
AT HOWARD
Sept. 6

AT LAFAYETTE
Sept. 13

AT YALE
Sept. 20

HOLY CROSS
Sept. 27

AT COLGATE
Oct. 4

PENN
Oct. 11

BUCKNELL
Oct. 18

AT RICHMOND
Oct. 25

LEHIGH
Nov. 1

MARIST
Nov. 8

AT FORDHAM
Nov. 15

GEORGETOWN
Sept. 6

AT HAMPTON
Sept. 13

FLORIDA A&M
Sept. 20

SAVANNAH ST.
In Miami, Sept. 27

AT WIN.-SALEM ST.
Oct. 4

MORGAN ST.
Oct. 18

AT N.C. A&T
Oct. 25

NORFOLK ST.
Nov. 1

AT S. CAROLINA ST.
Nov. 6

AT BET.-COOKMAN
Nov. 15

DELAWARE ST.
Nov. 22
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HowardBison By Kathy Orton

Sept. 20 vs. Florida A&M
After hosting Georgetown in the season opener, the Bison face Hampton, which has
beaten them in 11 straight meetings. Former Bison coach and District native Joe
Taylor, who was hired by FAMU after 16 seasons at Hampton, takes over a 3-8
team that has won 23 of its 30 meetings against the Bison.

THE BIG GAME

No. Defensive End Yr. Ht. Wt.
96 Sackie Kerkulah Fr. 6-4 295

91 Alfred Sutton Sr. 6-4 275

No. Defensive Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
90 James Robinson Jr. 6-1 280

92 Jordon Faust Fr. 6-2 305

No. Defensive Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
44 James Carter Jr. 6-2 270

92 Jordan Faust Fr. 6-2 305

No. Defensive End Yr. Ht. Wt.
58 Corey Berry Fr. 6-4 250

56 DeAngelo Moody Fr. 6-3 235

No. Linebacker Yr. Ht. Wt.
43 Robert Parker Jr. 5-11 230

39 Vincent Hill So. 6-1 230

No. Linebacker Yr. Ht. Wt.
45 Endor Cooper Sr. 6-3 245

55 Ian Simon Fr. 6-3 230

No. Linebacker Yr. Ht. Wt.
53 Patrick Jean-Mary So. 6-2 230

42 Keith Pough Fr. 6-3 225

No. Cornerback Yr. Ht. Wt.
11 Martin Decembert Sr. 6-1 200

28 Lanny Kelly Fr. 5-10 180

No. Safety Yr. Ht. Wt.
9 Arando Jamison Jr. 6-1 190

31 Brandon Gallman So. 5-10 190

No. Safety Yr. Ht. Wt.
32 Martin Corniffe Jr. 6-2 205

35 George Greenhow Fr. 6-2 205

No. Cornerback Yr. Ht. Wt.
21 Theodore Graham So. 5-10 185

27 Branden Bufford So. 6-1 190

No. Punter Yr. Ht. Wt.
49 Patrick Wolff So. 6-1 195

14 Dennis Wiehberg Jr. 5-10 180

DEFENSIVE DEPTH CHART Starters are shaded

No. Quarterback Yr. Ht. Wt.
10 Floyd Haigler Jr. 6-2 215

7 Jarad Dorsey Fr. 6-3 200

No. Running Back Yr. Ht. Wt.
4 Karlos Whittaker Sr. 5-11 195

5 Terry Perry Sr. 5-8 175

No. Fullback Yr. Ht. Wt.
48 Will Croner Jr. 6-2 245

36 Joe Todd Jr. 6-0 240

No. Wide Receiver Yr. Ht. Wt.
1 Arlandus Hood Sr. 6-2 195

80 Daley Gunter Fr. 6-3 190

No. Wide Receiver Yr. Ht. Wt.
8 Brandon Sherman Jr. 5-11 180

12 Willie Carter Fr. 6-0 180

No. Tight End Yr. Ht. Wt.
3 Brian Blake Sr. 6-2 235

88 Xavier Fowler So. 6-5 245

No. Left Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
75 Oscar Gonzales Jr. 6-6 310

72 Terell Killings Fr. 6-5 320

No. Left Guard Yr. Ht. Wt.
67 Eric Acosta Jr. 6-3 305

74 Quindarole King Fr. 6-4 295

No. Center Yr. Ht. Wt.
77 Sean Woolford Sr. 6-4 305

76 Kashin McElveen Fr. 6-5 320

No. Right Guard Yr. Ht. Wt.
72 Terell Killings Fr. 6-5 320

74 Quindarole King Fr. 6-4 295

No. Right Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
66 Michael Russell Sr. 6-1 300

70 Chatman Young Fr. 6-4 270

No. Place Kicker Yr. Ht. Wt.
40 John Mendoza Jr. 5-10 210

14 Dennis Wiehberg Jr. 5-10 180

OFFENSIVE DEPTH CHART Starters are shaded

By Kathy Orton

Washington Post Staff Writer

Before he would entrust his defense to Endor
Cooper, Howard coordinator Andre Creamer
wanted to make certain the senior middle line-
backer fully understood all of its nuances. The
two men spent countless hours going over the
playbook, watching film together and dis-
cussing defensive strategies. But it wasn’t until
they sat down in front of a television and played
football video games that Creamer became con-
vinced that Cooper grasped every aspect.

By manipulating the outcome of the game,
Creamer was able to throw every scenario he
could think of at Cooper. Trailing 21-17 with
four minutes to go: What’s the plan? The oppo-
nent just went to a hurry-up offense: How do
you react? Each time, Creamer allowed Cooper
to work through the situation, to make mis-
takes and to learn from them. 

“As we were playing the game, I could pause
[it] and say, ‘Okay, in this personnel situation
right here, what are you thinking?’ And I was
able to see right there that he’s a guy that really
understands the game of football,” Creamer
said. 

The video game tutorial was just a small part
of Cooper’s evolution as the Bison’s defensive
leader. Cooper, a 6-foot-3, 245-pound linebacker
out of Hylton High School in Woodbridge, al-
ways had the physical skills necessary to excel
at his position. With his strength he can bring
down the most powerful running backs, and
with his quickness he can get to the most elu-
sive quarterbacks. This potent combination is
why he was voted Mid-Eastern Athletic Confer-
ence preseason defensive player of the year. 

As middle linebacker, Cooper’s responsibili-
ties on the field include relaying the signals
from Creamer, getting his teammates orga-
nized on the field and in the right spots and
making adjustments depending on the offense’s
formation. In the heat of a game, it’s a lot to
keep track of and enough to make his head
swim. Yet with Creamer’s help, Cooper has be-
come adept at his role. The hardest part for him

was figuring out how to best communicate with
his teammates. It’s a skill he continues to re-
fine. 

“Last year was my first year doing it, and I
didn’t do as well,” Cooper said. “I’m normally
not as vocal. I try to lead by example. But it
forced me to be more vocal.” 

After starting out as a linebacker, Cooper
was switched to defensive end during his
sophomore season. Though he found success
— he had 81⁄2 sacks, including a five-sack game
against Bethune-Cookman that earned him na-
tional player of the week honors — he was
moved back to linebacker as a junior. 

“I think [switching positions has] helped me
because the year I played defensive end I got
some sacks and worked on pass rushing, so now
I feel like I’m a better blitzer,” he said. 

Cooper hasn’t confined his learning to the
football field. An electrical engineering major,
he hopes one day to become a patent lawyer. He
has managed to juggle the demanding major

and two internships with law firms while play-
ing division I-AA football. He said he has need-
ed more than a few all-night study sessions. 

“Being able to do engineering and football,
that’s a challenge,” Creamer said. “He takes it
on, just like the challenge of being the leader on
defense and being able to understand what
everybody is supposed to do and where they’re
supposed to fit in. That’s a challenge for him,
and he accepts challenges well. . . . He’s a guy
that takes concepts, theories and schemes, and
he understands.” 

Cooper will be one of the most experienced
members of Howard’s defense, and the Bison
will count on him to both lead and make plays. 

“I might not necessarily be the fastest guy
out there or the strongest, but I know how to
get to the ball,” he said. “And I know angles, so
I can get to everywhere on the field just as fast.
It may not be as fast or look as fast as anybody
else, but I’ll make the play. I try to make every
tackle. That’s my mentality.” 

Cooper Is Firmly at the Controls for Bison
Video Games Help LB
Develop Plan of Attack 

BY TONI L. SANDYS — THE WASHINGTON POST

“He’s a guy that takes concepts, theories and schemes, and he understands,” Howard defensive
coordinator Andre Creamer said of senior middle linebacker Endor Cooper, above. 

GeorgetownHoyas

No. Defensive End Yr. Ht. Wt.
99 Ataefiok Etukeren Sr. 6-3 235

86 Jared Myers Jr. 6-4 240

No. Defensive Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
46 A. DiTommaso Sr. 6-2 250

93 George Cullen So. 6-4 250

No. Defensive Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
35 Nicholas Umar Jr. 6-2 235

90 Danny Thompson So. 6-2 260

No. Defensive End Yr. Ht. Wt.
66 Chudi Obianwu Jr. 6-3 240

86 Jared Myers Jr. 6-4 240

No. Linebacker Yr. Ht. Wt.
33 Nick Parrish So. 6-1 210

44 Jon Cassidy Jr. 6-1 205

No. Linebacker Yr. Ht. Wt.
53 Patrick O’Donnell So. 6-0 205

50 Joey Tavarez Jr. 6-0 210

No. Safety Yr. Ht. Wt.
41 Chris Rau Jr. 6-0 180

25 Justin Moore Jr. 5-10 184

No. Cornerback Yr. Ht. Wt.
36 Torre Soderlund Sr. 6-1 190

16 Enico Jones So. 5-9 165

No. Strong Safety Yr. Ht. Wt.
42 Sean McNally So. 6-1 200

6 Frank DiTommaso So. 5-11 180

No. Free Safety Yr. Ht. Wt.
15 Travis Mack Jr. 6-0 190

2 Chris Parker Sr. 5-11 190

No. Cornerback Yr. Ht. Wt.
21 Dennis Jackson Jr. 5-10 190

4 Willie Bodrick Jr. 5-10 185

No. Punter Yr. Ht. Wt.
95 Casey Dobyns So. 6-4 185

10 Tucker Stafford Fr. 6-5 236

DEFENSIVE DEPTH CHART Starters are shaded 

No. Quarterback Yr. Ht. Wt.
18 Keerome Lawrence So. 6-1 195

3 Brian Newman Sr. 6-2 200

No. Running Back Yr. Ht. Wt.
23 Charlie Houghton Jr. 6-0 200

40 Geoffrey Schnorr So. 5-10 215

No. Wide Receiver Yr. Ht. Wt.
27 Rick Cosgrove Jr. 6-4 216

80 Matt Kinnan Jr. 6-1 190

No. Slot Yr. Ht. Wt.
5 Robert Lane Jr. 5-11 205

14 Mychal Harrison So. 5-8 175

No. Wide Receiver Yr. Ht. Wt.
9 Kenny Mitchell Sr. 5-11 181

20 Justin Thomas So. 5-9 170

No. Tight End Yr. Ht. Wt.
88 Collin Meador Sr. 6-3 245

81 Henry Bowe Jr. 6-3 217

No. Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
60 Jon Medina Jr. 6-4 260

68 George Mosle Jr. 6-5 255

No. Guard Yr. Ht. Wt.
63 Kelvin Moses Jr. 6-4 280

76 Rich Hussey Jr. 6-4 250

No. Center Yr. Ht. Wt.
62 Dan Matheny Jr. 6-2 285

65 Brooks Caston Jr. 6-2 240

No. Guard Yr. Ht. Wt.
77 Rob Bates So. 6-2 265

67 Erik Antico So. 6-2 240

No. Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
70 Dan Semler So. 6-3 250

61 Tom Amaro Sr. 6-6 285

No. Kicker Yr. Ht. Wt.
97 Kilgo Livingston So. 5-11 170

87 Jose-Pablo Buerba So. 6-0 170

OFFENSIVE DEPTH CHART Starters are shaded

The two division I-AA schools in Washington will play each other for the first time.
It also is the first of three road games to start the season for the Hoyas, who are
1-10 in away games under third-year coach Kevin Kelly. Georgetown needs a win
here to erase the memories of last year’s 0-7 start. 

THE BIG GAME Sept. 6 at Howard

By Kathy Orton

Washington Post Staff Writer

Travis Mack sometimes looks around the field
and can’t believe where he is. It’s not just that
he’s a member of Georgetown’s football team or
even that he’s a starter, but that he’s the one in
charge of the defense on the field. 

Few could have expected that from someone
who spent most of his high school career on the
junior varsity team, so it’s no big surprise that the
junior free safety still is finding his way as the de-
fense’s decision-maker, a job he took on last sea-
son. 

“I never had that opportunity to be that guy,”
Mack said. “Basically, it was all new to me sopho-
more year. I didn’t know what to expect, but I’ve
kind of grown more confident now in what I’m
doing.” 

Mack is a classic late bloomer. When he was
young, his father coached him in Pop Warner
football, and he wouldn’t even give Mack the
football. One day, Mack asked his dad why he
wasn’t getting the ball. His father told him it was
because he wasn’t running hard. 

“Then the next play, he gave me the ball and I
ran for a touchdown,” Mack said with a big grin. 

Mack, who moved with his family from Con-
necticut to the Philadelphia suburbs before his
senior year, played in just two varsity games at
West Chester East High School. Not surprisingly,
given his lack of playing time and his size, colleg-
es weren’t recruiting him to play football.

Nonetheless, his high school coach encour-
aged him to spend a postgraduate year at the Hill
School in Pottstown, Pa. Before he enrolled,
Mack came up with a workout plan to make him-
self stronger. Between his weightlifting and a
growth spurt, as well as the 63 tackles and five in-
terceptions he had at Hill School, he attracted the
attention of the Georgetown coaches. 

“He’s a pretty gifted athlete, as well,” defensive
coordinator Rob Sgarlata said. “It doesn’t hurt to
have God-given talent. He has that.” 

Mack arrived on campus standing 6 feet and
weighing 190 pounds, leaving the coaches un-
decided on where to play him. To help them de-
cide, Mack took part in the Sunday night football

games for freshmen that Coach Kevin Kelly in-
stituted in his first year. It gave the freshmen who
weren’t playing on Saturdays a chance to show
the coaches what they could do. 

It didn’t take long for them to recognize that
Mack belonged on the field on Saturdays. As a
freshman, he started the last five games for the
Hoyas at strong safety, recording at least four
tackles in each of his last six games. The follow-
ing season, he was moved to free safety. George-
town runs its defense through that position,
which means Mack is responsible for calling the
coverages and making adjustments. 

“It’s a lot of pressure. They expect you to do a
lot,” he said. “Sgarlata’s always on my back: ‘Run
the defense, run the defense.’ Last year, I wasn’t
used to everyone yelling at me because I never
really was a starter pretty much.”

Mack learned how to read the quarterback and
the offensive line to better anticipate whether the
next play would be a pass or a run. He also be-
came better at not getting fooled by play-action

and more adept at being a step ahead of what was
coming next. 

“You have to be pretty good with your eyes,”
Mack said. 

Mack, who finished fourth on the team with 60
tackles last season, excelled at the playmaking as-
pects of his position but needed to work on his
communication skills. 

“If you watch practice, you see me kind of
standing right next to him whispering in his ear,”
Sgarlata said. “He’s proven to the kids that he has
the physical ability to play. He’s been a really
good player for us. Now it’s kind of time for him
to start taking a lead. . . . He’s getting better at it.
I don’t think it’s something that comes to him
naturally.”

Mack played every sport he could growing up
— wrestling, baseball and basketball — but stuck
with football even though he didn’t play much. 

“Honestly, I wasn’t really frustrated because I
was practicing,” he said. “I love being there” on
the football field. 

Hoyas Give Mack a Chance to Lead, Succeed
Late-Blooming Free Safety 
Runs Georgetown’s Defense

BY TONI L. SANDYS — THE WASHINGTON POST

“He’s been a really good player for us. Now it’s kind of time for him to start taking a lead,”
Georgetown defensive coordinator Rob Sgarlata said of Travis Mack, above.

By Kathy Orton


