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BASEBALL ’08
Best home batting average, 2003-07

offensive explosions at their new stadium that
they went out and acquired two expensive
starting pitchers during the offseason preceding
the opening of Camden Yards — former Cy
Young winner Rick Sutcliffe and former
19-game-winner Storm Davis. In all, the Orioles’
payroll went up around 44 percent over the
previous year.

But the Orioles, while vastly improved, only
managed a third-place finish in 1992, and it is
rare for teams to have wildly successful seasons

in the first year of a new stadium — one recent
exception being the St. Louis Cardinals, who won
only 83 regular season games in 2006, the year
the new Busch Stadium opened, but sneaked into
the playoffs and wound up winning the World
Series. The Cardinals’ success, however, was not
due to wild spending. In fact, their payroll
actually declined slightly in 2006 over the
previous season.

While some owners seek to “make a splash” by
bringing in some expensive players in the first
year of a new stadium, those teams are typically
perennial losers who need the help anyway.

“In our case,” said Hunsicker, speaking of the
Astros’ move in 2000, “we had just come off three
straight postseason appearances, and we felt we
had a pretty good ballclub. That was as big a
reason as any why we didn’t make any significant
changes.”

Kasten’s Braves were coming off a second
straight NL pennant when Turner Field opened in
1997. “We were a very stable team,” he said. “We
had turnover every year at the bottom half of our
roster, but the top half was very stable and at the
top of its game. We didn’t have need to go out and
get free agents just to do it.”

The 2008 Nationals, though, are not coming off
three straight playoff appearances, or two
straight NL pennants. And they will not open
Nationals Park with a roster full of expensive
superstars. The approach here, we are told, will
be more methodical and measured.

For now, in other words, the stadium itself
must be the draw — although gazing out at the
grass field in the sunshine, amid all that gleaming
structure, perhaps you can envision what it will
look like when the diamond is full of stars and
championship pennants wave in the breeze
beyond the outfield walls.

Nats Will Need Time to Break In Their New Home
MOVE, From J3

Texas Rangers*
Old: Arlington Stadium

New: The Ballpark at 

Arlington (now Rangers 

Ballpark in Arlington)

19
92

A New Attitude
In recent years, moving into a new ballpark has usually meant a higher payroll, the acquisition of players and better attendance. That said, it doesn’t always guarantee more wins. 

ON THE MOVE

+81.5%
1993: $15.7 million

1994: $28.5 million

+43.8%
1991: $14.6 million

1992: $21.0 million

+5.4%
1996: $47.9 million

1997: $50.5 million

-9.0%
1993: $35.6 million

1994: $32.4 million

-5.8%
1999: $55.3 million

2000: $52.1 million

+76.3%
1999: $35.0 million

2000: $61.7 million

+33.3%
1999: $44.4 million

2000: $59.2 million

+16.1%
1999: $46.1 million

2000: $53.5 million

+117.3%
2000: $26.6 million

2001: $57.8 million

+26.0%
2000: $35.8 million

2001: $45.1 million

+31.6%
2003: $70.8 million

2004: $93.2 million

+31.7%
2002: $45.1 million

2003: $59.4 million

-2.4%
2005: $92.1 million

2006: $88.9 million

+22.6%
2003: $45.2 million

2004: $55.4 million

PAYROLLTHE NEW PARK

+.115
1993: 76-86 (.469)

1994: 66-47 (.584)

+.135
1991: 67-95 (.414)

1992: 89-73 (.549)

+.030
1996: 96-66 (.593)

1997: 101-61 (.623)

-.075
1993: 86-76 (.531)

1994: 52-62 (.456)

-.155
1999: 97-65 (.599)

2000: 72-90 (.444)

+.062
1999: 69-92 (.426)

2000: 79-83 (.488)

+.074
1999: 79-83 (.488)

2000: 91-71 (.562)

+.068
1999: 86-76 (.531)

2000: 97-65 (.599)

-.043
2000: 69-93 (.426)

2001: 62-100 (.383)

-.031
2000: 73-89 (.451)

2001: 68-94 (.420)

—
2003: 86-76 (.531)

2004: 86-76 (.531)

-.055
2002: 78-84 (.481)

2003: 69-93 (.426)

-.101
2005: 100-62 (.617)

2006: 83-78 (.516)

+.142
2003: 64-98 (.395)

2004: 87-75 (.537)

WINNING PERCENTAGE

 1993 1994

W-L 46-35 35-16

BA .272 .300

HR 69 87

ERA 3.83 4.07

 1991 1992

W-L 33-48 43-38

BA .244 .254

HR 80 75

ERA 4.32 3.75

 1996 1997

W-L 56-25 50-31

BA .281 .273

HR 106 76

ERA 3.15 3.20

 1993  1994

W-L 50-31 31-32

BA .273 .281

HR 90 63

ERA 3.73 4.73

 1999 2000

W-L 50-32 39-42

BA .261 .280

HR 65 135

ERA 3.43 5.55

 1999 2000

W-L 38-43 43-38

BA .264 .283

HR 118 69

ERA 5.09 4.37

 1999 2000

W-L 43-38 47-34

BA .273 .248

HR 122 92

ERA 5.28 3.84

 1999 2000

W-L 49-32 55-26

BA .262 .283

HR 87 110

ERA 3.89 3.45

 2000 2001

W-L 37-44 38-43

BA .261 .256

HR 86 75

ERA 4.60 4.63

 2000 2001

W-L 42-39 36-45

BA .233 .254

HR 78 107

ERA 4.13 4.58

 2003 2004

W-L 49-32 42-39

BA .264 .266

HR 83 113

ERA 3.46 4.31

 2002 2003

W-L 38-43 35-46

BA .261 .249

HR 85 97

ERA 4.55 4.97

 2005 2006

W-L 50-31 49-31

BA .271 .273

HR 92 85

ERA 3.44 3.93

 2003 2004

W-L 35-46 42-39

BA .258 .256

HR 55 57

ERA 4.28 3.85

HOME STATISTICS

*  Season shortened by player strike;  **  The Mariners played the second half of 1999 at Safeco Field, but 2000 was their fi rst full season in the park. Sources: Stats, Inc., baseballreference.com. ballparksofbaseball.com, USA Today salary database.

Photos by the Associated Press, Getty Images, the San Diego Union-Tribune, the Cincinnati Enquirer, the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel and the Seattle Times. 
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Baltimore Orioles
Old: Memorial 

Stadium

New: Oriole Park at 

Camden Yards

Cleveland Indians*
Old: Cleveland 

Stadium

New: Jacobs Field 

(now Progressive Field)

Atlanta Braves
Old: Atlanta-Fulton 

County Stadium

New: Turner Field

Detroit Tigers
Old: Tiger Stadium

New: Comerica Park

Houston Astros
Old: Astrodome

New: Enron Field

(now Minute Maid 

Park)

San Francisco Giants
Old: 3Com Park

New: PacBell Park 

(now AT&T Park)

Seattle Mariners**
Old: Kingdome

New: Safeco Field

Milwaukee Brewers
Old: County Stadium

New: Miller Park

Pittsburgh Pirates
Old: Three Rivers 

Stadium

New: PNC Park

Cincinnati Reds
Old: Cinergy Field

New: Great 

American Ball Park

Philadelphia Phillies
Old: Veterans Stadium

New: Citizens Bank 

Park

San Diego Padres
Old: Qualcomm 

Stadium

New: Petco Park

St. Louis Cardinals
Old: Busch Stadium II

New: Busch  Stadium III

+45.5%
1993: 26,888

1994: 39,121

+39.8%
1991: 31,515

1992: 44,047

+19.4%
1996: 35,818

1997: 42,771

+43.3%
1993: 27,711

1994: 39,733

+14.3%
1999: 33,000

2000: 37,730

+20.3%
1999: 25,018

2000: 30,106

—
1999: 36,004

2000: 35,983

+59.7%
1999: 25,659

2000: 40,973

+40.9%
2000: 21,591

2001: 30,430

+78.6%
2000: 19,427

2001: 34,704

+43.8%
2003: 27,901

2004: 40,125

+26.9%
2002: 22,911

2003: 29,077

-2.6%
2005: 43,691

2006: 42,589

+48.6%
2003: 25,063

2004: 37,244

PER GAME ATTENDANCE


