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BASEBALL ’08
Most runs scored at home per game, 2003-07

F or two years, as their new park was
built, the Nationals talked about
how they couldn’t wait to play in a

normal big league stadium, one with
average dimensions just like the typical
stadiums they played in on the road. Over
and over, especially from hitters, you
heard the sentiment, “I can’t wait to get
back on the road and get myself
straightened out.”

Once again, we may be witnessing a
severe case of be-careful-what-you-
wish-for. Without knowing it, the Nats
have built a team remarkably well suited to
their home ballpark. Unfortunately, the
hard-hearted statistics say the park that
loves the Nationals actually is RFK, the
constantly maligned stadium they are
leaving.

As for Nationals Park, it’s too soon to
know, but not too soon to start worrying.
After checking the facts, the Nats might
even want to consider a couple of trades
before the rest of the league figures out
that most of their best hitters, and almost
their entire stellar bullpen, have a history
of performing better at RFK than in other
parks. 

The general assumption is that the
starting rotation will suffer in its new digs
but the team’s batters and relievers will
perform the same. The statistics say just
the opposite. Starters such as Matt Chico,
Tim Redding and John Lannan got little
help from RFK last year, though Shawn
Hill and Jason Bergmann preferred home
cooking. 

The dramatic numbers, however, are
those of the top seven relievers. Last
season, all of them benefited from an RFK
advantage, posting a combined 3.02 ERA
at home with only 14 homers allowed
compared with a scary 4.88 ERA with 27
gopher balls in other parks. Does a
summer of arson await us?

Then, of course, there’s the effect the
change of venue will have on the
hometown hitters. Nationals Park
definitely will be better for hitters in
general than the RFK canyon. But will it
be better for the Nats’ specific collection of
hitters, some of whom have adapted their
games to the park to survive? “It can’t be
worse,” Ryan Zimmerman quipped this
month in spring training. “In RFK, I had
the lowest home run total of my career for
a full season,” Dmitri Young said. “You
give up hitting the long ball and slap line
drives to all fields. This year, I get my
power back.”

“I can’t wait to get up there,” Nick
Johnson said.

Sounds convincing. Yet Zimmerman’s
career batting average at RFK is .309 with
21 homers and 117 RBI; on the road, he’s
only .252 with 23 homers and 90 RBI. He’s
been an all-star hitter at RFK, but much
less dangerous in most other parks. Was
his line-drive style actually a fine fit for
RFK? Was he trading a few frustrating
long outs for a lot more singles and
doubles?

Even more dramatic, Young slapped the
ball around RFK for an amazing .366
average last year. Johnson, despite what
he thinks, has a .302 career average at
RFK with slightly better all-around
production than elsewhere. Switch-hitting
Cristian Guzmán had a .369 average at
RFK last year and Ronnie Belliard was

slightly better at home, too. That’s half the
lineup. In reality, the only Nats hitter who
should ignite after escaping RFK is Austin
Kearns, whose fly-ball style was eaten alive
at RFK (a paltry .386 slugging percentage
in two seasons). If he’s healthy, expect him
to hit 25 homers with 90 RBI this season.

The Nats may be luckier than they know
to have acquired three new hitters with
power since the middle of last season. Wily
Mo Peña (only one RFK homer) and Elijah
Dukes will have careers that are defined

largely by their home run totals, so the
smaller the park the better for them.
Lastings Milledge, who sprays the ball
with authority, might actually have liked
RFK. But as he matures and pulls the ball
more, Nationals Park figures to suit him
much better.

The scariest part of moving to Nationals
Park may be its impact on the team’s one
indisputable strength — its bullpen. How
much of that fire brigade’s stature derived
from RFK? Did the deep outfield fences

give them the extra confidence to pitch
aggressively, to trust their stuff and to
minimize walks? Last year, Saúl Rivera,
Luis Ayala, Chad Cordero, Jon Rauch,
Jesús Colome and Ray King had ERAs at
RFK of 2.27, 2.29, 3.00, 3.06, 3.34 and
4.79. Joel Hanrahan, the most likely pen
addition this year, was at 3.80. What a
bunch of near stars.

On the road, their ERAs were 5.16,
3.97, 3.82, 4.24, 4.35, 4.74 and 7.90. That
is an astronomical gap, the difference

between being clearly superior and
distinctly inferior. If a bullpen ERA well
above 4.00 is going to be the norm — in
other words, if last year’s road stats
presage this year’s overall performance —
then the Nats’ ability to hold late-inning
leads, essential to the team’s plucky
identity, may come under attack.

If General Manager Jim Bowden finds
that other teams covet his relievers, he
might consider including a couple of them
in deals before Opening Day. Their value,
as a group, is unlikely ever to be higher.
Rivera and Rauch are much valued
because they have proved they can pitch in
85 games. Their career ERAs at RFK are
2.70 and 2.88. Elsewhere, 4.54 and 4.27.
Luckily, the Nats have two relievers who,
over their whole careers in Washington,
have shown that they are just as good no
matter where they pitch. Cordero and
Ayala may provide enough ballast to
stabilize the situation. Ayala’s career ERA
at RFK is 2.72, only slightly better than his
2.82 mark everywhere. Don’t worry about
him. His sinker’s venue-resistant.

Cordero is the key. And he may be a
pleasant surprise. In 119 games at RFK,
which is a huge sampling, his ERA is 2.85.
In every other game of his career, it is
2.79. How can this be? One possibility is
that when Cordero gives up a homer (his
Chief flaw) it is usually a bomb that would
fly far out of any park. So, RFK’s deep
fences don’t help him much. Also,
Cordero’s makeup is so ideal for a reliever
that he seems oblivious to his
surroundings, including whatever park he
happens to be in. If anything, RFK’s huge
outfield may have allowed more cheap
rally-starting singles to fall between
fielders.

Conventional wisdom says Cordero will
be under a microscope in the new park,
that he is perhaps the most vulnerable Nat.
Forget it. Cordero probably will perform
the same as always — saving many games,
incinerating a few. Don’t let a couple of
Towering Inferno games fool you. It’s the
rest of the bullpen that might not be able
to hold a lead for Cordero to preserve.

Some players, it should be noted, are
powerfully influenced psychologically by
playing at home or away. Some love the
comfort of their own park. For example,
Zimmerman’s stats may have little to do
with RFK. Perhaps, early in his career, he
may just feel more comfortable when
trying to please a cheering crowd.
Similarly, Cordero has an ornery streak;
maybe his fine road stats reflect the
pleasure he gets out of spoiling the fun of a
Philly or New York crowd that is jeering
him in the ninth inning.

Nevertheless, one of the Nats’ main
tasks this season will be to analyze which
types of players — and which of their own
players — seem best suited to the
as-yet-unknown characteristics of
Nationals Park.

For now, a focus on the bullpen may be
appropriate. If that fire brigade performs
anywhere close to last year’s level,
offseason additions and improved health
may allow the Nats to make a realistic run
at .500. But if the bullpen’s 4.88 road ERA
last season is a harbinger of things to come
along the Anacostia waterfront this
summer, another 73-89 record might not
be so bad. 

THOMAS BOSWELL

Sometimes, Nothing Fits Better Than an Old Shoe

HITTERS

Ronnie Belliard
RFK
Away

G
74
73

AB
241
270

H
72
76

HR
5
6

RBI
28
30

BA
.299
.281

OBP
.338
.326

SLG
.440
.415

Jesús Flores
RFK
Away

G
41
38

AB
92
88

H
20
24

HR
1
3

RBI
12
13

BA
.217
.273

OBP
.294
.326

SLG
.283
.443

Cristian Guzmán
RFK
Away

G
100
88

AB
312
318

H
86
71

HR
1
5

RBI
18
27

BA
.276
.223

OBP
.322
.267

SLG
.375
.336

Nick Johnson
RFK
Away

G
134
144

AB
440
513

H
133
143

HR
17
21

RBI
73
78

BA
.302
.279

OBP
.430
.409

SLG
.514
.489

Austin Kearns
RFK
Away

G
112
112

AB
391
408

H
94

115

HR
12
12

RBI
58
52

BA
.240
.282

OBP
.339
.384

SLG
.386
.444

Felipe López
RFK
Away

G
115
110

AB
450
427

H
114
111

HR
2
9

RBI
27
45

BA
.253
.260

OBP
.314
.336

SLG
.329
.384

Dmitri Young
RFK
Away

G
66
70

AB
213
247

H
78
69

HR
7
6

RBI
38
36

BA
.366
.279

OBP
.414
.348

SLG
.568
.425

Ryan Zimmerman
RFK
Away

G
176
163

AB
679
646

H
210
163

HR
21
23

RBI
117
90

BA
.309
.252

OBP
.360
.326

SLG
.501
.435

PITCHERS

Luis Ayala
RFK
Away

W-L
7-5
3-4

SV
1
1

IP
561⁄3

57

H
57
61

BB
13
13

SO
34
34

ERA
2.72
3.00

AVG
.270
.288

Jason Bergmann
RFK
Away

W-L
4-4
4-4

SV
0
0

IP
108
912⁄3

H
88

106

BB
35
45

SO
94
67

ERA
3.92
6.28

AVG
.218
.298

Matt Chico
RFK
Away

W-L
5-3
2-6

SV
0
0

IP
922⁄3

741⁄3

H
103
80

BB
36
38

SO
48
46

ERA
4.76
4.48

AVG
.291
.268

Jesús Colome
RFK
Away

W-L
2-1
3-0

SV
1
0

IP
35
31

H
31
33

BB
14
13

SO
18
25

ERA
3.34
4.35

AVG
.240
.277

Chad Cordero
RFK
Away

W-L
9-8
3-3

SV
61
52

IP
120

1022⁄3

H
109
80

BB
29
39

SO
116
76

ERA
2.85
2.72

AVG
.236
.211

Joel Hanrahan
RFK
Away

W-L
2-1
3-2

SV
0
0

IP
232⁄3

271⁄3

H
22
37

BB
13
25

SO
21
22

ERA
3.80
7.90

AVG
.244
.319

Shawn Hill
RFK
Away

W-L
2-4
3-4

SV
0
0

IP
652⁄3

681⁄3

H
58
71

BB
20
17

SO
40
41

ERA
3.02
4.48

AVG
.239
.265

Jon Rauch
RFK
Away

W-L
9-4
5-9

SV
5
1

IP
103

1052⁄3

H
83
94

BB
32
36

SO
96
84

ERA
2.88
4.09

AVG
.218
.239

Tim Redding
RFK
Away

W-L
2-3
1-3

SV
0
0

IP
55
29

H
55
29

BB
21
17

SO
32
15

ERA
3.44
4.03

AVG
.264
.266

Saúl Rivera
RFK
Away

W-L
5-2
2-4

SV
0
4

IP
80

731⁄3

H
70
77

BB
30
44

SO
56
49

ERA
2.70
4.54

AVG
.240
.266

Chris Schroder
RFK
Away

W-L
1-2
1-3

SV
0
0

IP
352⁄3

38

H
30
29

BB
16
14

SO
41
41

ERA
5.05
3.79

AVG
.221
.207

Home and Away
The Nationals are hoping to build a team suited for
the new stadium they will begin play in Sunday night
against the Braves. The irony is that several of their
top players performed best at their old home — RFK.
Here is a look at the 17 returning Nationals players’
home and road statistics since the team came to
Washington in 2005:

BY JONATHAN NEWTON — THE WASHINGTON POST

Nats first baseman Dmitri Young feasted on opposing pitchers
at RFK Stadium last summer, finishing with a .366 average.

BY JIM MONE — ASSOCIATED PRESS

In his two seasons with the Nationals, Saúl Rivera has
appeared in 63 road games and has saved games four times. 

BATTING AVERAGE
C Jorge Posada Yankees .332

1B Derrek Lee Cubs .371

2B Chase Utley Phillies .372

3B Mike Lowell Red Sox .373

SS Hanley Ramírez Marlins .345

LF Matt Holliday Rockies .376

CF Ichiro Suzuki Mariners .365

RF Magglio Ordóñez Tigers .389

DH David Ortiz Red Sox .365

HOME RUNS
C Victor Martínez Indians 12
Tie David Ross Reds 12

1B Prince Fielder Brewers 27

2B Dan Uggla Marlins 18

3B Alex Rodriguez Yankees 26

SS Jimmy Rollins Phillies 18

LF Matt Holliday Rockies 25

CF Aaron Rowand Phillies 17

RF Brad Hawpe Rockies 19

DH Frank Thomas Blue Jays 19

OPS
C Jorge Posada Yankees .934

1B Carlos Peña Rays 1.103

2B Chase Utley Phillies 1.074

3B Aramis Ramírez Cubs 1.046

SS Hanley Ramírez Marlins .973

LF Matt Holliday Rockies 1.157

CF Aaron Rowand Phillies .937

RF Magglio Ordóñez Tigers 1.130

DH David Ortiz Red Sox 1.128

The Hometown Nine Top home performers of 2007, by position

WINNING PCT.
P Roy Halladay Blue Jays 11-1

P Roy Oswalt Astros 9-1

P Kyle Kendrick Phillies 7-1

P Brandon Lyon D-backs 6-1

P Cole Hamels Phillies 8-2

P Brad Penny Dodgers 8-2

P Claudio Vargas Brewers 7-2

P Justin Verlander Tigers 10-3

P Five tied .750

ERA
P Chris Young Padres 1.69

P Roy Oswalt Astros 1.91

P John Smoltz Braves 2.51

P Jake Peavy Padres 2.51

P Joe Blanton Athletics 2.69

P Chien-Ming Wang Yankees 2.75

P Erik Bedard Orioles 2.81

P Dan Haren Athletics 2.82

P Wandy Rodríguez Astros 2.94

OPPONENTS’ BATTING AVG.
P Chris Young Padres .170

P Orlando Hernández Mets .199

P A.J. Burnett Blue Jays .203

P Dustin McGowan Blue Jays .215

P Erik Bedard Orioles .215

P Jake Peavy Padres .218

P Wandy Rodríguez Astros .220

P Oliver Pérez Mets .224

P John Smoltz Braves .224

BY REBECCA COOK — REUTERS

Ordóñez pounded the visitors. 

BY NATHAN DENETTE — ASSOCIATED PRESS

Halladay bordered on unbeatable. 

BY LISA BLUMENFELD — GETTY IMAGES

Young was splendid in San Diego. 

We didn’t reinvent the wheel. We reinvented nearly
every inch of glass, wood and steel above it.

We had one word for the boxy, clumsy, luxury SUV category: Enough. Meet the fast, agile Audi Q7. It comes 
with a powerful, efficient FSI® engine, standard quattro® all-wheel drive performance and the highest 
possible crash-test rating.† Add available features like Audi side assist, room for seven and a power 
adjustable-height tailgate, and you get a vehicle that is not just an improvement on the luxury SUV. It is a 
revelation. And it’s at your local dealer. Audi. Truth in Engineering. audiusa.com

Audi Of Tysons Corner
8598 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, VA (703) 564-6200

*Excludes titles, taxes, registration, license fees, insurance, additional options and $385 processing fee. 10k mi/yr. MSRP $48,025. Total Monthly payments equal 
to $17,964. Stock #08A0680. See dealer for details. Offer expires 3/31/08.

$499*Mo.
for 36 month lease*

Down payment $3500
Refundable security deposit $500
Acquisition fee $590
First month’s payment $499
Amount due at lease inception $5089
Excludes Taxes, Title and Dealer Fees.

2008 Audi Q7 3.6 Premium

Wake up to 
home delivery.

1-800-753-POST

SF


