
er. It’s not only this, but it’s 18 times in the
season. It’s spring training. It’s instruction-
al league. I’m very happy for Dan and every-
thing they accomplished, but we’re both
competitive guys. We both want to win.”

This postseason has become a bit of an
homage to the Indians teams from the mid-
to late 1990s, the group that made it to the
postseason five straight times with Hart as
the GM. With O’Dowd at his side, Hart and
the Indians began to collect young talent on
the field, Manny Ramirez and Omar Viz-
quel and Jim Thome. Off the field, the tal-
ent pool might have been just as impres-
sive.

O’Dowd left to become general manager
of the Rockies in 1999. He brought Byrnes,
by then the director of scouting for the Indi-
ans, with him as assistant GM. When Hart
left the Indians for Texas following the
2001 season, he was succeeded by Mark
Shapiro, who in 1992 began as an assistant
in the Indians’ baseball operations depart-
ment fresh out of Princeton, eventually
oversaw the minor league system and be-
came assistant GM. Friday, Shapiro’s re-
vamped Indians will make their first ap-
pearance in the American League Champi-
onship Series since 1998. Throw in
Harvard-educated Paul DePodesta — an
Indians baseball operations assistant in the
late ’90s and eventually the Los Angeles
Dodgers’ general manager — and a new
breed of baseball executive was being culti-
vated in Cleveland.

“It was such a great environment to
learn,” Byrnes said. “They challenged me,
and we challenged each other. I certainly
refer back to things I learned from [Hart,
O’Dowd and Shapiro] quite often, how to
deal with the responsibilities of the job and
all that. It’s funny, because I think it’s some-
thing I appreciated then because it was
such a great place. They put me in entry-
level, but I always had access to John and
Dan and Mark, and that helped me learn.”

As the general manager, Hart’s primary
focus was the major league team. But he
was well aware of the young men who
traipsed through the office. When Byrnes
interviewed with O’Dowd, when he got his
first job in pro ball, the Indians still played
in outdated, cavernous Municipal Stadium.
They couldn’t afford to venture into the
same free agent waters as, say, the New

York Yankees.
“We had to do it differently,” Hart said by

phone. “I had the great, good fortune to
have a young talent pool that we could lean
on. The one thing I always tried to do was
empower them. They were ambitious, and
they ran with it.”

So O’Dowd and Byrnes and Shapiro and
others played to their strengths. They de-
veloped databases and books on the 29 oth-
er teams — not just their major league ros-
ters, but their minor league systems, their
economic situations, everything they
might need to know. They analyzed statis-
tics. The Indians became known as a team
that developed players from within their
system, and then signed them to reason-
able long-term deals. O’Dowd decided he
wanted many of the young assistants he
hired to work in advance scouting, “be-
cause we thought that was the best way to
learn, watching major league games.”

“I don’t know if we had a grand plan
about it,” O’Dowd said Wednesday. “But it
worked.”

When it came time for O’Dowd to be-
come the first member of the Tribe to de-
part, he took Byrnes. That relationship last-
ed until December 2002, when Byrnes took
the same job, assistant general manager,
with the Boston Red Sox. By the end of the
2005 season, Byrnes, then 35, felt ready to
run a team of his own. He interviewed with
Diamondbacks chief executive Jeff Moo-
rad, once a powerful agent. On Wednesday,
Moorad called Byrnes “best of class.”

“I remember asking him, ‘Do you consid-
er yourself a follower of the “Moneyball”
approach, or are you more a traditional,
old-school scout in your evaluations of play-
ers?’ ” Moorad said. “And he said: ‘Jeff, I’m
not sure that you have to be either. . . . I
think people make a mistake in assuming
that you have to be pigeonholed into one or
the other.’ ”

With that, he was hired. Moorad pointed
out that the four teams remaining in the
playoffs are the four teams for which
Byrnes has worked. Hart can point to three
of them and say he helped develop their
general manager. They are, without ques-
tion, intertwined, and none more so than
the two that will play Thursday at Chase
Field.

“I can’t root for either of them over the
other,” Hart said. “I love every one of these
guys. I do.”

Downright Erie: 3 GMs
Have Ties to Cleveland
NLCS, From E1

BY ROY DABNER — ASSOCIATED PRESS

Diamondbacks GM Josh Byrnes got his
start in baseball in 1994, becoming an
intern for the Cleveland Indians.

BY DAVID ZALUBOWSKI — ASSOCIATED PRESS

The man who interviewed Byrnes in
Cleveland, Dan O’Dowd, now is GM of the
Rockies, Arizona’s foe in the NLCS.
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What We’ve Learned About the Rockies: Start with the back end of the bullpen,
which has been almost impenetrable. Brian Fuentes began the year as the closer
and became an all-star. But he lost the job after a horrendous late June stretch in
which he blew four consecutive saves. Fuentes thus moved to a setup role, in
which he has a 1.93 ERA, including the playoffs. Manny Corpas became the closer
and has 22 saves in 23 chances with a 1.31 ERA after the switch. Since Fuentes and
Corpas swapped roles, the bullpen’s ERA is 3.27, including the playoffs.

This is a patient club. The Rockies’ .354 OBP in the regular season led the NL,
and they saw 3.87 pitches per plate appearance, which tied for the NL lead.

We also know that MVP candidate Matt Holliday is a different hitter at Coors
Field (.376 average, .435 OBP, .722 slugging in the regular season) than he is on
the road (.301, .374, .485).

What We Still Don’t Know: What happens when you reinsert a key piece back
into a team that has won 17 of its last 18 games? We might find out, given that cen-
ter fielder and leadoff man Willy Taveras — out since Sept. 8 with a strained right
quadriceps — was activated and will play tonight. In only 97 games, Taveras had
more than twice as many bunt hits (37) as any other player. But will he fit in seam-
lessly to a team that made the playoffs without him? 

We also don’t know if first baseman Todd Helton will take advantage of his first
trip to the postseason. He went 1 for 12 in the division series. 

What We’ve Learned About the Diamondbacks: Forget about run differential.
Yes, Arizona gave up 20 more runs than it scored, a statistic that is supposed to put
a team on the golf course rather than in the postseason. Also forget about offensive
stats, because the Diamondbacks’ .250 batting average and .321 OBP during the
season both were worst in the NL.

We know Brandon Webb is an elite starter. Over the past two seasons, only Min-
nesota’s Johan Santana (3.04) has a better ERA than Webb (3.06), and no one has
thrown more than his 4711⁄3 innings, an average of just more than seven a start.

And we know that throwing a first-pitch fastball to leadoff man Chris Young (32
homers, 141 strikeouts) is perilous. He might swing and miss, but he might just
homer, though he didn’t have one in 51 at-bats against Colorado.

What We Still Don’t Know: Beyond Webb, can the starting pitching hold up?
Game 2 starter Doug Davis allowed Colorado hitters a .343 average — permitting
an incredible 35 base runners in 17 innings — in three starts against the Rockies
this season. Livan Hernandez has plenty of big-game experience, and he had five
quality starts and a 1.54 ERA against the Rockies. But his overall numbers — .308
average against and 34 homers allowed, both second worst in the NL — indicate
he’s vulnerable.

Can they hit enough against Rockies’ pitching? They slugged an anemic .386 in
18 games against Colorado this year, scoring three or fewer runs in 11 of those
games.

Arizona Diamondbacks vs. Colorado Rockies
Diamondbacks 90-72, NL West champion; Rockies 89-73, defeated San Diego in a one-game playoff to win the NL wild card. 
Division Series: Diamondbacks defeated Chicago Cubs in three games; Rockies defeated Philadelphia Phillies in three games.

BY STEPHEN DUNN — GETTY IMAGES

Brian Fuentes has a 1.93 ERA since becoming one of the Rockies’ setup men.

BY MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ — ASSOCIATED PRESS

Diamondbacks leadoff man Chris Young has 32 homers, but also 141 strikeouts.

About Colorado About Arizona

NLCSPreview By Barry Svrluga

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS
2007 STATS ’07 VS. ROCKIES

CATCHERS B/T AB R H HR RBI AVG. AVG. HR RBI

Hammock, R. R/R 45 5 11 0 0 .244 .400 0 0
Montero, M. L/R 214 30 48 10 37 .224 .227 2 7
Snyder, C. R/R 326 37 82 13 47 .252 .167 0 0

INFIELDERS B/T AB R H HR RBI AVG. AVG. HR RBI

Callaspo, A. S/R 144 10 31 0 7 .215 .304 0 1
Cirillo, J. R/R 193 24 48 2 27 .249 .000 0 0
Clark, T. S/R 221 31 55 17 51 .249 .273 4 13
Drew, S. L/R 543 60 129 12 60 .238 .231 1 4
Jackson, C. R/R 415 56 118 15 60 .284 .244 2 6
Ojeda, A. S/R 113 16 31 1 12 .274 Did not play
Reynolds, M. R/R 366 62 102 17 62 .279 .324 0 3

OUTFIELDERS B/T AB R H HR RBI AVG. AVG. HR RBI

Byrnes, E. R/R 626 103 179 21 83 .286 .290 3 14
Salazar, J. L/L 94 13 26 1 10 .277 Did not play
Upton, J. R/R 140 17 31 2 11 .221 .200 0 0
Young, C. R/R 569 85 135 32 68 .237 .235 0 4
Totals 5398 712 1350 171 687 .250 .248 14 71

2007 STATS ’07 VS. ROCKIES
PITCHERS T W-L Sv IP H BB SO ERA W-L IP ERA

Cruz, J. R 6-1 0 61.0 45 32 87 3.10 1-0 5.1 3.38
Davis, D. L 13-12 0 192.2 211 95 144 4.25 1-2 17.0 3.18
Gonzalez, E. R 8-4 0 102.0 110 28 62 5.03 1-1 6.1 7.11
Hernandez, L. R 11-11 0 204.1 247 79 90 4.93 1-0 35.0 1.54
Lyon, B. R 6-4 2 74.0 70 22 40 2.68 1-1 10.0 3.60
Nippert, D. R 1-1 0 45.1 48 16 38 5.56 0-1 4.1 8.31
Owings, M. R 8-8 0 152.2 146 60 106 4.30 Did not pitch
Peña, T. R 5-4 2 85.1 63 31 63 3.27 0-1 8.2 0.00
Slaten, D. L 3-2 0 36.1 41 14 28 2.72 1-0 3.2 2.45
Valverde, J. R 1-4 47 61.4 46 26 78 2.66 0-1 8.2 2.08
Webb, B. R 18-10 0 236.1 209 72 194 3.01 1-3 39.0 5.77
Totals 90-72 51 1441 1446 546 1088 4.13 8-10 160.2 4.20

COLORADO ROCKIES
2007 STATS ’07 VS. D-BACKS

CATCHERS B/T AB R H HR RBI AVG. AVG. HR RBI

Iannetta, C. R/R 197 22 43 4 2 .218 .269 0 3
Torrealba, Y. R/R 396 47 101 8 47 .255 .225 0 1

INFIELDERS B/T AB R H HR RBI AVG. AVG. HR RBI

Atkins, G. R/R 605 83 182 25 111 .301 .283 1 9
Carroll, J. R/R 227 45 51 2 22 .225 .268 0 0
Helton, T. L/L 557 86 178 17 91 .320 .375 1 9
Matsui, K. S/R 410 84 118 4 37 .288 .292 0 5
Tulowitzki, T. R/R 609 104 177 24 99 .291 .209 1 9

OUTFIELDERS B/T AB R H HR RBI AVG. AVG. HR RBI

Baker, J. R/R 144 17 32 4 12 .222 .250 1 2
Hawpe, B. L/L 516 80 150 29 116 .291 .352 3 18
Holliday, M. R/R 636 120 216 36 173 .340 .361 2 13
Smith, S. L/L 8 4 5 0 0 .625 Did not play
Spilborghs, R. R/R 264 40 79 11 51 .299 .353 0 3
Sullivan, C. L/L 140 19 40 2 14 .286 .200 0 2
Totals 5691 860 1591 171 823 .280 .280 9 80

2007 STATS ’07 VS. D-BACKS
PITCHERS T W-L Sv IP H BB SO ERA W-L IP ERA

Affeldt, J. L 4-3 0 59.0 47 33 46 3.51 1-1 8.2 2.08
Buchholz, T. R 6-5 0 93.2 105 20 61 4.23 0-0 4.1 6.23
Corpas, M. R 4-2 19 78.0 63 20 58 2.08 1-0 110 1.64
Fogg, J. R 10-9 0 165.2 194 59 94 4.94 1-1 24.0 2.63
Francis, J. L 17-9 0 215.1 234 63 165 4.22 1-1 19.0 2.84
Fuentes, B. L 3-5 20 61.1 46 23 56 3.08 1-0 9.2 0.00
Hawkins, L. R 2-5 0 55.1 52 16 29 3.42 0-2 6.1 8.53
Herges, M. R 5-1 0 48.2 34 15 30 2.96 1-0 5.0 1.80
Jimenez, U. R 4-4 0 82.0 70 37 68 4.28 0-0 13.0 2.77
Morales, F. L 3-2 0 39.1 34 14 26 3.43 Did not pitch
Redman, M. L 2-4 0 41.1 59 17 27 7.62 1-0 5.0 0.00
Speier, R. R 3-1 0 18.0 20 8 13 4.00 0-0 1.0 0.00
Totals 90-73 39 1472 1497 504 967 4.32 10-8 161 3.86

GAME 1

at D-backs, 8:37 tonight
Jeff Francis (17-9, 4.22) vs.
Brandon Webb (18-10, 3.01)

GAME 2

at D-backs, 10:18 p.m. tomorrow
Ubaldo Jimenez (4-4, 4.28) vs.
Doug Davis (13-12, 4.25)

GAME 3

at Rockies, 8:37 p.m. Sunday
Livan Hernandez (11-11, 4.93) vs.
Josh Fogg (10-9, 4.94)

GAME 4

at Rockies, 10:18 p.m. Monday

GAME 5*
at Rockies, 8:37 p.m. Wednesday

GAME 6*

at D-backs, 8:37 p.m. Oct. 19

GAME 7*
at D-backs, TBD Oct. 20

SCHEDULE All games on TBS (*if necessary)

By Barry Svrluga 

Washington Post Staff Writer

PHOENIX, Oct. 10 — Players often talk about
checking the lineup card when they arrive at the
ballpark, just to make sure they’re playing. The
Arizona Diamondbacks took that to a new level.

No Arizona player hit in the same spot in the
order more than 85 times — Orlando Hudson in
the third spot. Manager Bob Melvin, whose team
opens the National League Championship Series
against the Colorado Rockies here Thursday,
started no fewer than five players in each position
in the order. And he warned his team in spring
training it would be this way, saying, “We have to
look at different combinations.”

Shortstop Stephen Drew, for instance, has hit
in every spot in the order but fourth and ninth.
Rookie center fielder Chris Young is now the lead-
off hitter, but he has hit second, fifth, sixth, sev-
enth and eighth as well.

Rockies Roster Change

The Rockies made one change to their roster
from their sweep over Philadelphia in the division
series, activating center fielder Willy Taveras,
who has recovered from a strained right quad-
riceps, and leaving off left-hander Mark Redman. 

Taveras, who hit .320 and is one of the fastest
players in the game, will lead off, moving second
baseman Kazuo Matsui into the second spot in
the order. Shortstop Troy Tulowitzki will move
from second to seventh.

The Rockies also moved rookie left-hander
Franklin Morales back in the rotation to Game 4,
bumping veteran right-hander Josh Fogg to Game
3. Morales started Game 2 of the division series
but lasted only three innings, allowing three runs.
Fogg earned the win with two scoreless innings.

Surgery for Nats’ Hill

Washington Nationals right-hander Shawn Hill
is scheduled to undergo surgery on his left shoul-
der Thursday in Birmingham, Ala. He already
had surgery this offseason to repair a nerve prob-
lem in his right elbow. The club believes that the
procedures will help the 26-year-old, who was lim-
ited to 16 starts in 2007, remain healthy next sea-
son.

The club outrighted right-handers Winston
Abreu and Chris Booker, lefties Mike Bacsik and
Arnie Muñoz and outfielder Brandon Watson to
Class AAA Columbus. Right-hander Jason Simon-
tacchi was reinstated from the 60-day disabled list
and outrighted to Columbus. 

NL NOTEBOOK

D-Backs Have
No Certain Order

The Colorado Rockies won 10 of 18 meetings in 2007. (Home team in caps.)
Date Winner, Score WP LP
April 2 Diamondbacks 8, ROCKIES 6 J. Cruz L. Hawkins

April 3 ROCKIES 4, Diamondbacks 3 B. Kim J. Valverde

April 4 ROCKIES 11, Diamondbacks 4 R. Lopez D. Davis

April 13 Rockies 6, DIAMONDBACKS 3 J. Affeldt B. Webb

April 14 DIAMONDACKS 5, Rockies 4 B. Lyon L. Hawkins

April 15 DIAMONDBACKS 6, Rockies 4 D. Davis B. Kim

May 15 Diamondbacks 3, ROCKIES 0 R. Johnson J. Hirsh

May 16 ROCKIES 5, Diamondbacks 3 A. Cook B. Webb

May 17 Diamondbacks 3, ROCKIES 1 L. Hernandez J. Fogg

May 21 DIAMONDBACKS 6, Rockies 5 D. Slaten J. Affeldt

May 22 Rockies 3, DIAMONDBACKS 1 M. Corpas B. Lyon

May 23 Rockies 2, DIAMONDBACKS 0 J. Francis D. Davis

Aug. 31 Rockies 7, DIAMONDBACKS 3 M. Herges T. Peña

Sept. 1 DIAMONDBACKS 13, Rockies 7 E. Gonzalez E. Dessens

Sept. 2 Rockies 4, DIAMONDBACKS 3 J. Fogg B. Webb

Sept. 28 Diamondbacks 4, ROCKIES 2 B. Webb J. Francis

Sept. 29 ROCKIES 11, Diamondbacks 1 M. Redman E. Gonzalez

Sept. 30 ROCKIES 4, Diamondbacks 3 B. Fuentes D. Nippert

Rockies vs. Diamondbacks


