
The Long Road Home

By Zach Berman

Washington Post Staff Writer

On the nearly five-hour trek from Nor-
folk to Martinsville, Va., David Martin
wept. It was January 2004 and he just
dropped his son, Orion, off at Norfolk
State. On the ride back, David and his
wife grappled with the reality that Orion
might not be in the best place for him.
Certainly, it was not the school he wanted
to attend.

Orion’s dream remained Virginia
Tech, the school whose name was embla-
zoned on his shirts and those of his
younger brother, Cam, now a standout
linebacker, when they were children.
That was the team featured in football
preview publications the brothers en-
gulfed. That was the alma mater of Uncle
Bobby, David’s brother.

Instead, Orion attended Norfolk State
for the simple reason that it was the lone
school that offered him a scholarship. 

The ride west on U.S. Route 58 is a dis-
tant, but still relevant, memory for David.
He will take another ride west to Blacks-
burg this season for what will be Orion’s
final home game at Virginia Tech, where
Orion is now a standout defensive end.
Orion’s journey from walk-on to team
captain was unfathomable four years ago.

“It’s been absolutely amazing,” David
said. “There were some real down times
when we didn’t know which way to go.
We kept believing it would work for the
best, but we didn’t know in our minds
how it would happen.”

Said Orion: “It’s been long and tough.
It definitely wasn’t easy.”

As a defensive end and tight end at
George Washington High School in Mar-
tinsville, Orion did little to distinguish
himself statistically. He weighed just 215
pounds and attracted no college interest.

Orion enrolled at Hargrave Military
Academy in Chatham, Va. The prep
school route provided exposure, but at a
cost. For David, it was sometimes spend-
ing his entire paycheck from his job as an
English teacher at George Washington to
pay tuition.

Orion nearly paid a bigger price: On
his way to a game against Virginia Tech’s
junior varsity, his car flipped at a spot full
of gravel where construction was taking
place near his home. The car was totaled,
although Orion left with just a scratch on
his face. David feared the accident was a
sign that Orion would never become a
Hokie.

At the end of Orion’s stint at Hargrave,
only Norfolk State offered a scholarship.
Right away, David observed it was not
where Orion wanted to attend school. 

“Daddy,” David remembered Orion
telling him, “Nobody else wants me. I’m
going to make the best of it.”

Meantime, Cam was one of the top
prospects in the region and bound for Vir-
ginia Tech. As a heralded recruit, Martin
earned a visit from Virginia Tech Coach
Frank Beamer. David wanted to recruit
Beamer for his older son as much as
Beamer wanted to recruit David’s young-
er son.

“Listen,” David told Beamer, “I got an-
other son. If you could just look at him, if
you could get him in the school, if Orion
ever got on that campus, he would be suc-
cessful.”

Said Cam: “I didn’t even like talking
about the recruiting. I never even
brought it up around him. I always looked
up to him, I saw the tough times he had to
come through. It wasn’t his plan to go to
Hargrave or Norfolk. He had bigger ex-
pectations.”

When Orion joined the Hokies as a
walk-on in spring 2005 with tuition aided
by federal grants, David implored his el-
dest son to try out as a defensive end —
not tight end, where other schools pro-
jected he might need to play. Orion stood
out, with a game-high seven tackles and
two sacks in the Maroon-White game. 

“You saw early he had some qualities to
be a really good football player,” defen-
sive coordinator Bud Foster said. “He’s
really worked hard to be a major college

football player.” 
Orion phoned David a few days later to

tell his father about an upcoming meeting
with Beamer. During the meeting, Orion
said Beamer told him the hope was to
place Orion on scholarship, but Virginia
Tech might not have enough.

A few hours after the meeting, Orion
received a congratulatory text message
from a friend while doing work in a Vir-
ginia Tech computer lab. Orion did not
know why he was being congratulated.

He learned he was on scholarship upon
inquiring and said he never formally dis-
cussed the quick change with Beamer.

It was essential for Orion not to rest
satisfied with achieving his hope of be-
coming a football player at Virginia Tech.
He continued to add muscle, currently up
to 255 pounds. He worked his way into
the starting lineup and registered 6.5
sacks last season. Now he is the lone re-
turning starter on the Hokies’ line and
one of the key players in their attempt to
win a second consecutive ACC champi-
onship.

“When you grow up and watch Tech on
TV, to now you get your chance to take
part in Virginia Tech,” Orion said, “it’s
just a blessing.”

Staff writer Adam Kilgore contributed
to this story.

SPECIALSPT 08-28-08 EZ EE G10 BLACK

G10BLACK

G10BLACK

DEFENSIVE DEPTH CHART
No. Defensive End Yr. Ht. Wt.
6 Jason Worilds So. 6-2 254

82 Steven Friday So. 6-4 240

— Chad Carlson Jr. 6-2 241

No. Defensive Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
91 John Graves So. 6-3 282

56 Demetrius Taylor Jr. 6-0 256

96 Justin Young Fr. 6-3 280

No. Defensive Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
95 Cordarrow Thompson Jr. 6-2 303

93 Kwamaine Battle Fr. 6-0 271

98 Antoine Hopkins Fr. 6-0 304

No. Defensive End Yr. Ht. Wt.
90 Orion Martin Sr. 6-2 255

47 Nekos Brown Jr. 6-2 245

55 Isaiah Hamlette Fr. 6-4 225

No. Cornerback Yr. Ht. Wt.
1 Victor Harris Sr. 6-0 194

21 Rashad Carmichael So. 5-10 190

15 Eddie Whitley Fr. 6-0 179

No. Strong Safety Yr. Ht. Wt.
2 Davon Morgan So. 6-0 196

24 Dorian Porch Jr. 5-11 210

43 Jeron Gouveia-Winslow Fr. 6-2 188

No. Free Safety Yr. Ht. Wt.
17 Kam Chancellor Jr. 6-3 224

23 Matt Reidy Jr. 6-0 217

14 Lorenzo Williams Fr. 6-2 200

No. Cornerback Yr. Ht. Wt.
22 Stephan Virgil Jr. 5-11 186

9 Cris Hill Fr. 5-11 183

— Jacob Sykes Fr. 6-0 189

No. Linebacker Yr. Ht. Wt.
45 Purnell Sturdivant Sr. 5-10 225

89 Jonas Houseright Sr. 6-0 224

40 Hunter Ovens Fr. 5-11 203

No. Linebacker Yr. Ht. Wt.
33 Brett Warren Sr. 6-1 237

52 Barquell Rivers Fr. 5-11 229

51 Bruce Taylor Fr. 6-1 241

No. Linebacker Yr. Ht. Wt.
41 Cam Martin Jr. 6-1 214

26 Cody Grimm Jr. 5-11 207

No. Punter Yr. Ht. Wt.
97 Brent Bowden Jr. 6-3 202

— Brian Saunders So. 6-0 206

Starters are shaded OFFENSIVE DEPTH CHART
No. Quarterback Yr. Ht. Wt.
7 Sean Glennon Sr. 6-4 224

5 Tyrod Taylor So. 6-1 206

12 Cory Holt Sr. 6-4 215

No. Running Back Yr. Ht. Wt.
27 Jahre Cheeseman Jr. 5-10 196

20 Kenny Lewis Jr. Jr. 5-9 200

25 Josh Oglesby Fr. 5-11 211

No. Flanker Yr. Ht. Wt.
11 Dyrell Roberts Fr. 6-1 183

13 Xavier Boyce Fr. 6-4 210

85 Ervin Garner Fr. 5-9 164

No. Split End Yr. Ht. Wt.
19 Danny Coale Fr. 6-0 203

3 Ike Whitaker Jr. 6-4 220

87 Prince Parker So. 6-5 236

No. Left Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
77 Ed Wang Jr. 6-5 310

75 Greg Nosal Fr. 6-6 281

54 Nick Becton Fr. 6-5 298

No. Left Guard Yr. Ht. Wt.
67 Nick Marshman Sr. 6-5 339

69 Hivera Green Jr. 6-3 304

76 Will Alvarez Fr. 6-4 327

No. Right Guard Yr. Ht. Wt.
70 Sergio Render Jr. 6-4 324

68 Jaymes Brooks Fr. 6-2 304

65 Matt Baldwin Fr. 6-6 299

No. Right Tackle Yr. Ht. Wt.
62 Blake DeChristopher Fr. 6-5 299

68 Jaymes Brooks Fr. 6-2 304

74 Michael Via Fr. 6-6 255

No. Center Yr. Ht. Wt.
58 Ryan Shuman Sr. 6-3 293

60 Beau Warren So. 6-3 276

61 Barrett Mears So. 6-5 291

No. Tight End Yr. Ht. Wt.
8 Greg Boone Jr. 6-3 290

88 Andre Smith So. 6-4 260

86 Chris Drager Fr. 6-3 238

No. Fullback Yr. Ht. Wt.
42 Kenny Jefferson Jr. 5-9 209

44 Devin Perez Sr. 5-8 239

31 Kenny Younger Jr. 5-11 230

No. Place Kicker Yr. Ht. Wt.

29 Dustin Keys Sr. 6-2 212

— Tim Pisano Fr. 5-9 159

— Matt Waldron So. 5-11 186

Starters are shaded 

BIGGEST SHOES TO FILL
Brett Warren, above,
and Purnell Sturdivant
Vince Hall and Xavier Adibi gave
the Hokies their defensive
identity for three seasons, one a
cannonball run-stopper, the
other a sideline-to-sideline
hazard for opposing offenses.
With both departed, Warren will
anchor the Hokies in the middle,
Hall’s former spot, while
Sturdivant takes over for Adibi at
outside linebacker. Warren, the
son of former Redskins tight end
Don Warren, performed well
when Hall was injured last
season but must improve in pass
coverage. Sturdivant showed a
penchant for big plays during
spotty playing time last season.
Defensive coordinator Bud Foster
said Sturdivant is a great player
who happened to be stuck
behind a better one for two
seasons.

PLAYERS TO WATCH
K CB Victor “Macho” Harris,
Sr., above: The face of Virginia
Tech football this season might
become a first-team
all-American while also seeing
spot duty at wide receiver.

K FS Kam Chancellor, Jr.: The
high school quarterback has
become the Hokies’ best athlete. 

K G Sergio Render, Jr.: A
starter since his freshman
season, he’ll be one the nation’s
best guards.

K LB Cam Martin, Jr.: The only
returning starter at linebacker
excels at Virginia Tech’s unique
“whip” position because of his
ability to blanket receivers and
menace quarterbacks.

K DE Jason Worilds, So.: After
seeing time last season as Chris
Ellis’s understudy, Worilds might
become the ACC’s next
pass-rushing star. 

E. CAROLINA
In Charlotte, Sat.

FURMAN
Sept. 6

GEORGIA TECH
Sept. 13

AT N. CAROLINA
Sept. 20

AT NEBRASKA
Sept. 27

W. KENTUCKY
Oct. 4

AT BC
Oct. 18

AT FLORIDA ST.
Oct. 25

MARYLAND
Nov. 6

AT MIAMI
Nov. 13

DUKE
Nov. 22

VIRGINIA
Nov. 29
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VirginiaTechHokies By Adam Kilgore

Sept. 27 at Nebraska
Nonconference, geographically
diverse games such as this are
further entrenching the Hokies
as a power. Virginia Tech has
more talent by far — aside from
running back Marlon Lucky, the
only thing remotely reminiscent
of Nebraska’s glory years is its
uniforms. Still, the challenge
presented by Memorial
Stadium’s frenzied crowd, in
Coach Bo Pelini’s first major test,
will be immense. The Hokies will
get their second taste of Pelini in
as many seasons. Last year, as
LSU’s defensive coordinator, he
concocted the scheme that led
to the Tigers’ 48-7 rout.
Fortunately for the Hokies, Pelini
inherited players who allowed
37.9 points per game last
season, 114th in the nation.

THE BIG GAME

Position: Defensive end. Year: Senior. Height: 6-2. Weight: 255.
Notable: The only returning starter on the defensive line, Martin led the unit in tackles last
year with 58.

Orion Martin’s Profile

BY TONI L. SANDYS — THE WASHINGTON POST

Orion Martin, who once attended Norfolk State because no other school offered him a scholarship, calls playing for the Hokies “a blessing.”

Former Hokies Walk-On Orion Martin Kicks Off Final Season
As Team Captain for the Program He Loved as a Child


