticut, TBA

Today vs. Maryland, 3:30 Nov. 9 at Army, 8

Oct. 6 vs. Cincinnati, TBA Nov. 17 vs. Pittsburgh, TBA

Oct. 13 at Syracuse, TBA Nov. 29 at Louisville, 7:30

17
Consecutive weeks the Scarlet Knights have been
ranked in the polls, dating from last season. It’s the
longest stretch in school history.

MARYLAND TEAM STATISTICS
CATEGORY MARYLAND OPP

Passing Yards-Rushing Yards 637-645 571-624

Passing Completions-Attempts 68-99 55-99

Rushing Attempts-Average 184-3.5 138-4.5

First Downs 76 59

Third-Down Efficiency 24-59 (41%) 19-49 (39%)

Fourth-Down Efficiency 1-3 (33%) 1-5 (20%)

Kickoff Return-Average 16-19.6 19-18.1

Punt Return-Average 9-7.6 12-7.1

Punts-Average 23-39.6 21-36.7

Interceptions-Yards 6-85 6-143

Sacks-Yards 6-33 16-119

Penalties-Yards 19-46.5 17-31.5

Time of Possession 34:16 29:29

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
PASSING CMP ATT YDS TD INT

Jordan Steffy 64 92 604 1 4

RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD LG

Keon Lattimore 86 409 4.8 7 24

Lance Bell 43 171 4.0 2 15

Darrius Heyward-Bey 3 64 21.3 0 16

RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD LG

Darrius Heyward-Bey 14 197 14.1 0 33

Keon Lattimore 12 54 4.5 0 14

Danny Oquendo 9 91 10.1 1 22

KICKING PAT FG LG

Obi Egekeze 12-12 3-4 42

SCHEDULE AND RESULTS
Won vs. Villanova, 31-14 Oct. 20 vs. Virginia, TBA

Won at Florida Int’l, 26-10 Oct. 27 vs. Clemson, TBA

Lost vs. W. Virginia, 31-14 Nov. 3 at N. Carolina, TBA

Lost at Wake Forest, 31-24 Nov. 10 vs. B.C., TBA

Today at Rutgers, 3:30 Nov. 17 at Florida St., TBA

Oct. 6 vs. Ga. Tech, noon Nov. 24 at N.C. State, TBA

142.8
Average passing yards allowed by Maryland this
season, tops in the ACC

BCS conferences have two teams
apiece in the top 10. The ACC is 13-
10 against division I-A opponents
from other leagues; the next-worst
records in such games belongs to
the Big 12, which is 29-10. Against
teams in the top 100 of the Sagarin
ratings, one of the rankings used in
the BCS rankings formula, the ACC
is 5-10; every other BCS conference
is better than .500.

Today, as Virginia Tech begins its
ACC schedule against North Caroli-
na, Maryland and Virginia have op-
portunities to burnish the ACC’s lag-
ging profile with games against Big
East teams No. 10 Rutgers and Pitts-
burgh, respectively. Because of the
conference’s performance so far, the
Terrapins and Cavaliers — and also
Florida State, which plays Alabama
— have something to prove.

“A lot of times, when the marquee
name teams are not doing well, peo-
ple say it’s a down year even if it’s
not, really,” said college football ex-
pert Jerry Palm, who owns and oper-
ates the Web site CollegeBCS.com.
“But in this case, it legitimately is a
down year for the ACC. There are
certainly no national championship
contenders.”

When the ACC added Miami and
Virginia Tech from the Big East four
years ago and then Boston College a
year later, it secured the ACC’s elite
place in a volatile climate of confer-
ence realignment. But as the ACC’s
status increased, with a lucrative
conference title game and a contract
with the Orange Bowl, the quality of
play on the field decreased.

This season, based on results
from nonconference games, it has
reached a new low. Still, ACC coach-
es say the ACC’s recent trend stems
from parity, not a sagging level of
play. 

“There’s no doubt that the confer-
ence has gotten stronger,” Florida
State Coach Bobby Bowden said.
“There’s probably more parity in
our conference right now than
there’s ever been. All you got to do is
look at Miami and look at Florida
State right now. Now we’re down in
the middle of the pack, still trying to

get back to the top.”
In reality, though, it seems the op-

posite is true: The ACC’s headliners
have joined the pack, leaving a
group of teams that struggles to
compete with the nation’s elite.
Since the advent of the BCS, the
ACC is 1-8 in BCS bowl games. The
lone win was Florida State’s victory
in the 1999 Sugar Bowl over Vir-
ginia Tech — a team now in the
ACC. Clemson and Boston College
are the only two remaining un-
defeated ACC teams, and Boston
College has played only one noncon-
ference game, against Army. Every
other conference possesses at least
three unbeaten teams. 

Using the same conference RPI
formula as college basketball does to

help determine seeding for the
NCAA tournament, the ACC ranks
sixth at .4616, according to Palm.
The Mountain West’s rating is cur-
rently .4610. “They’re basically
tied,” Palm said. 

The .4616 mark, according to
Palm, would be the second-worst of
any BCS conference since 2004,
when the Big East, then a seven-
team league in transition between
realignments, had a mark of .4574,
finishing behind the Mountain West.

The on-field struggles may be em-
barrassing for the ACC’s reputation,
but not necessarily damaging to its
status as a power conference. Since
2004, conferences have been using a
results-based system designed to re-
select which conferences would au-

tomatically qualify for the BCS.
Mountain West Commissioner
Craig Thompson said it would be
“an extreme long shot” for his con-
ference or any other non-BCS con-
ference to overtake any of the cur-
rent conferences whose champion
automatically qualifies for the BCS. 

“The people have achieved some-
thing that have gained those
berths,” Thompson said. “I don’t
think anybody gets a free pass.
There’s no doubt in my mind that
those who have gained automatic
qualification deserve it.” 

So the ACC can rest easy, com-
fortable in its status as a college foot-
ball powerhouse. The trick, starting
today with Maryland and Virginia, is
to begin playing like one.

Struggling to Live Up to Its Reputation
ACC, From E1

BY JOHN MCDONNELL — THE WASHINGTON POST

Former starting QB Sean Glennon and Virginia Tech aren’t the only ones in the ACC who have been upended.

describe the former state of the
program that would eventually re-
cruit him, Oquendo said: “I don’t
even think you could call it a
‘state.’ They were doing terrible.”

That’s why a tiny part of
Oquendo will be a bit wide-eyed
when he returns to his home state
today, when the Terrapins face
10th-ranked Rutgers. Scarlet
Knights Coach Greg Schiano has
engineered a reversal of fortune
and put Rutgers on the brink of
becoming a Garden State-variety
football powerhouse.

“They’re really doing unprece-
dented things with Rutgers’s
whole program,” Maryland Coach
Ralph Friedgen said. “My hat’s off
to him and the job he’s done.
They’re a very, very good football
team right now, maybe the best
we’ve played.”

Maryland’s matchup with col-
lege football’s new darlings comes
at a crucial early point of the Ter-
rapins’ season. Maryland (2-2)
hopes to recover from a stunning
loss at Wake Forest, the second
game in a brutal stretch that be-
gan with national title contender
West Virginia and continues today
against the Scarlet Knights and
Heisman Trophy hopeful Ray
Rice.

“It’s just my bad luck that I
picked two top 10 teams to play as
nonconference opponents,” Fried-
gen said.

The Terrapins need a victory to
avoid their first three-game losing
streak since the 2004 season,
when Saturday’s game with Rut-
gers was originally planned.

“We have to improve; we have
to get better,” said Friedgen,
somewhat playing down the sig-
nificance of today’s game. “But I
wouldn’t say this is make-it-or-
break-it time.”

The game also carries ram-
ifications with recruiting. Genera-
tions of New Jersey’s most tal-
ented football players fled their

home state for greener pastures.
The Terrapins’ roster boasts 16
players from New Jersey, second
only to the 50 from Maryland. But
an important part of Schiano’s
turnaround at Rutgers has been
keeping that talent at home.

When Schiano hit the recruit-
ing trail in 2001, he peddled his vi-
sion of Rutgers football, one that
included bowl trips and packed
houses and victories. Both Oquen-
do and Ball admit that the coach
— a noted recruiter — nearly con-
vinced them.

“That’s made my job a lot
tougher,” Terrapins defensive line
coach and recruiting coordinator
Dave Sollazzo said of Rutgers’ re-
surgence. “No doubt about that.”

Of course, the Terrapins didn’t
bank on all of this when the game
with Rutgers was booked.

Maryland Athletic Director
Debbie Yow said the art of piecing
together a football team’s sched-
ule is about the search for balance.
And in January 1995, the sub-.500
Terrapins were in need of a some-
what comparable nonconference
foe.

That’s where Rutgers came
into play. Since making history on
Nov. 6, 1869, by beating Princeton
in the first college football game
ever played, the Scarlet Knights
spent the next 125 years estab-
lishing a standard of futility. Even
a respite from mediocrity — the
1976 Scarlet Knights went 11-0 —
wasn’t enough to gain a bowl in-
vite because that season’s sched-
ule was loaded with cupcakes.

Considering that history,
scheduling a pair of nonconfer-
ence games against Rutgers was
once the safest wager in college
football.

“To complain about their level
of success, as far as I’m concerned,
would be to whine,” Yow said.
“And Terps aren’t whiners. So
we’re going to go play the game
and expect the best. I have great
respect for what they’ve done. It’s
been an amazing turnaround.”

Rutgers’ Resurgence
Is Like Day, Knights 
TERRAPINS, From E1

BY MEL EVANS — ASSOCIATED PRESS

Coach Greg Schiano has led Rutgers to two straight bowl appearances.
“They’re really doing unprecedented things,” Terps’ Ralph Friedgen said. 


