
Pos. Horse Trainer Jockey Odds

1
Big Brown Richard Dutrow Jr. Kent Desormeaux 2-5

Expect him to set up in a stalking spot off the rail and to move for
immortality on the far turn, cracked hoof and all.

2
Guadalcanal Fred Seitz Javier Castellano 50-1

Running a maiden in one of the sport’s most prestigious races is
cockamamie, and that’s putting it nicely.

3
Macho Again Dallas Stewart Garrett Gomez 20-1
Second in the Preakness and still 20-1; that’s how big and bad Big
Brown is. Distance may compromise late punch.

4
Denis of Cork David Carroll Robby Albarado 12-1
Deceptively impressive third-place finish in the Kentucky Derby. A
step forward and he springs the upset.

5
Casino Drive Kazuo Fujisawa Edgar Prado 7-2
His siblings won the past two Belmonts. Japanese import may be in
the mix early and challenging Big Brown stride for stride.

6
Da’ Tara Nick Zito Alan Garcia 30-1 

Second in minor stakes on Preakness Day. If Garcia elects, he could
heat up the pace fire.

7
Tale of Ekati Barclay Tagg Eibar Coa 20-1
Grade I winner in the hands of a master horseman. Likely to lay five
to eight lengths off the pace, hoping for a meltdown.

8
Anak Nakal Nick Zito Julien Leparoux 30-1

Zito has retreated to Saratoga, from which he sprung Birdstone on
Smarty Jones in 2004. This is not Birdstone.

9
Ready’s Echo Todd Pletcher John Velazquez 30-1

Pletcher shows up with a colt known for coming from out of the
clouds. Doubt he arrives on time.

10
Icabad Crane H. Graham Motion Jeremy Rose 20-1

Certainly looked capable winning the Tesio and running third in the
Preakness. Likely to land another share.

— John Scheinman

140th Belmont Stakes Starting Positions 
6:25 p.m. post time at Belmont Park in Elmont, N.Y.race carrying a purse of $1 million. He envisions win-

ning “by daylight, easily.”
“I just don’t see no dogfight in this race,” he said.

“You can’t imagine this race is going to be too far for
him with these horses. He’s not running against a real
tough crowd, and he’s a real good horse. I still haven’t
seen another 3-year-old step up to give Big Brown a
run for his money.”

If the undefeated Big Brown is to be derailed in his
quest to become the 12th winner of the Triple Crown,
something alarming likely will have to happen. Yet
alarming things repeatedly have happened since Af-
firmed held off Alydar three times in a row and last
captured the Triple Crown in 1978: The nearly in-
vincible Spectacular Bid — “the fastest horse to ever
look through a bridle,” according to the late trainer
Grover “Bud” Delp — didn’t win the Belmont. Real
Quiet looked home free under jockey Kent Desor-
meaux, who rides Big Brown, only to be run down
and beaten in a photo finish by Victory Gallop in
1998. Charismatic broke down near the wire the year
after that. War Emblem stumbled at the gate in 2002.
Funny Cide worked too fast before the 2003 race. The
plodding Birdstone caught Smarty Jones in 2004.

Big Brown has the built-in vulnerability of a quar-
ter crack in his left front hoof, but most horsemen
queried about the injury dismissed it as more of a nui-
sance than threat.

With morning-line odds of 2-5, Big Brown is an
overwhelming favorite, and, strengthening his hand,
his anticipated chief rival, Casino Drive, may be
scratched after showing signs of a bruise Friday in his
left rear hoof.

Should Casino Drive be withdrawn by his Japanese
connections, only long shot Da’ Tara would remain
among the eight other entrants as a horse with con-
firmed front-running speed. In his five career starts,
Big Brown has proved capable of seizing the lead and
running his opposition into the ground, as he did in
the Florida Derby; he can sit comfortably behind
moderate fractions, gradually increase his stride and
pull away, as he did in the Kentucky Derby; and he has
ability to unleash a stunning burst of speed to instant-
ly separate himself from the field, a new dimension on
display in the Preakness.

His Belmont opponents have shown none of those
talents.

“The favorite looks awful tough, but anything can
happen in racing,” said jockey John Velazquez, who

will ride long-shot Ready’s Echo for trainer Todd
Pletcher. “Coming from off the pace, maybe I’ll be the
one to upset the Triple Crown.

“I’m hoping the speed shows up a little bit, and Big
Brown breaks well and Casino Drive breaks well and,
hopefully, they’ll have a little duel.”

Velazquez also hopes trainer Nick Zito has entered
Da’ Tara, second in the Barbaro Stakes on the Preak-
ness undercard, to try to quicken the pace to enable
his closer, Anak Nakal. Zito compared Anak Nakal to
Birdstone.

“Believe it or not,” Zito said, “the reason is that
Birdstone had a very good 2-year-old year, and he
didn’t have such a good winter. Anak Nakal was a
good 2-year-old.”

Zito also pointed out that Birdstone ran eighth in
the Kentucky Derby and Anak Nakal seventh, “and
that’s the theory I’ve got.”

If Big Brown falters for some reason, the horses
most likely to benefit are Tale of Ekati, the Wood Me-
morial winner; Denis of Cork, third in the Kentucky
Derby; Macho Again, second in the Preakness; and
Icabad Crane, who came in third.

Dutrow laughs at the concept of a horse other than
Big Brown winning.

“They’re going to have to show up tomorrow,” Du-
trow said with a touch of disdain in his voice. “I know
my horse is going to show up.”

BY JULIE JACOBSON — ASSOCIATED PRESS

With exercise rider Michelle Nevin aboard, Big Brown slows to a walk after a light gallop around the track at Belmont Park. The Triple Crown hopeful hasn’t lost in five career starts.

Is Favored Big Brown the Heir to the Crown?
BELMONT, From E1
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Big Brown trainer Richard Dutrow Jr. had this piece of
advice for opposing jockeys: “Stay out of his way.”
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In recent years, pedigree hasn’t
appeared to be an important
factor in the other Triple Crown
races. Horses have been winning
the Kentucky Derby with
sprint-oriented bloodlines that
would have doomed them 25
years ago. But horses still don’t
win the Belmont Stakes without
sufficient stamina in their genes.

The last three horses to make
bids for the Triple Crown all had
pedigrees emphasizing speed
rather than stamina. War Emblem
(2002) was a son of Our Emblem,
a seven-furlong specialist. Funny
Cide (2003) was a son of
Distorted Humor, who excelled at
seven furlongs and won only once
as far as a mile. Smarty Jones
(2004) was a son of Elusive
Quality, also a sprinter. All of
them faded in the last

quarter-mile of the Belmont.
At 11⁄2 miles, a horse’s running

style is just as important as his
pedigree, and the optimal style in
the Belmont is antithetical to the
style that so often prevails in the
Kentucky Derby. Horses such as
Spectacular Bid (1979), Pleasant
Colony (1981), Alysheba (1987),
Real Quiet (1998) and
Charismatic (1999) all won the
Derby by taking command of the
race with a strong move on the
turn.

When horses attempt to seize
command of the Belmont with
one bold move, they turn onto
what seems like an endless stretch
and almost always come up short.
The five aforementioned Derby
winners all lost in their Triple
Crown bids. Real Quiet was the
archetypal failure. Kent
Desormeaux — the jockey who
will ride Big Brown today —

swooped past the field, opened a
four-length lead, looked like a sure
winner — and was caught at the
wire by Victory Gallop.

The Belmont is typically won
by even-pace runners instead of
those whose forte is delivering
one big burst of speed. Plodders
can win it, but tractable speed
horses do best of all. The last four
Triple Crown winners — Citation
(1948), Secretariat (1973),
Seattle Slew (1977) and Affirmed
(1978) — all led from start to
finish, and all except Secretariat
won by meting out their speed at
a moderate pace.

Big Brown possesses the
optimal running style. He is
blessed with great speed, but he
will dole it out as Desormeaux
wishes. The jockey gunned him to
the lead in the Florida Derby, but
he was able to put Big Brown
under early restraint in both the

Derby and the Preakness. In
winning the first two legs of the
Triple Crown, he looked like a colt
well suited to the Belmont, except
for one thing: his bloodlines.

Big Brown’s sire, Boundary,
raced only in sprints during his
eight-race career, and almost all of
his offspring prefer short
distances, too. Big Brown may get
some moderate stamina
influences from his female side,
but his is anything but an ideal
Belmont Stakes pedigree.

Whether horses are well- or
ill-suited to the 11⁄2-mile distance,
they don’t run in a vacuum, and
they may succeed or fail because
of the quality of their competition.
Sunday Silence, who had an
excellent pedigree and running
style, lost his bid for the Triple
Crown in 1989 when Easy Goer
delivered the best Belmont Stakes
performance of the last 20 years.

Silver Charm would have won the
1997 Belmont but for the
presence of a formidable foe in
Touch Gold. Conversely, horses
with shaky 11⁄2-mile credentials
(e.g., Bold Forbes in 1976) can
sometimes hang on if the
competition is weak enough.

Big Brown won the first two
legs of the Triple Crown by
dominating a weak group of
3-year-olds. In the Belmont, he
faces only one potentially serious
challenger: Casino Drive, the
intriguing colt who won his
racing debut in Japan, was
shipped to the United States and
captured the Peter Pan Stakes at
Belmont by five lengths. Casino
Drive has an extraordinary
pedigree. His dam, Better Than
Honour, produced the last two
winners of the Belmont.
Moreover, his paternal grandsire
(A.P. Indy) and great grandsire

(Seattle Slew) are both Belmont
winners.

But Casino Drive’s talent
doesn’t measure up to Big
Brown’s — at least not at this
stage of his career. Casino Drive
earned a Beyer Speed Figure of
102 winning the Peter Pan,
compared with the 109 that Big
Brown registered in the Kentucky
Derby — a gap of nearly five
lengths. Moreover, since the Peter
Pan, Casino Drive has not trained
impressively, and yesterday’s
news that he had bruised his foot
will make it hard for any rational
handicapper to muster a bet
against the favorite.

Even if Big Brown is less
effective at 11⁄2 miles than at
shorter distances, he is so
superior in this field that he is
unlikely to be beaten. The racing
world can get ready to hail the
12th Triple Crown winner. 

ANDREW BEYER

Put Your Money on the Horse With the Hole in His Genes
BEYER, From E1

By John Scheinman

Special to The Washington Post

ELMONT, N.Y., June 6 — Ca-
sino Drive, the Japanese import
considered the primary rival to Big
Brown in the Belmont Stakes,
might not run after suffering what
was described as a possible “stone
bruise” in his left rear hoof.

“This morning, we’re not 100
percent happy with the hind legs,
how he moves,” said Nobutaka Ta-
da, racing manager for owner Hide-
toshi Yamamoto. “We didn’t go to
the track with him. There’s a slight
possibility of a stone bruise, and
we’re just cooling him down now.
It’s not lame, just something differ-
ent with the way he walks. We ex-
pect him to run.”

The week has not gone smoothly
for Casino Drive, whose siblings,
Jazil and Rags to Riches, have won
the past two Belmonts. On Wednes-
day morning, the colt went to the
track for a workout, which was
quickly aborted when the rider
pulled up. Tada blamed a muddy
track.

Casino Drive has not had a pub-
lished workout since winning the
Peter Pan Stakes at Belmont in his
second career start on May 10.

Big Brown’s trainer, Richard Du-
trow Jr., said he was told Thursday
night that Casino Drive might be
scratched, but Tada said the prob-
lem was discovered at 5 a.m. on Fri-
day.

With morning-line odds of 7-2,
Casino Drive figured to go off as
the second betting choice. Big
Brown’s jockey, Kent Desormeaux,
rode Casino Drive in the Peter Pan
and afterward said the colt was the
only one who could match strides
with the Kentucky Derby and
Preakness Stakes winner.

“It’s disappointing because it
really adds some intrigue to the
race, and they’ve got to be given
credit for giving it a shot,” said H.
Graham Motion, who trains Icabad
Crane.

Casino Drive’s connections have
until 45 minutes before the Bel-
mont to scratch the horse, accord-
ing to New York Racing Associa-
tion rules.

Tada said some heat had been
found in the hoof, but it dissipated
after ice was applied. Trainer Ka-
zuo Fujisawa normally does not
send his horses to the track the
morning of a race, Tada said, but “if
he’s too fresh, he might have a can-
ter” on Saturday.

Outside the Belmont barn of
trainer John Hertler, where Casino
Drive has been stabled in prepara-
tion for the race, Tada was asked if
he believed the colt could still win
the Belmont despite the setback.

“I’ve never said we can win the
Belmont Stakes,” he said. “We’re
trying to win.”

Patch Applied to Big Brown

Hoof specialist Ian McKinlay re-
moved and replaced the stainless
steel wires in the quarter crack on
Big Brown’s left front hoof Friday
afternoon and applied a fiberglass
and methacrylic patch that will re-
main on during the race.

“The patch we put on today will
be very routine,” McKinlay said.
“And that’s probably the last time
I’ll look at the hoof, and I don’t
mean till tomorrow; I mean two or
three months.”

The five-eighths-of-an-inch crack
was discovered May 24 and caused
Big Brown to miss several days of
galloping at the track.

Big Brown galloped 11⁄2 miles on
the main track Friday morning
with rubber boots on his front
hoofs and received the patch later
in the day.

“If the patch comes off in that
race, I might as well quit what I’m
doing,” McKinlay said. 
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