
K Dodgers’ Top Two Starters: RHP
Derek Lowe and RHP Chad Billingsley.
Lowe (3-0, 0.59 ERA in September)
may be the hottest pitcher this side of
CC Sabathia; Billingsley is notably
tough on RH-heavy lineups such as the
Cubs’.

K Cubs’ Top Two Starters: RHP Ryan
Dempster and RHP Carlos Zambrano.
The NL’s deepest postseason rotation
also has RHP Rich Harden and LHP Ted
Lilly. Dempster is steady; the volatile
Zambrano is capable of following a
no-hitter with a 12⁄3-inning dud.

K Dodgers’ Secret Weapon: RHP Cory
Wade. This rookie is Joe Torre’s top
setup man, and he has gone two innings
in four of his last nine appearances.
With LHP Hong-Chih Kuo unavailable,
Wade becomes even more essential.

K Cubs’ Secret Weapon: RHP Jeff
Samardzija. He held the opposition
scoreless in 19 of his 26 appearances
since being called up in July,
including five stints of two-plus
innings.

K Prediction: Cubs in five. 

Chicago Cubs vs. Los Angeles Dodgers
Cubs 97-64, NL Central champions; Dodgers 84-78, NL West champions

2008 head-to-head: Cubs won five of seven meetings

Carlos Zambrano 
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By Dave SheininDivision Series Preview

K Red Sox’ Top Two Starters: RHP Josh
Beckett and LHP Jon Lester. Beckett is
the clear No. 1, and the dominant figure
in last year’s postseason, but he’s being
pushed to Game 3 because of a strained
oblique. If he’s fine, this is no big worry:
Lester is a deserving substitute, and
Daisuke Matsuzaka an excellent No. 2.

K Angels’ Top Two Starters: RHP John
Lackey and RHP Ervin Santana. Lackey
gets the honor largely on tenure;
Santana has been the more dominant
pitcher, and the Red Sox beat Lackey in
Game 1 of last year’s first round. 

K Red Sox’ Secret Weapon: RHP Manny
Delcarmen has been brilliant down the
stretch, allowing only nine hits, nine
walks and one earned run in his past 18
appearances (0.40 ERA). 

K Angels’ Secret Weapon: RHP Jose
Arredondo is a fairly unknown rookie
with filthy stuff (opponents batted .190
with a .533 OPS against him) and the
ability to pitch up to two innings. 
K Prediction: Red Sox in five.

Los Angeles Angels vs. Boston Red Sox
Angels 100-62, AL West champions; Red Sox 95-67, AL wild-card winners

2008 head-to-head: Angels won eight of nine meetings

David Ortiz 

GAME 1

at Los Angeles, 
10:07 tonight

Jon Lester (16-6, 3.21) vs. 
John Lackey (12-5, 3.75) 

GAME 2

at Los Angeles, 
9:37 p.m. Friday

D. Matsuzaka (18-3, 2.90)
vs. E. Santana (16-7, 3.49)

GAME 3

at Boston, 
Sunday, TBA 

Joe Saunders (17-7, 3.41) vs. 
Josh Beckett (12-10, 4.03) 

GAME 4*

at Boston, Monday, TBA

GAME 5*

at L.A., Oct. 8, TBA
* if necessary; all games on TBS

GAME 1

at Tampa Bay, 
2:37 p.m. tomorrow

J. Vazquez (12-16, 4.67) vs. 
James Shields (14-8, 3.56) 

GAME 2

at Tampa Bay, 
6:07 p.m. Friday

M. Buehrle (15-12, 3.79) vs. 
Scott Kazmir (12-8, 3.49) 

GAME 3

at Chicago, 
Sunday, TBA

TBA vs. 
TBA

GAME 4*

at Chicago, Monday, TBA 

GAME 5*

at Tampa Bay, Oct. 8, TBA
* if necessary; all games on TBS

K Brewers’ Top Two Starters: LHP CC
Sabathia and RHP Jeff Suppan. Sabathia
is the No. 1 in title only. Ben Sheets’s
injury forces some decisions, such as
whether to lean on recently returned
RHP Yovani Gallardo (knee).

K Phillies’ Top Two Starters: LHP Cole
Hamels and RHP Brett Myers. Myers
was 4-1 with a 1.65 ERA in August but
2-3, 5.23 in September. That’s the
Phillies’ problem, though — a lack of
dominant starters behind Hamels.

K Brewers’ Secret Weapon: LHP Manny
Parra. Banished to the bullpen two
weeks ago, he opened some eyes with a
two-inning, four-strikeout relief outing
Saturday against the Cubs, and his
success against LH hitters (.233 BA,
.680 OPS) could make him an attractive
option for facing Philadelphia’s Chase
Utley and Ryan Howard late in games.

K Phillies’ Secret Weapon: LHP Scott
Eyre. The 12-year veteran has been
brilliant (1.88 ERA) since coming from
the Cubs in August. 

K Prediction: Phillies in four. 

Philadelphia Phillies vs. Milwaukee Brewers
Phillies 92-70, NL East champions; Brewers 90-72, NL wild-card winners 

2008 head-to-head: Phillies won five of six meetings 

Ryan Howard 

GAME 1

at Chicago, 
6:37 tonight

Derek Lowe (14-11, 3.24) vs. 
Ryan Dempster (17-6, 2.96) 

GAME 2

at Chicago, 
9:37 p.m. tomorrow

C. Billingsley (16-10, 3.14) vs. 
Carlos Zambrano (14-6, 3.91) 

GAME 3

at Los Angeles, 
10:07 p.m. Saturday

Rich Harden (5-1, 1.77) vs. 
Hiroki Kuroda (9-10, 3.73) 

GAME 4*

at Los Angeles, Sunday, TBA

GAME 5*

at Chicago, Tuesday, TBA
* if necessary; all games on TBS

K White Sox’ Top Two Starters: LHP
Mark Buehrle and RHP Gavin Floyd.
The White Sox played two extra games
for the Central crown, so Buehrle and
Floyd would pitch on short rest if they
get the ball for Games 1 and 2. 

K Rays’ Top Two Starters: RHP James
Shields and LHP Scott Kazmir. Shields
has been a rock down the stretch (5-1,
3.34 ERA since Aug. 1); Kazmir hasn’t
pitched into the seventh since July 21.

K White Sox’ Secret Weapon: LHP
Clayton Richard. Despite his numbers
(2-5, 6.04 ERA), the rookie has been
solid since moving to the bullpen in
mid-September; his ability to induce
ground balls could prove valuable.

K Rays’ Secret Weapon: LHP David
Price. The Rays were expected to go up
until the day-of-game deadline to decide
whether to include Price, the No. 1
overall draft pick in 2007, on their
roster. But if they do, he’s trouble — a
big (6-6) lefty with a 95-mph fastball
and a 1.93 ERA in September.

K Prediction: Rays in three. 

Tampa Bay Rays vs. Chicago White Sox
Rays 97-65, AL East champions; White Sox 89-74, AL Central champions 

2008 head-to-head: Rays won six of 10 meetings

James Shields 

GAME 1

at Philadelphia, 
3:07 today

Y. Gallardo (0-0, 1.88) vs. 
Cole Hamels (14-10, 3.09) 

GAME 2

at Philadelphia, 
6:07 p.m. Thursday

CC Sabathia (11-2, 1.65) vs. 
Brett Myers (10-13, 4.55) 

GAME 3

at Milwaukee, 
6:37 p.m. Saturday

Jamie Moyer (16-7, 3.71) vs. 
TBA 

GAME 4*

at Milwaukee, Sunday, TBA

GAME 5*

at Philadelphia, Tuesday, TBA
* if necessary; all games on TBS

Manny Ramírez, but even he is
gone now and can be spotted this
October wearing a Los Angeles
Dodgers uniform, following a ca-
thartic divorce from the Red Sox
two months ago.

What remains of the Red Sox? At
full health, they may still be the best
built-for-the-postseason team in
baseball, with their rotation front-
loaded with dominant, shut-down
starters, and their lineup full of
high-on-base-percentage hitters
who grind out at-bats and wear
down opposing starters.

But the Red Sox clearly are not at
full health.

Ace Josh Beckett, the single-
most dominant figure in last Octo-
ber’s championship run (4-0, 1.20
ERA in four starts), has been
pushed back to Game 3 of the divi-
sion series by a strained oblique
muscle, and — given the history of
pitchers with that specific injury,
which often takes several weeks to
heal — it is no given he will pitch at
all against the Angels.

The Red Sox’ rotation now has
its own identity crisis, although it
could work to their advantage, with
left-hander Jon Lester — a 24-year-
old flamethrower whose career
winning percentage of .771 (27-8)

is the highest of any pitcher since
1900 with at least 50 career starts,
and who is as capable of nine-inning
dominance as anyone in the game
— assuming the role of Beckett,
and with Beckett himself in the role

of Curt Schilling, the veteran gun-
slinger who brushes off whatever
physical ailment is plaguing him
and takes to the mound, bloody
sock and all, to save the day. (Da-
isuke Matsuzaka returns, as him-
self, in Game 2.)

“There’s no getting around what
Beckett has done in postseason play
— not only for us but with the Mar-
lins” in 2003, Red Sox Manager
Terry Francona told reporters.
“[But] I think we’re all looking to
Jon Lester making [it] his time. . . .
We love what Beckett can do, and
we respect what Beckett can do.
We’re starting to get that feeling
about Lester.”

Asked yesterday about Beckett’s
influence on him, Lester said: “He’s
a guy who, when I got called up, I
wanted to model myself after. He’s
always in the weight room, busting
his butt. There’s a reason he pitches
220 innings every year. I try to fol-
low his lead.”

The Red Sox’ lineup, too, is hurt-
ing, with at least two important
members, third baseman Mike
Lowell (hip) and right fielder J.D.

Drew (back), nursing injuries that
could limit their playing time. Last
year, Drew had perhaps the single-
most crucial hit during the Red Sox’
title run, a grand slam in Game 6 of
the AL Championship Series, and
Lowell was the most valuable player
of the World Series.

With the Red Sox ailing, the
eight-team playoff field appears
wide open. The 100-win Angels, on
paper, are the best of the eight, with
a rotation headed by John Lackey,
Ervin Santana and West Springfield
High product Joe Saunders, and a
lineup fortified at the trade dead-
line by the addition of Mark Teixei-
ra. However, their .330 team on-
base percentage, 11th in the AL,
underscores the fact they do not
have the sort of patient, pitcher-
taxing lineup that tends to succeed
in October.

The Cubs, meantime, are the
class of the NL, with a rotation so
deep that their No. 4 starter, Ted
Lilly, was a 17-game winner, and a
lineup featuring five hitters with 20
or more homers this season. Their
chief weakness is that the lineup,

with right fielder Kosuke Fuku-
dome in a mysterious slump and rel-
egated to the bench, is exceedingly
right-handed and, thus, susceptible
to right-handed power pitchers.

A Cubs-Red Sox World Series
would be a television executive’s
dream — or at the very least a con-
solation prize following the twin
disappointments of seeing both
New York teams miss the playoffs
— featuring two big-market teams
with national followings and com-
pelling story lines.

And perhaps therein lies a clue to
the Red Sox’ new identity. With the
Yankees out of the postseason pic-
ture for the first time in 15 years,
the Red Sox, in some ways, are the
new Yankees — with a mammoth
payroll ($133 million this season), a
strong gravitational pull on the na-
tional media and a fan base that has
come to view championships as
more of a birthright than a gift to be
cherished and exalted.

These are the Red Sox of 2008.
The next few weeks will tell wheth-
er this version is as good as the old
one.

Nagged by Injuries, Red Sox Go After Their Third Title in Five Years
BASEBALL, From E1

BY MIKE CASSESE — REUTERS

Jon Lester has assumed Josh Beckett’s role as top gun in the Red Sox rotation
and will start Game 1. “I try to follow his lead,” Lester said of Beckett.


